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Summary 


DIARY  DAY. 

To  DAY  (Saturday,  October  31)  we  shall  begin  to  gather  to- 
gether all  the  articles  and  advertisements  which  will  form 
The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1897.  It  will 
be  a  bigger  and  better  book  than  ever  it  has  been  before, 
and  the  contents  will,  we  believe,  be  exceedingly  profitable 
to  subscribers.  Both  editorial  and  publishing  arrangements 
are  complete ;  indeed,  the  publisher  tells  us  that  he  does 
not  solicit  any  more  advertisements  for  the  Diary,  and  any 
that  come  to  him  after  to-day  cannot  be  inserted,  because 
by  that  time  his  "scheme"  will  be  complete,  and  he  will 
not  disturb  that  for  anything  le38  than  a  full  sheet  of 
advertisements. 


Quinine  went  down  2d.  per  cz.  cn  Thursday  (p.  661) 

A  Chatham  soldier  has  died  from  quiaine  poisoniDg 
(p.  636). 

Coming  events  are'rather  interesting  and  long  this  week 
(p.  668). 

Through  strychnine  getting  into  quitine  cachets  a  woman 
has  died  at  Calais  (p.  639). 

Messrs.  Jewsbuby  &  Brown's  retail  pharmacy  at  Man- 
chester is  to  be  closed  (p.  658). 

Dr.  Cartwright  Wood  has  discovered  how  the  most 
potent  diphtheria  serum  can  be  produced  (p.  655). 

Excessive  doses  of  Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup  have 
proved  fatal  to  a  10-weeks-old  child  at  Nelson  Burnley 
(p.  637). 

Dr.  George  Harley,  the  liver  and  gout  specialist,  who 
introduced  pancreatiu  and  ACE.  mixture,  died  on  Tuesday 
(p.  651). 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  London  water  is 
creating  a  little  stir  in  Couuty  Council  and  chemical  circles 
just  now  (p.  637). 

In  a  note  on  p.  653  we  give  some  particulars  of  recent 
researches  on  kola,  which  demonstrate  that  kolanin  is  not  an 
alkaloid-yielding  glucoside 

The  Manchester  and  Salford  Sanitary  Association  has 
memorialised  the  Home  Secretary,  urging  that  carbolic  acid 
should  be  scheduled  (p.  636). 

Mr.  R.  G.  Guyer  has  summarised  the  methods  of  analys- 
ing sellow  wax,  insisting  upon  the  necessity  of  greater 
attention  to  the  subject  (p.  642). 

The  failures  in  the  Major  at  Edinburgh  this  month  are  100 
per  cent,  atd  in  the  Minor  57  per  cent.  We  piint  the  names 
of  successful  candidates  on  p.  651. 

Mr  W.  L.  Currie,  in  opening  the  session  of  the  Glasgow 
Association,  spoke  enthusiastically  of  its  prospects,  and  of 
the  B.P.C.  meeting  in  the  City  of  St.  Mongo  next  year 
(p.  644). 

Mr.  Brudexell  Carter  contributes  another  letter  on 
the  proper  use  of  EDglish,  and  interesting  additions  to  the 
di-cussion  are  sent  by  Mr  C.  C.  Bell,  Mr.  C.  S.  Ashton,  and 
Mr.  W.  L.  Longstaffe  (p.  663j. 

Mercuric  and  zinc  cyanide  gauze  has  caused  mercu- 
riahsation  in  a  woman  at  Liverpool  (p.  655),  owi<  g  to  borax 
having  hastened  solution  of  the  mercury,  as  pointed  out  by 
Messrs.  Johnson  and  Marsden  (p.  642). 

The  scientific  programme  of  the  Imperial  Institute  is 
exceptionally  attractive  this  year.  The  session  will  bfgia 
on  November  9  with  a  lecture  by  Professor  Danstan  on  me 
scientific  department  of  the  Institute  (p.  641). 

The  case  of  Martin  v.  Zeno,  a  claim  for  commission,  has 
been  decided  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  (p.  646).  One  of 
Messrs.  Lorimer  &  Co.'s  recent  tiavellers  has  sued  the  firm 
for  damages  for  dismissal  but  has  failed  to  prove  his  claim 
(p.  648). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  got  judgment  against  a 
working  man  in  the  East-end  who  sold  an  arsenical  rat-cake ; 
but  Judge  French,  who  heard  the  case,  disliked  the  action, 
and  gave  the  defendant  over  eight  years  to  pay  the  penalty 
(p.  648). 

For  selling  tincture  of  iodine  of  too  great  strength  a 
Birmingham  chemist  gets  fined  under  the  Sile  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  A  chemist  in  Derbyshire  sold  milk  of  sulphur 
for  precipitated  sulphur,  but  the  magistrates  thought  it  was 
a  mistake  and  dismissed  the  summons  (p  647). 

The  contest  between  the  cutters  and  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Tjade  Association  is  lively  this  week.  Mr.  Wm. 
Day  and  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  both  defend  their  action,  but  the 
latter  intimates  at  the  end  of  his  letter  a  disposition  to  come 
to  terms.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council, 
expresses  strong  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  P  A  T.A. 

(P.  m). 
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Tlie  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Alcohol  Accelerating  the  Action  of  Chlorodyne, 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Fleetwood  on  October  23  concern- 
ing the  death  of  George  Frederick  Bailey,  a  labourer  at  the 
United  Alkali  Company's  Fleetwood  salt  works.  Bailey  was 
found  by  the  police  on  a  footpath  two  evenings  previously  in 
a  condition  ot  what  appeared  to  be  helpless  intoxication.  He 
was  conveyed  to  the  police  station  and  attended  by  the 
divisional  surgeon,  who  directed  efforts  to  rouse  him  to  con- 
sciousness, but  he  died  two  hours  later,  as  the  doctor  believed, 
from  narcotic  poisoning.  It  appeared  that  deceased  had 
consulted  Dr.  Preston  on  Tuesday  evening.  He  complained 
of  slight  headaches  and  severe  pains  in  the  abdomen.  He 
said  he  had  had  to  clean  out  the  fires  in  one  of  the  vats  at 
the  works,  where  it  was  very  hot,  and  immediately  afterwards 
he  had  to  go  on  the  roof,  where  it  was  extremely  cold,  and  it 
was  after  this  that  he  had  felt  the  pains.  He  also  stated  that  he 
had  had  enteric  fever  a  short  time  ago,  and  had  taken  brandy 
to  relieve  him,  but  without  effect  Dr.  Preston  gave  him  a 
bottle  of  medicine,  which  contained  in  an  8  oz.  bottle 
2  drachms  of  chlorodyne.  The  dose  ordered  was  a  table- 
spoonful  every  four  hours.  He  must  have  taken  the  medicine 
very  excessively.  He  took  nearly  all  the  bottleful  between 
Tuesday  night  and  Wednesday  night.  Witness  thought  the 
result  must  have  been  helped  by  something  else.  If  the 
deceased  had  been  takiog  alcohol,  the  effect  of  the  narcotic 
would  have  been  much  intensified.  The  jury  found  that 
death  was  due  to  misadventure,  caused  by  overdoses  of  the 
medicine  and  whisky.  Dr.  Preston  was  permitted  to  read 
the  following  letter  he  had  received  from  Messrs.  R,  Sumner 
&  Co.,  chemists,  Liverpool,  from  whom  he  had  obtained  the 
chlorodyne  : — ,l  Dear  Sir, — We  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter, 
and  have  wired  in  reply  that  our  transparent  chlorodyne 
contains  4  gr.  of  morphia  to  the  ounce,  which  means  that  a 
drachm  could  be  taken  with  perfect  safety  by  almost  any 
adult.  We  certainly  think  that  the  chlorodyne  you  pre- 
scribed to  your  patient  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  death. — ■ 
Yours  respectfully,  R.  Sumner  &  Co." 

Another  Carbolic-acid  Memorial. 

With  a  pathetic  faith  in  the  humanity  of  officialdom,  which 
most  other  people  have  long  tince  abandoned,  the  Manchester 
and  Salford  Sanitary  Association  have  memorialised  the 
Home  Secretary  respecting  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid.  They  say 
it  is  in  the  public  interest  that  the  open  sale  of  the  crude 
liquid  commonly  supplied  as  carbolic  acid  should  be  pro- 
hibited, and  that  this  substance  should  be  placed  on  the  list 
of  poisons  of  which  the  sale  is  restricted  by  law.  The 
importance  attached  by  the  public  to  the  supposed  germi- 
cidal properties  of  carbolic  acid  has  led  to  its  almost 
universal  use  in  households  in  order  to  counteract  the  effect 
of  bad  smells.  In  the  houses  of  the  woiking  classes  it  is 
kept  in  bottles  and  other  vessels  usually  used  for  harmless 
fluids  and  beverages,  the  consequence  being  that  accidental 
poisonirjgis  of  common  occurrence,  a  large  number  of  the 
victims  being  children.  The  memorialists  then  quote  the 
statistics  recently  compiles  by  us,  and  which  were  first  pub- 
lished in  this  journal,  showirg  that  as  a  means  of  com- 
mitting suicide  carbolic  acid  heads  the  list  of  poisons  used 
for  this  purpose.  In  England  and  Wales  between  1885  and 
1894  no  fewer  than  683  persons  killed  themselves  with  it. 
Compared  with  the  poison  which  stands  next  to  it  the  pro- 
portion is  as  683  to  565.  All  other  poisons  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  committing  suicide  are  numerically  a  long  way 
behind.  Between  1885  and  1894  the  total  number  of  deaths 
in  England  and  Walss  from  carbolic  acid  reached  972,  or 
nearly  100  per  annum.  Daring  the  first  five  of  these  years 
(1885  to  1889)  the  number  of  deaths  was  354,  or  71  per 


annum,  whereas  during  the  succeeding  five  years  (1890  to 
1894)  the  number  was  618,  or  nearly  124  per  annum.  The 
year  1894  showed  the  appalling  total  of  201  deaths  due  to 
carbolic  acid. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 

William  Robinson  (65)  committed  suicide  with  carbolic 
acid,  at  Fleetwood,  on  October  17. 

Mr.  Hodgkinson,  Coroner,  held  an  inquiry  on  Tuesday,  a* 
Tottenham,  respecting  the  death  of  Horace  Newland,  aged 
33  years,  a  fruiterer's  assistant.  He  was  married,  and  had 
children,  and  was  in  straitened  circumstances.  He  had 
been  very  despondent  lately.  The  widow  said  he  was  a  sober 
man,  but  she  did  not  know  if  he  was  in  the  habit  of  betting. 
Dr.  Atkinson  stated  that  death  was  due  to  carbolic-acid  poison- 
ing. A  Juror  :  There  ought  to  be  a  stop  put  to  the  sale  of 
carbolic.  The  Coroner:  Carbolic  acid  is  not  one  of  the 
scheduled  poisons.  The  Juror  :  But  there  are  more  persons 
commit  suicide  with  carbolic  than  with  any  other  poison. 
The  Coroner:  That  is  because  it  can  ba  obtained  at  any 
oilsbop  without  trouble.  The  Juror:  Then  I  think  some 
restriction  ought  to  be  placsd  on  the  sale  of  it.  It  appsars 
to  me  to  be  suicide  made  easy.  The  Coroner :  I  quite  agree 
that  carbolic  ought  to  be  amongst  the  scheduled  poisons ; 
but  it  is  not  because,  I  believe,  it  is  used  extensively  as  a 
disinfectant. 

Accident  to  a  Chemist. 

Mr.  Edmund  Lawrence,  chemist,  of  Welwyn,  was  last 
week  ran  over  by  a  horse  and  trap  in  the  street  opposite  his 
place  of  business.    He  i3  getting  over  his  injuries. 

How  the  Bandages  Go. 

At  the  Tiverton  Board  of  Guardians  last  week  the  Rev.  J. 
Fowler  observed  that  Dr.  Puddicombe's  bill  included  4Z.  for 
bandages.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  Fowler  that  some  doctors  found 
it  necessary  to  use  an  enormous  quantity  of  bandages,  while 
other  doctors  used  very  few,  and  often  none  at  all.  He  did 
not  think  it  could  be  looked  upon  in  any  other  way  than 
that  of  adding  to  ihe  salary  indirectly.  He  would  be 
prepared  to  bring  forward  on  a  future  occasion  a  resolution 
authorising  the  Board  to  supply  bandages.  He  thought  the 
Board  would  be  astonished  it  they  saw  the  amount  they  bad 
paid  within  the  last  few  years  for  bandages.  Dr.  Puddi- 
combe  is  to  ba  written  to. 

Acetylene  Explosion  at  Grimsby. 
An  explosion  of  acatylena  gas  occurred  last  waek  in  the 
shop  of  Mr.  Dawing,  chemist,  Grimsby.  Mr.  Dewing  was 
using  the  gas  for  photographic  purposes.  While  the 
apparatus  Wd3  being  lighted  the  main  became  ienited,  and 
blew  out  the  top  of  the  cylinder,  which,  striking  Mr.  Dawing 
on  the  shoulder,  flew  upward  and  pierced  the  celling.  Mr. 
Dewing  was  rather  severely  braised  and  burnt,  and  for  a 
moment  bscame  unconscious.  An  assistant  standing  near 
escaped  entirely  unhurt.  The  damage  done  in  the  shop  was 
very  slight. 

Killed  by  Quinine. 
The  Rochester  Coroner  held  an  inquest  on  October  23  con- 
cerning the  death  of  Henry  M'Guinness,  21, a  private  soldier. 
The  deceased  was  a  patient  at  Fort  Pitt  Hospital,  but  was 
able  to  get  about  the  wards.  Whilst  the  attendant's  atten- 
tion was  diverted  he  went  to  a  cupboard,  procured  a  bottle, 
and  poured  some  of  the  contents  into  a  glass  and  drank  it, 
afterwards  helping  himself  again.  The  bottle  contained  a 
solution  of  quinine,  but  the  witnesses  could  not  say  whether 
the  deceased  was  aware  what  he  was  drinking.  The  quantity 
swallowed  was  about  8  oz ,  and  he  died  in  less  than  three 
hours.    A  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure  was  returned. 

Chemists  at  Football. 

On  Saturday  last  the  Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  played 
the  Melrose  Rovers  at  Hendon.  A  fast  and  exciting  gam« 
brought  out  all  the  best  form  of  both  teams,  and  resulted 
in  a  win  for  the  visitors.  Score:  Pharmaceutical,  7 ;  Mel 
rose,  2  Team  :  Lean  (goal),  Smith  and  Web3ter  (backs), 
Happold,  Miles  and  Nelson  (half-back«),  Jones,  Tabbutt, 
Fothergill  (centre),  Matthews  and  Day  (forwards). 

A  match  was  played  on  Saturday  last  at  Harringay  Park, 
in  very  unfavourable  weather,  between  teams  representing 
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Ihe  Metropolitan  College  and  Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  resulting 
in  a  draw,  each  side  scoring  1  goal. 

Fire  at  a  Chemist's  Shop. 
A  fire  occun-el  on.  October  22  in  the  basement  of  tb.3 
premises  of  Mr.  J.  Tomlinson,  chemist,  Tindal  Square, 
Chelmsford.  The  outbreak  toot  plaoe  in  the  cellar  bsneath 
the  shop,  in  which  oil  and  other  combustible  goods  are 
stored,  and  was  caused  by  a  boy  in  Mr.  TomUason'u  employ 
treading  upon  a  match.  The  assistant  (Mr.  Smith)  pluckily 
did  his  be3t  to  overcome  the  flames,  one  of  his  hands  being 
badly  injured  in  the  attempt.  Two  brigades  were  soon  in 
attendance,  and  within  less  than  half-an-hour  the  flames 
were  overcome. 

Bobbing  Chemists. 

William  Bridgwood,  a  youth,  was  charged  at  the  Staffs 
Quarter  Sessions  with  breaking  and  entering  the  shop  of 
Robert  Home  Featherstorie,  chemist,  a1,  Tunstall,  on  July  26, 
1896,  and  stealing  10*.  Mr  Featherstone  said  he  lccked  his 
shop  up  at  night,  leaving  10s  in  the  till.  When  he  went  to 
his  shop  next  morning  he  heard  a  person  going  into  the 
cellar.  He  ran  out  through  the  entry,  but  failed  to  see  any- 
one in  the  street,  though  someone  had  got  oat  of  the  cellar 
through  the  flap-door  into  the  street.  He  missed  the  10s. 
and  gave  information  to  the  police.  Other  witnesses  saw  the 
prisoner  ran  oat  of  the  entry.  The  prisoner  was  arrested,  and 
Us.  6d  was  found  in  one  of  his  bsots.  He  was  sentenced  to 
three  months'  hard  labour. 

John  Johnson  (21),  razor-grinder,  wj?s  indicted  at  the 
Sheffield  Quarter  Sassions,  on  October  23.  for  having  stolen 
4« ,  the  property  of  Frederick  Hewan  Ryding,  of  Bolsover 
Street,  on  July  25.  He  was  seen  leaning  over  the  counter  with 
his  hand  in  the  till,  from  which  4s.  was  afterwards  missed. 
He  urged  that  a  mistake  had  been  made,  and  he  was  not  the 
man  wanted.  It  was  a  case  of  mistaken  identity  ;  in  fact, 
some  time  ago  he  was  in  trouble  because  he  was  taken  for 
his  brother.  Ha  was  not  oui  on  th9  night  of  the  theft.  He 
■was,  however,  found  guilty,  and  as  he  had  baen  convicted 
six  times  for  stealing  within  the  last  six  years,  and  previ- 
ou-ly  was  in  an  industrial  school,  the  Assistant  Recorder 
ordered  him  to  be  imprisoned  for  six  months,  and  said  if 
he  came  again  he  would  be  severely  dealt  with. 

Beecham  to  the  Rescue. 

At  Worcester  Patty  Sessions  a  labourer  named  Reynolds 
was  indicted  for  stealing  a  florin  by  means  of  a  trick. 
Prisoner  informed  the  Court  that  he  put  the  money  into  his 
month  and  unfortunately  swallowed  it.  Since  he  had 
swallowed  the  coins  he  had  suffeied  tremendous  pains  in 
his  head,  and  he  intimated  that  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to 
him  to  gat  the  coins  up.  In  addressing  the  jury  the  Vice- 
Chairman  said  the  circumstances  were  so  peculiar  that  he 
would  leave  them  to  the  jury.  He  humorously  suggested 
that  if  they  would  like  to  adminster  a  box  of  Beecbam's 
pills  to  relieve  the  accused,  by  all  means  they  should  do  so. 
(Laughter)  Accused  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to 
nine  months'  hard  labour. 

London  Water. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council,  on  October  27, 
it  was  recommended  that  the  examination  of  the  water 
supplied  by  the  London  companies  by  Mr.  Dibdin's  micro- 
filter  method  should  be  continued,  and  that  Mr.  Dibdin 
be  instructed  to  make  three  examinations  weekly  of  the 
water-supply  of  each  company  for  a  period  of  six  months  at 
a  cost  of  1CM.  per  week.  Lord  Mountmorres  thought  that 
was  an  exorbitant  sum.  Alderman  Beachcroft  said  it 
seemed  that  the  water  companies  sent  through  their  pipes 
every  year  1.1C0  tons  of  "  wet  mud,''  and  he  should  like  to 
know  whether  that  mud  was  detrimental  to  health.  Dr. 
Lorjgstaff  considered  that  the  Council  was  much  indebted  to 
the  chemist  for  his  device.  Mr.  Fletcher  proposed  that 
Mr.  Dibdin  should  be  placed  in  friendly  communication  with 
the  Local  Government  Board  analysts.  This  was  seconded 
by  Mr  Lson,  but  Major  Probyn  opposed  it.  Dr.  Frankland, 
he  said,  was  in  the  pay  of  the  water  companies,  and  they 
had  to  represent  the  people,  to  whom  water  was  a  greater 
necessity  of  life  than  gas.  They  spent  3.000Z  a  year  in 
testing  gas,  yet  they  objected  to  pay  about  260Z.  a  year  for 
testing  water.    Sir  John  Lub'oock  said  they  could  get  no 


better  authority  than  Dr.  Frankland,  and  it  would  ba  a 
waste  of  money  to  adopt  the  committee's  proposal.  Mr. 
Thornton  and  Aldermau  Dickinson  pointed  out  that  Mr. 
Dibdin's  proposed  examination  of  the  suspended  matter  was 
not  covered  by  Dr.  Frankland's  investigation.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  and  the  report  adopted.  [  This  report 
refers  to  a  matter  of  considerable  interesc  to  water-analysts. 
While  the  water-companies'  analysts  have  been  reporting 
upon  the  presence  of  suspended  matter  in  the  waters  in 
vague  terms,  Dr.  Daptes,  Dr.  Klein,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Steven- 
son, as  well  as  Mr.  Dibdin  and  his  staff,  have,  on  bebalf  of 
the  L  C.C,  made  exhaustive  bacteriological  examinations  of 
the  "  matter  in  suspension, '  with  the  result  that  they  find 
evidence  of  bad  filtration,  and  sometimes  evidence  of  actuil 
sewage  contamination.  Dr.  K'eia  points  out  that  the 
reason  why  the  companies'  chemist*  have  not  fouad  microbes 
in  the  water  is  that  they  did  not  look  for  them  properly. 
Ha  finds  that  in  one  week  thi  Southwark  and  Vauxhall 
Company's  water  contained  51,010  bacteria  per  c.c  ;  in  the 
preceding  week,  their  neighbours,  the  Lambeth  Company, 
bad  carried  off  the  priza  with  48,512 ;  in  the  week  before  the 
East  London  Company  had  attained  to  34  816;  and  at 
another  time  even  the  respectable  West-end  folk  who  drink 
of  the  Grand  Junction  enjojed  a  diet  of  33,600  to  the  c.c.  of 
water.  The  worst  feature  about  the  results  obtained  by  the 
L.C.C.  chemists  is  that  bacterium  coll  (the  characteristic 
microbe  of  fnscal  matter)  was  fnund  even  when  the  number 
of  microbes  per  c  c.  was  low. — Ed.  C.     D  ] 

Alteration  to  Chemists'  Premises. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council 
held  on  Tuesday,  it  was  agreed,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Building  Act  Committee,  to  consent  to  the  erection  of  a 
projecting  portion  of  Nos.  7  and  8  Little  Bruton  Street,  as 
shown  on  a  plan  submitted  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Savory  &. 
Moore,  chemists,  subject  to  the  work  being  commenced 
within  six  and  completed  within  eighteen  months  from 
October  27,  and  not  altered  without  the  consent  of  tha 
Council,  and  that  certain  land  marked  oa  the  plan  be  dedi- 
cated to  and  left  open  to  the  use  of  the  public. 

A  Chemist  Charged  with  Robbery. 

William  Baker,  chemist,  was  charged  at  the  Westminster 
Police  Court  on  October  26  with  stealing  drugs,  &c,  valua 
501 ,  the  property  of  Major  Seth  Watson  Herrick,  a  manu- 
facturer, residing  in  Chiswick.  The  property  was  alleged  to 
have  been  stolen  from  the  Medical  Hall,  the  Grove,  Hammer 
smith.  Detective-sergeant  Markham  deposed  that  on  Suaday 
afternoon  he  saw  the  prisoner  on  the  platform  of  the 
Broadway  Station,  Hammersmith,  carrying  two  boxes  and  a 
big,  which  he  placed  on  a  seat.  The  witness  and  another 
officer  went  to  him,  and  said  they  wished  to  see  the  contents 
of  the  boxes  and  bag.  On  finding  a  bottle  of  scent  and 
some  drugs  he  asked  the  prisoner  ho  n  he  accounted  for  the 
possession  of  them.  He  replied,  "  I  took  them,  as  he  does 
not  pay  me  my  wages."  The  witness  went  to  the 
prisoner's  residence  at  West  Norwood  and  found  a  large 
quantity  of  drugs  and  some  soap,  all  of  which  Major  Herrick 
identified  as  his  property.  He  also  found  other  drugs 
belonging  to  Parka's  Stores,  where  the  prisoner  was  previously 
employed.  Mr.  Lane  remanded  the  prisoner,  who  made  no 
remaik. 

Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing-syrup. 

At  Nelson  Town  Hall,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  H.  J.  Robinson » 
Coroner,  held  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Henry  Feltell,  ased 
10  weeks.  The  motder  of  the  child  stated  that  on  Fridav 
night  she  gave  it  a  dose  of  "  Mrs.  Wiaslosv's  soothing-syrup." 
She  had  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  it  about  half  a  spoonful 
every  night  to  induce  sleep  The  child  died  on  Saturday  after- 
noon. Dr.  Murphy  said  he  saw  the  body  on  Satuidiy,  when  it 
bad  apparently  been  dead  about  two  hours.  He  made  a, pott- 
mortem  examination  the  same  day,  and  believed  that  death 
was  due  to  narcotic  poisoning.  The  syrup  depended  almost 
entirely  for  its  action  on  morphia.  It  contained  nearly  1  gr. 
in  the  ounce  gr.  Ed  ]  Half  a  teaspoonful  of  the  syrup  con- 
tained J,  gr.,  while  J-  gr.  given  to  a  child  four  weeks  old 
had  been  known  to  cause  death.  It  was  the  repeated 
administration  of  doses  that  had  caused  the  child's  death. 
A  single  dose  might  not  have  had  that  effect.  The  Coroner 
said  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  child  lad  bceD  given  doses 
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■which  caused  lhe  morphia  to  accumulate  in  its  system,  and 
in  reality  poisoned  it.  It  appeared  that  the  mother  had 
altogether  given  the  child  a  bottle  and  a  half  of  the  medicine. 
He  thought,  however,  that  as  the  woman  oid  tot  know  what 
Jaeger  she  was  running,  the  jury  could  only  return  a  veidict 
that  the  child  had  accidentally  C  m9  to  its  death  through  the 
over- use  of  M  p.  Winslow's  soothing  syiup,  A  verdict  to  this 
t fleet  was  returned. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  Be  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Druggist's  Responsibility. 

Rj  Nathaniel  Kirkwood,  grocer  and  druggist,  Lame,  was  sued 
last  week  at  the  Lai ne  Half-yearly  Sessions  by  an  agricul- 
tural labourer  named  Heaney  for  201.  for  damages  which  the 
plaintiff  alleged  he  had  sustained  by  the  negligence  of  the 
defendant  in  selli>  g  to  him  a  certain  medicine  for  bis  cow  of 
a  dangercus,  deediy,  and  destructive  character,  causing  the 
death  of  the  said  cow.  Plaintiff's  wife  said  she  went  to 
defendant  and  told  him  she  bad  a  cow  ailing,  and  described 
how  it  was  affected.  She  asked  for  something  to  mb  the 
part  with,  and  also  for  some  treacle  and  salts.  Defendant 
said  the  cow  bad  got  heated,  and  would  give  witness  a  drench 
for  the  animal  that  would  need  no  treacle.  The  medicine 
was  given  to  the  cow  that  night,  and  sbe  died  about  fifteen 
minutes  after  it  was  administered.  Evidence  on  both  sides 
having  been  heaid,  his  Honour  said  that  it  appeared  to  him 
the  dtfendant  in  this  case  did  what  he  had  no  rght  to  do. 
He  had  a  right  and  was  entitled  to  keep  open  his  shop  for 
tte  sale,  retailing,  and  mixing  of  poisons  as  a  registered 
druggist,  but  such  registration  did  not  confer  upon  him  any 
right  to  compound  medical  prescriptions.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  he  d  d  compound  thtse  because  he  mixed 
linseed,  croton  oil,  and  aconite  together.  He  also  gave  the 
direction  that  it  should  be  given  in  two  doses,  one  at  night 
and  the  other  in  the  morning.  That  appeared  to  him  quite 
plainly  to  be  compounding  medicine.  But  he  was  not  dealing 
with  that  Act  cf  Parliament  at  all.  That  was  another  mode 
of  proceeding  for  the  purpose  of  making  him  liable  for 
compounding  medicines.  The  question  before  him  was,  by 
whose  negligence  was  the  cow  killed?  One  veterinary 
surgecn  swore  the  dose  was  sufficient  to  poison  the  cow  ; 
another  veterinary  surgeon  entirely  disagreed  with  him. 
But  the  veterinary  surgeon  for  the  plaintiff  stated  how  much 
would  poison  the  animal— that  is,  how  much  aconite— 60 
drops-.  It  appeared  from  the  book  that  had  been  referred  to 
that  was  an  entire  misapprehension — if  the  book  was  right — 
and  that  sixty  would  not  poisoD.  That  was  corroborated 
by  the  evidence  of  the  veterinary  surgeon  for  the  defendant, 
who  swore  that  the  cow  did  not  die  from  poisoning,  but  was 
choked.  Mr.  Muir,  evidently  a  gentleman  of  considerable 
experience,  swore  that  the  cow  died  by  being  choked.  It 
would  be  observed  that  the  gruel  was  not  given,  and, 
therefore,  the  plaintiff  or  his  wife  did  not  do  as  she  was 
cirected.  He  thought  that  corroborated  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Muir  that  the  cow  died  from  being  choked.  For  these 
reasons  be  must  dismiss  the  case,  but  having  regard  to  the 
exceedingly  improper  conduct  cf  the  defendant  in  mixing 
these  drugs,  he  must  decline  to  give  costs. 

The  Cameron  Standard. 

Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Dublin,  have 
written  to  the  Guardians  cf  the  Mountmellick  Union  in  re- 
ference to  the  recent  analysis  of  certain  medicines  and 
drugs  by  Sir  Charles  CameroD,  to  the  effect  that  there  was 
no  definite  standard  as  to  the  strength  of  the  medicines  in 
question.  In  proof  of  this  they  furnished  two  sheets  frcm 
the  B.P.    One  of  the  Guardians  said  at  the  meetirg  that  it 


would  appear  that  tte  drug-contractor  is  not  bonnd  to 
supply  mtdicites  accordirg  to  Sir  Charles  Cameron's 
standard.  It  was  held  that  the  dispensary  officers  need  not 
go  to  the  trouble  of  sustaining  Dr.  Cameron's  objection,  and 
that  if  they  wished  they  could  send  back  the  drugs  to> 
Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.  and  get  a  fresh  supply. 

Personal. 

Alderman  Sir  Henry  Cochrane,  cbemiV,  Dublin,  has  been 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Bray  Township  Commissioners. 

Sir  James  H.  Haslett,  President  of  the  Ulster  branch  of 
the  Chemists'  and  Druggists*  Association,  has  expressed  his. 
willingness  to  contest  the  Smithfield  waid  of  the  Belfast 
City  Council. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Maxwell,  pharmacist,  Dalkey,  has  been  elected 
by  a  substantial  majority  to  the  Township  Commission. 

The  degree  of  M.D.,  honoris  causa,  Royal  University  of 
Ireland,  was  last  week  conferred  upon  Sir  Charles  Cameron^ 
public  analyst,  Dublin. 

Mr.  Henry  Merrin,  registered  druggist,  Dublin,  is  about  to- 
open  a  diug-store  in  Lower  Camden  Street,  Dublin. 


The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Professor  Crura  Brown  oa  Doctors  and  Chemists. 

In  the  course  of  an  inaugural  address  to  jhe  members  o? 
the  RoTal  Medical  Society,  Edinburgh,  at  the  beginning  of 
their  160th  session,  on  Friday,  October  23,  on  "  The  Medical 
Profession,  and  the  Way  in  which  Admission  to  it  is  Ob- 
tained," Professor  Crum  Brown  remarked  with  regret  that 
they  had  lost  the  common  name — "leech" — for  a  member 
of  the  medical  profession.    Hood  told  them  that 

In  many  a  little  country  place 
It  is  a  very  common  ca=e 

To  have  but  one  residing  doctor, 
Whose  practice  rather  seems  to  be 
No  practice,  but  a  rule  of  three — 

Physician,  surgeon,  drug-deeocter. 

They  could  not,  he  said,  draw  a  lite  between  any  two 
branches  of  the  healing-art  as  they  could  between  the  crafts 
of,  say,  a  tailor  and  a  shoemaker.  The  body  was  one,  and 
had  many  members,  and  if  one  member  suffered  all  the 
members  suffered  with  it.  And  as  there  was  to  be  no  schism 
in  the  body,  so  there  should  be  no  schism  in  the  profession 
which  looked  after  the  health  of  the  bedy.  Bat  in  England 
something  very  like  a  schism  in  the  profession  did  take 
place.  Although  it  had  been  declared  by  Act  of  Parliament 
in  connection  with  the  College  of  Physicians  that  surgery 
was  a  part  of  physic,  it  came  to  pass  that  the  College  of 
Physicians  would  not  admit  to  their  body  a  surgeon,  how- 
ever eminent  he  might  be  in  what  was  called  "  pure  medi- 
cine," unless  he  resigned  all  connection  with  surgery.  And 
the  College  of  Snrgeors,  although  their  charter  included 
medicine,  received  as  members  men  who  had  not,  for  any  - 
thing the  College  knew,  studied  medicine  or  midwifery  at 
all,  and  examined  in  anatomy  and  surgery  only,  with,  per- 
haps, a  few  questions  on  physiology  and  pathology.  The 
apothecary — literally  keeper  of  a  storehouse— early  came 
to  be  restricted  to  the  selling  of  drogs.  Naturally,  the 
seller  of  drugs  began  to  tell  his  customers  what  to  do  with 
them,  and  thus  gradually  usurped  medical  duties  and  pri- 
vileges. The  positicn  thus  gradually  assumed  was  contested 
by  physicians  and  surgeons,  but  wai  declared  legal  by  the 
House  of  Lords  in  1703,  and  in  1815  the  Apothecaries' 
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Society  obtained  by  Act  of  Parliament  the  right  of  examining 
and  licensing  candidates  who  had  goae  through  a  course  of 
medical  education  approved  by  tbe  Society.  After  tha* 
time  the  majority  of  tbe  general  practitioners  of  England 
practised  with  licences  in  medicine  from  the  Apothecaries' 
Society,  and  in  surgery  from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
of  London  (afterwards  of  England),  or  with  the  surgical 
diploma  only.  The  title  of  apothecary  rather  more  than 
suggested  the  "  drug-decocter."  Undoubtedly,  in  "  little 
country  places,"  the  medical  man  must  often  make  up  his 
own  prescriptions.  There  might  be  bo  druggists  near  him, 
and  even  if  there  were,  if  he  had  to  ride  ten  miles  to  see  his 
patient,  he  could  hardly  expect  that  his  patient  would 
always  be  able  to  send  ten  miles  for  his  medicine.  But 
many  a  medical  man  made  up  his  own  medicines  without  so 
good  an  excuse.  It  was  a  pity  that  his  time  should  be 
taken  up  with  work  which  was  the  busineFS  of  another 
orofession,  and  which  the  trained  skill  of  the  pharmacist 
enabled  him  to  do  more  easily,  and  better.  In  case  of 
necessity  an  intelligent  man  could  turn  his  band  to  anything, 
and  if  the  necessity  continued  could  learn  to  do  it  very 
efficiently  ;  but  when  an  expert  was  to  be  bad  it  was  better 
to  let  him  do  the  work.  It  was  not  because  they  liked  it 
that  many  general  practitioners  thus  added,  as  they  would 
say,  unnecessarily  to  their  work.  It  was  because  their 
patients  would  have  it  so.  If  they  abandoned  their  phar- 
macy, their  practice  was  not  unlikely  to  abandon  them. 
They  could  only  hope  that,  as  the  public  had  learned  and 
was  learning  that  tbe  medical  profession  was  one,  so  they 
might  gradually  find  out  that  the  pharmaceutical  profession 
was  another.  They  might  then  hope  that  each  of  them, 
really  distinct  professions,  would  restrict  itself  to  its  own 
duties.  Things  were  now,  indeed,  better  tban  they  were. 
Respectable  skilful  medical  men  weie  to  be  found,  not  so 
very  long  ago,  who  kept  real  shops,  where  they  or  their 
assistants  sold  across  the  counter,  not  to  their  own  patients 
only,  but  to  anybody,  not  only  medicine,  but  tooth-b.ushes, 
sponges,  scented  soap,  and  so  on.  Tbe  unity  of  the  profes- 
sion was,  indeed,  securiog  its  distinctness,  atd  the  con- 
sciousness of  unity  was  raising  its  position  and  its  tone. 


f rencb  Bern 

(From  our  Paris  Ctrrjspondmt.) 


A  Fatal  Case  of  Strychnine-poisoning  occurred  at 
Calais  on  Sunday.  A  lady,  suffering  from  healache,  sent 
to  a  pharmacien  for  cachets  of  hydrobromate  of  quioine. 
Immediately  after  taking  one  she  was  seized  with  violent 
pains.  The  chemist  was  sent  for,  and  he,  on  tasting  the 
contents  of  another  cachet,  recognised  strychnine,  and  was 
nearly  a  victim  to  it  himself.  Medical  aid  was  called  in, 
antidotes  and  the  stomach-pump  used,  but  to  no  purpose, 
the  patient  dying  half  an  hour  after  absorption.  The  phar- 
macien believes  it  to  be  an  act  of  vengeance  on  the  part  of 
an  assistant  whom  he  dismissed  on  September  6.  The  cachets 
were  kept  ready-made. 

M.  Lucien  Trecul. — Amongst  the  anecdotes  related 
about  the  recently- deceased  pharmacien-botanist  is  one  by 
M.  Jules  Claretie,  according  to  which  Tiecul's  sole  friend 
was  a  little  mouse.  This  animal  is  said  to  have  been  the 
constant  companion  of  the  Academician,  and  to  have  shared 
his  meagre  repasts,  consisting  very  frequently  of  hard-boiled 
eggs  and  bread.  M.  Claretie  adds:  "When  it  was  possible 
to  penetrate  into  Trecul's  solitary  room,  his  first  words  were 
always,  'Take  care  not  to  frighten  her,'  as  though  every- 
thing in  the  world  was  nothing  compared  to  the  mouse. 
When,  as  sometimes  might  happen,  it  would  gnaw  away  at 
his  MS3.,  the  botanist  complimented  the  mouse  on  having 
discovered  that  his  work  would  ba  the  better  for  being 
written  over  again  1 " 

A  Judicial  Error,  which  has  cost  an  innocent  woman 
nine  years  of  penal  servitude,  was  revised  last  week  at 
Amiens,  with  the  result  that  the  prisoner  was  liberated  and 
received  an  indemnity  of  40,000f.  (1.600Z.).  The  victim  of 
this  miscarriage  of  justice  was  a  Mm  a.  Druaux,  who  was 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  life  in  1837  on  the  charge 
of  having  caused  the  death  of  her  husband  and  brother  by 
poisoning.   At  the  trial  the  evidence  of  three  losal  prac- 


titioners, who  were  present  at  poit-mortem  examinations  of 
the  bodies,  was  to  the  effect  that  death  had  been  caused  b7 
poison ;  but  no  trace  of  any  was  found  in  the  viscera, 
neither  could  the  substance  that  had  caused  death  be 
specified,  ('bis,  however,  with  other  circumstantial  evidence, 
was  sufficient  to  cause  the  woman  to  ba  found  guilty  of 
murder.  Mme.  Druaux  had  been  on  term3  of  some  familiarity 
with  a  man  who  was  reputed  in  the  district  to  be  a 
sojcerer,  and  the  theory  was  that  this  man  had  supplied 
the  poison,  while  at  the  same  time  all  the  pharmacists  in 
the  district  were  interrogated  with  a  view  to  discovering  it 
they  had  supplied  poison  that  might  have  been  used  by  the 
incriminated  woman,  but  nothing  could  be  traced.  The  next 
tenants,  a  man  and  wife,  who  occupied  the  house  in  which 
the  Druauxs  had  lived,  were  seizad  with  the  same  symptoms 
as  those  from  which  the  two  men  had  died.  They  took 
fright,  and  fled  from  tbe  spot.  Drs.  Brouardel,  Desconls, 
and  Ogier,  of  Paris,  were  amongst  the  witnesses  in  the  new 
trial.  The  case  turned  on  the  question  whether  carbonic 
oxide  was  sufficient  to  cause  death,  as  there  was  a  limekiln 
at  work  at  the  back  of  the  Druauxs'  house,  and  it  was  dis- 
covered that  a  fissure  iD  the  party-  wall  admitted  this  gas 
into  the  premises  The  Rouen  experts  gave  a  decided  nega- 
tive answer,  and  maintained  that  they  had  found  certain 
lesions  in  the  digestive  organs  which  they  all  agreed  could 
not  have  been  produced  solely  by  carbonic  oxide.  The  trio 
of  doctors  from  Pans,  after  going  through  the  evidence  of 
the  first  experts,  now  gave  a  diametrically  opposite  opinion. 
Dr.  Brouardel,  doyen  of  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Medicine,  said  : 
"  The  autopsy  of  Druaux  and  Delacroix  was  well  made  by  Dr. 
CerLe,  of  Rouen,  and  his  colleagues,  and  I  have  been  able  to 
form  my  conclusions  from  it.  Red  marks  were  found  in  the 
stomach  and  intestines,  which  were  attributed  by  Dr.  Ceme 
to  other  causes  than  poisoning  by  carbonic  oxide.  In 
seeing  these  marks  my  Rouen  colleagues  attributed  them  to 
a  vegetable  poison.  This  was  a  mistake.  We  have  found 
similar  marks  in  the  viscera  of  persons  who  have  become 
asphyxiated  while  sleeping  near  a  lime  kiln.  These  case* 
have  been  numerous,  and  by  means  of  analysis  of  the  blood 
it  is  possible  to  find  out  if  the  poisoning  is  due  to  oxide  of 
carbon.  If  the  blood  had  been  analysed,"  he  added,  "n> 
doubt  on  this  point  would  have  been  possible." 


foxciQn  ano  Colonial  ttem* 


A  New  Move  in  the  Vaccination  Controversy. — A 
doctor  at  Krugersdorp  has  been  charged  with  fraud,  having, 
it  is  alleged,  revaccinated  a  boy  for  the  sake  of  the  half- 
crown  fee.    The  case  was  adjourned. 

A  Fire.— The  Toronto  Chemical- works  and  Drug- mills,  17& 
and  181  Front  Street  East,  in  that  city,  and  belonging  to 
Lyman  Brothers  &  Co.  (Limited),  was  desVojei  by  fire  on 
October  5.    The  damage  amounted  to  #5,000. 

Queer  Contracts. — A  representative  of  Pinaud's  per- 
fumery house  is  reported  to  have  testified  in  a  recent  New 
York  law-ca9e  that  he  had  made  forty  contracts  for  the  sale 
of  goods  to  Chicago  buyers  and  that  twenty-eight  of  tbe 
contracts  contained  a  provision  that  they  would  be  void  if 
Mr.  Bryan  were  elected  President. 

A  Chemical  Manager  Assassinated — From  a  New 
York  cablegram  we  learn  that  on  Thursday,  October  22,  a 
shocking  outrage  was  perpetrated  at  Yonkers,  near  New 
York,  upon  Mr.  Hamlin  J.  Andrus,  manager  of  the  Arlington 
chemical  works  of  that  place,  and  chairman  of  the  Naw 
York  Pnarmacentical  Society.  A  dynamite  bomb  was  placed 
under  Mr.  Andrus'a  desk,  and  exploded  when  he  entered  the 
offi3e,  blowing  him  to  pieces.  [  We  c anno trace  what  New 
York  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  presided  over  by  a  Mr. 
Andrus,  but  on  inquiry  we  learn  that  he  was  a  well-known 
man  in  New  York  drag  circles,  having  for  some  time  baen 
interested  in  the  Maltine  products.] 

The  Transvaal  Government  Veterinary  Surgeon. 
— The  Transvaal  Government  employ  a  qualified  veterinary 
surgeon  at  a  salary  of  500Z.  a  year  and  trave 'ling-expenses. 
The  post  seems  to  be  one  of  rather  uncertain  tenancy,  as  the 
appropriation-grant  to  provide  for  this  functionary  is  gene- 
rally sharply  criticised  in  the  Volksraad.    The  incumbent  is 
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now  safe  for  another  year,  for  his  salary  has  just  been  vot6d, 
but  hardly  any  member  defended  the  expenditure,  and 
several  expressed  the  view  that  the  average  Boer  was  a  much 
better  judge  of  cattle-diseases  than  the  veterinary  surgeon. 
Still,  as  the  Transvaal  is  rather  flush  of  cash  just  now, 
the  grant  passed,  it  being  thought  that  the  vet.'s  European 
training  and  his  special  knowledge  of  diseases  of  European 
animals  may  come  in  handy  some  time. 

Legislation  against  Adulteration  in  Belgium. — A 
new  law  regulating  the  trade  in  vegetable  juices,  syrups,  &c, 
iias  recently  been  enacted  in  Belgium.  It  covers  all  fruit- 
■essences,  candied  or  otherwise,  preserved  fruits,  and  all 
sjrups  or  preparations  of  vegetable  juices  ;  and  it  is  provided 
that  in  case  such  juices  contain  anything  whatsoever  except- 
ing the  pure  natural  article  and  sugar  they  must  be  labelled, 
not  only  to  the  effect  that  they  are  mixed,  bat  also  with  the 
name  of  the  substance  that  has  been  used  for  the  admixture, 
«uch  as  glucose,  aromatic  essences,  foreign  acids,  thickening 
-substances,  or  colouring  materials,  or  they  may  at  the  option 
of  the  seller  be  labelled  as  "artificial,"  or  in  case  of  colouring 
matters  or  tartaric  acid  the  label  may  simply  bear  the 
qualification  "  commercial."  The  admixture  of  any  of  the 
articles  named  in  the  Act  of  preservatives,  poisoning,  colour- 
ing matter,  or  other  poisonous  articles,  or  of  compounds  con- 
taining such  articles,  is  absolutely  prohibited.  In  the  case 
of  mixed  articles  the  nature  of  the  admixture  must  be  stated 
on  the  invoice  and  in  the  bill  of  lading,  and  all  packages 
must  either  bear  the  name  or  address  of  the  firm,  or  a  trade- 
mark by  which  they  can  be  traced. 

Cutters  v.  Peofeietoes  in  the  United  States. — The 
venue  in  the  action  brought  by  John  D.  Park  &  SonsCompany, 
«the  well-known  American  "  cutters,"  against  the  National 
"Wholesale  Druggists'  Association  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
ground  that  that  Association  is  in  restraint  of  trade  and  is 
-  conspiring  to  ruin  the  Park  concern's  business,  is  laid  at 
Philadelphia.  As  mentioned  in  our  account  of  the  N  W.D.  A. 
■Convention,  advantage  has  been  taken  of  that  gathering  by 
the  plaintiffs  to  serve  notices  of  a  suit  for  a  preliminary 
injunction  on  each  member  attending  the  Convention.  The 
plaintiffs'  statement  is  backed  by  a  large  number  of  affi- 
davits showing  the  methods  of  the  Association.  One  of  these 
affidavits  is  by  William  T.  Wallace,  a  member  of  the  Wiley 
&  Wallace  Company,  wholesale  druggists  and  patent- medicine 
jobbers.  Mr.  Wallace  says  that  the  N. W.D. A  Committee  on 
Proprietary  Goods  have  been  spying  upon  his  business,  and 
ihave  called  upon  nearly  all  the  manufacturers  of  proprietary 
goods  in  the  States  not  to  sell  him  any  proprietary  goods  of 
any  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  and  that  many 
druggists  have  been  intimidated  thereby.  Copies  of  various 
circulars  issued  by  the  N.WD.A.,  offering  rewards  for 
-eviderce  proving  the  sale  of  scheduled  proprietary  goods  to 
cutters,  and  warning  against  dealings  with  boycotted  firms, 
have  also  been  put  in. 

South  Afeican   Phaemaceutical   Association.  — 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  Cradock,  Cape  Colony,  on  Sep- 

•tember  9  last.    The  attendance  was  not  large.    Mr.  J. 

'McJannet,  the  president  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair. 

'The  financial  statement  showed  a  balance  to  credit  of 
14s.  Id.  The  president  reported  that  the  most  im- 
portant business  since  the  last  general  meeting  had  been 
the  consideration  of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  by  Government,  which  would 
have  enabled  medical  men  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
Chemist  and  Druggist.  The  prompt  action  of  the  Associa- 
tion prevented  the  carrying  into  law  of  this  clause.  Much 
<vigonr  was  also  shown  by  the  Association  in  deliberating 
on  their  course  of  action  regarding  probable  Government 
.prosecutions  for  the  sale  of  spirits  of  wine,  or  burning 
fluid,  and  bitters  by  chemists.  In  the  recent  prosecution 
at  Capetown  the  Magistrate  decided  in  favour  of  the  che- 
mists, but  it  was  improbable  that  the  Government  authori- 
ties would  be  satisfied  with  that  decision.  Acting  upon  the 
president's  statement,  the  meeting  decided  to  draw  up  a 
suggestion  to  Government  for  the  introduction  of  regulations 
for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  methylated  spirit,  as  a 
means  of  assisting  Government  in  its  desire  to  control  the 
indiscriminate  sale  of  spirits  of  wine.  Four  new  members 
and  ten  associates  were  elected,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chosen  as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year :— President, 


Mr.  J.  A.  Willet ;  Vice-President,  A.  E.  Austen  ;  Committee  : 
Messrs.  A.  Walsh,  G.  E.  Cook,  Jas.  McJannet,  W.  K.  Mager, 
E.  W.  Wells,  and  H.  Tebb  ;  Hon.  Sac.  and  Treasurer,  E.  A. 
Applebee. 


M.  Antoine  Chieis,  Grasse,  manufacturer  of  essential 
oils,  has  established  an  American  branch-house  at  No.  226, 
Pearl  Street,  New  York. 

Messes.  Ayrton  &  Saunders  have  found  their  exhibition 
of  druggists'  sundries  at  the  Acorn  Hotel,  Birmingham,  so 
popular  that  they  have  decided  to  keep  it  on  view  for 
another  week. 

Messes.  Fbaenkel  Beothees,  of  Houndsditch,  have 
just  published  a  new  illustrated  catalogue  of  cigars,  pipes, 
and  tobacconists'  sundries.  A  copy  will  be  sent  to  any 
chemist  who  applies  for  one. 

Messes.  Richabds  &  Ward,  Holbom  Viaduct,  E.C.,  are 
the  English  agents  for  the  "  Blaisdell  Paper  Pencils,"  which 
are  so  popular  just  now.  They  are  sharpened  by  unwinding 
a  coil  of  paper.  The  blacklead  pencils  are  sold  at  16s.  per 
gross,  and  the  coloured  and  copying  pencils  at  24s.  per  gross. 

Mb.  John  Davis's  "  Domestic  Year-book "  is  quite  up  to 
the  past  year's  standard,  so  far  as  typographical  production 
is  concerned,  and  it  contains  an  astonishing  amount  of 
interesting  and  useful  information  which  will  make  the  book 
prized  by  housewives.  It  is  only  supplied  to  one  person  in 
each  town,  and  as  Mr.  Davis  leaves  space  for  several  pages 
of  chemists'  own  announcements,  it  should  prove  aj|  good 
advertisement  for  the  Christmas  season.  Further  particulars 
may  be  obtained  in  regard  to  it  from  Mr.  J.  Davis,  90  Pepys 
Road,  New  Cross,  S  E. 

Red  Marrow  Palatinoids  — Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son 
&  Co.  (Limited),  14  Worship  Street,  E.C.,  send  us  a  sample 
of  palatinoids  containing  5  grs.  of  fresh  red  bone-marrow,  and 
it  strikes  us  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  appro- 
priate manner  of  exhibiting  this  medicine.  We  understand 
that  the  marrow  is  not  "  cooked  "  in  any  way,  so  that  its 
physiological  action  is  unimpaired.  Since  Professor  Fraser's 
advocacy  of  red  marrow  as  a  specific  for  anaemia  the  uses  of 
the  substance  have  extended.  The  first  idea  was  to  give  the 
marrow  as  a  food,  and  not  as  a  medicine,  therefore  in  much 
larger  quantities  than  are  contained  in  a  palatinoid ;  but 
there  are  many  cases  in  which  more  than  a  few  grains  cannot 
be  tolerated,  so  active  is  the  substance  in  those  diseases 
requiring  it.  It  is  not  a  nice  thing  to  take,  but  the  palati- 
noid coating  covers  that  obj  ection. 

A  fortnight  ago  Messrs.  Barclay  &  Sons  (Lim.)  sent  two 
bottles  of  Grip  paste  to  our  editorial  staff.  Tney  have  been 
subjected  to  a  searching  analysis,  and  we  are  glad  to  be  able 
to  certify  as  under  : — The  first  bottle,  when  opened,  was  found 
to  contain  a  whitish  liquid  of  gruel-like  consistency,  possess- 
ing that  fragrant  aroma  of  cloves  which  is  so  pleasing  a 
feature  of  temperance  meetings.  The  label  bore  the  strange 
device — 

Won't  let  go.      Keeps  indefinitely. 

Our  investigations  confirm  the  accuracy  of  these  statements. 
The  0.  $  D.  man  who  first  secured  the  bottle  and  applied 
the  paste  to  the  backs  of  cuttings  cribbed  from  contempo- 
raries (all  respectable  journals  are  notoriously  made  up  in 
this  way)  liked  the  paste  so  well  that  he  absolutely  refused 
to  let  go  of  it  on  any  account;  but  a  colleague,  meanly 
taking  advantage  of  a  moment  when  his  confrere  had  to 
exchange  the  paste  for  the  scissors,  at  once  seized  the  bottle, 
and  now  looks  like  keeping  it  indefinitely.  The  second 
bottle  justified  its  name  by  at  once  causing  another  C.  I). 
man  to  stick  fast  to  it.  The  staff  tried  to  recover  the  paste 
on  the  editorial  premises,  but  our  representative  stuck  to  it 
like  a  limpet,  and  vice  versa.  When  the  C.  §  D.  man's  home 
was  reached  it  required  the  united  efforts  of  his  family  to 
tear  the  stickee  from  the  paste.  The  sufferer  is  reported  to 
be  recovering  slowly. 
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IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 

The  extended  organisation  of  the  experimental  branch  of 
the  Scientific  and  Technical  Rssearch  Department  of  the 
Institute  is  now  nearly  complete,  and  the  whole  of  the 
west  corridor  of  the  second  floor  is  occupied  by  well- 
equipped  laboratories,  instrument-rooms,  and  sample-exami- 
nation rooms,  whilst  the  recently-appointed  chemists  are 
already  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  numerous  Indian 
and  Colonial  products,  which  are  likely  to  prove  of  com- 
mercial importance,  or  of  scientific  interest.  The  winter 
course  of  lectures  will  be  opened  on  Monday,  November  9, 
at  8  30  p.m.,  with  a  discourse  by  Professor  Wyndham 
Dunstan,  F.R.S.,  on  "Illustrations  of  Some  of  the  Work  of 
the  Scientific  and  Technical  Research  Department  of  the 
Imperial  Institute."  After  the  lecture,  the  research  labora- 
tories of  the  Department  will  be  open  for  the  inspection  of 
visitors,  and  a  number  of  interesting  exhibits  will  be  on 
view.  Oa  November  16,  Mr.  William  Crookes,  F.R  S.,  will 
deliver  the  first  of  two  illustrated  lectures  on  the  "  Diamond 
Mines  of  Kimberley."  Among  other  topics,  Mr.  Crookes  will 
discuss  the  nature  and  probable  origin  of  the  diamond,  and 
will  give  an  account  of  recent  researches  of  his  own. 

On  the  two  remaining  Monday  eveniogs  in  November 
illustra'ed  lectures  will  be  given  by  Professor  J.  W.  Judd, 
C  B  ,  F.F.S.,  on  "Rubies,  Natural  and  Artificial,  with  Special 
Reference  to  their  Occurrence  in  the  British  Empire" 
(November  23),  and  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Bryan,  F.R.S.,  on  "Flight, 
Natural  and  Artificial  "  (November  30).  Succeeding  lectures 
will  be  given  by  Professor  A.  H.  Church,  F.R.S  ,  on  "Some 
Food-grains  of  India";  by  Dr.  Schlich,  OLE.,  on  "The 
Timber-supply  of  the  British  Empire";  by  the  Hon.  W. 
Pomber  Raeves,  Agent-G aneral  for  New  Zealand,  on  "The 
Hot  Springs  D  strict  of  New  Zealand"  ;  by  Colonel  Watson, 
R  E.,  on  "  Schools  of  Modern  Oriental  Study  "  ;  by  Mr.  A. 
Montefiore  Brice,  F  R  G.S.,  on  "  The  Results  of  the  Jackson- 
Harmsworth  Expedition  " ;  a  course  of  three  lectures  by  Dr. 
J.L  W.  Thudichum.F.R  C.P., on" The Natnreand  Manufacture 
of  Wine,  with  Special  Reference  to  Colonial  Wines ";  by 
Professor  J.  Norman  Lockyer,  C.B,  F  R.S.,  on  "How  the 
British  Empire  Aids  in  S)lar  Eaquiries  "  ;  by  Professor  W.  E 
Ayrton,  F.R.S  ,  on  "  Sixty  Years  of  Submarine  Telegraphy." 
These  lectures  are  open  to  Fellows  of  the  Institute,  and  to 
persons  introduced  by  them. 


THE  WESTERN  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION  (OF 
LONDON). 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  on 
October  21,  Mr  J.  C.  Hyslop,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  Hon.  Treasures  (Mr.  J.  H.  Mathews)  read  the 
balance-sheet  for  the  past  year,  which  showed  a  balance  in 
hand  of  11  15s.  3d.  Tnis,  he  remarked,  was  the  first  time 
the  Association  had  been  able  to  show  a  balance  on  the 
right  side.  The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  Cracknell),  in 
giving  his  accounts  for  the  Entertainment  Fond,  regretted 
that  he  had  to  show  a  deficit  of  19s  2d. 

The  committee  for  ths  ensuing  year  was  elected  as 
follows: — Messrs.  H.  Cracknell,  R  S  Dampney,  S.  Drury, 
A.  Dyson,  W.  A.  Goodall,  F.  Galliver,  J.  F.  Harrington, 
T.  W.  Horsley,  S.  Lynn,  J.  H.  Mathews,  A.  J.  Phillips,  J.  W. 
Smith,  J.  W.  Taplin,  A.  Tennant,  and  W.  Warren.  The 
following  Past-Presidents  also  remain  on  the  committee  as 
ex  officio  members — viz ,  Messrs.  H  Long,  W.  Martindale, 
F.  Andrews,  R.  H.  Parker,  and  J.  C.  Hyslop. 

Mr.  Hyslop  Moralises. 

The  President,  in  the  course  of  his  valedictory  address, 
congratulated  the  members  on  the  increase  of  general 
liveliness  among  them.  He  hoped  this  liveliness  might  con 
tinue  and  bscoma  intensified,  thit  all  indolent  shirkers  of 
duty  might  be  dragged  by  any  means — rude  or  gentle  — 
from  their  dens  of  dirkness  to  bask  in  the  op2n  daylight  of 
manly  reason.  Folly  is  ever  starting  up  afresh,  and  so  must 
wisdom  waken  too  if  the  pernicious  influence  of  the  former 
is  to  be  held  in  check  by  the  beneficence  of  the  latter. 
This  danger  of  inertion  is  all  around  us — politically,  socially, 


economica'ly.  There  are  thousands  of  self-disfranchised 
individuals — we  cannot  call  them  men,  for  man  is  a  being 
who  thinks,  and  in  these  the  thinking  powers  seem  strangely 
dormant  or  altogether  wanting.  The  awful  danger  is  that 
this  heavy  muss,  acted  upon  by  the  attraction  of  some 
glittering  bribe,  may  one  of  these  days  swing  over  all  at 
once  to  the  one  tide  or  to  the  other  and  involve  in  general 
ruin  much  that  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  all. 

And  the  lesson  which  we  should  unite  to  press  upon  men's 
attention  is  that  I,  say,  by  keeping  open  shop  in  a  certain 
neighbourhood  and  carrying  on  my  business  properly  accord- 
ing to  what  I  deem  the  actual  needs  of  the  neighbourhood, 
and  succeeding  in  that  business,  as  I  am  bound  to  do,  am 
doing  more  good  to  my  fellow-craftsmen — even  of  that 
neighbourhood — than  I  should  do  by  shutting  up  and  leaving 
the  field  of  action  to  be  divided  amongst  themselves.  In 
other  words,  the  corporate  good  a  healthy  member  brings  to 
the  whole  body  is  of  more  value  to  each  of  the  other  members- 
than  any  special  private  advantage  that  might  accrue  to 
each  as  an  individual  only  And  vice  versa  So  that  I  must 
be  either  a  great  curse  or  a  great  blessing  to  my  fellow  crafts- 
men, according  as  my  ideals  and  principles  work  out  wrong 
or  right.  So  the  more  of  us  there  are  the  better  for  us  all, 
if  only  we  all  go  right. 

With  this  awakening  within  our  ranks  there  is  a  no  less 
wholesomely  stringent  criticism  of  the  chemist  and  his 
doings  going  on  without.  Mr.  Gladstone  tells  the  world 
what  a  careful  set  of  people  we  are ;  a  member  of  the 
British  Medical  Association  points  out  what  a  bad  lot  we  arc 
because  we  will  cot  abdicate  the  rights  we  have,  in  common 
with  all  humanity,  to  advise  our  suffering  neighbour  to  take 
what  may  relieve  or  cure  his  malady;  and,  more  then  all, 
Truth  itself — ie.,  self-styled  Truth — comes  in  and  giads 
us  on  with  the  charge  that  our  prices  are  too  various  and  alt 
too  high;  as,  indeed,  placed  by  the  side  of  the  cheap  and  nasty 
literature  of  the  day — mere  flap-doodle — they  might  weM 
appear  to  be.  But  never  mind  ;  all  these  animadversions; 
will  help  to  keep  us  from  the  evils  that  impend  when  all  caen 
speak  well  cf  us. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  event  of  the  past  few  mczttbs 
—  most  important  because  of  its  far-reaching  consequences — 
will  be  the  charge  made  by  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  with  reference  to  the  School  of  Pharrracy, 
a  change  intended  to  insure  the  means  of  a  more  thorough 
training  for  those  who  are  coming  after  us.  To  the  decay  of 
the  old  apprenticeship  system  various  causes  have  been  con- 
tributing their  quota  for  many  years  past.  Firstly,  there  wass 
the  abuse  of  the  system  by  ourselves — our  corporate  selves; 
there  has  been  a  working  of  the  apprenticeship  tystem  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  cheap  labour.  Such  an  abuse  of  whit  is 
good  ever  makes  the  good  we  seek  fly  still  further  from  us. 
In  this  case  it  has  often  amounted  to  a  mere  ce  iling  in  flesh 
and  blood — a  commercial  slave  trade — with  all  necessary 
deceptions  and  swindles  to  feed  it  from  various  sources.  At 
length  the  sandy  foundations  collapse,  the  most  guilty  suffer 
the  most,  for  at  length  there  is  no  cheap  labour  to  be  got 
nor  apprentices  either,  and  the  tub  that  cannot  stand  on  its 
own  bottom  must  topple  over.  Then,  again,  second-class 
sensational  literature — such  as  some  of  the  writiogs  oft 
Dickens  and  many  of  his  imitators — con tr  bate  thereto  by 
making  black  as  black  as  possible,  so  that  what  lessons  of 
real  goodness  the  author  had  in  view  are  hidden  by  the  vice 
and  the  darkness  so  extravagantly  pourtrayed 

The  folly  of  greediness,  and  the  growing  popularity  of  tber 
save-all  system  amongst  parents  and  guardians,  have,  how- 
ever, chiefly  contributed  to  these  results.  The  fond  patent 
lays  up  for  the  young  spendthrift  where  it  would  ofteDer  ba 
better  to  see  himseilf  to  the  spending,  by  providing  for  his 
offspring  a  good  earnes1;  course  of  thorough  training  that 
shall  fit  the  youth  for  digging  his  way  along,  and  fighting, 
life's  good  fight  for  himself,  so  that  when  the  push  does  come 
he  may  not  alone  know  what  he  ought  to  seek  or  to  shun, 
but  may  possess  a  healthy  will  and  a  j^ower  to  do — in  fine,  to 
behave  himself  in  after  life. 

But  pharmacy  need  not  despair.  A  strict,  leisurely;, 
efficient  course  of  trainirg  must  become  more  and  more 
evidently  indispensable  for  us  as  time  gees  on;  and  in  ow 
vatied  pursuits  as  pharmacists  there  will  ever  be  found 
enough  of  solid  worth,  coupled  with  ample  emolument,  'to 
attract  and  to  satisfy  seme  of  the  test  and  the  wisest  bc  men, 
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hvwever"  face-value" — whicb,  of  course,  is  no  value  what- 
67er  ("  face-price  "  would  be  the  light  expression') — however 
much  superficiality  may  attract  to  their  ruin  the  bulk  of 
unthinking  mortals. 

Indeed,  whilst  much  of  gloominess  and  uncertainty  still 
prevails,  one  fact  is,  I  think,  a  match  for  it  all — the  fact  that 
though  things  are  all  cheaper  than  ever,  men  are  dearer  than 
ever ;  and  the  service  that  a  man  can  render  is  of  more  value 
— i.e ,  greater  worth — and  commands  a  higher  price  than 
ever  before  in  the  history  cf  the  world  :  labor  omnia  vincit. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  President,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Andrews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Martindale. 


CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Last  week's  meeting  saw  a  further  addition  to  the  member- 
ship, Messrs.  D.  Anderson,  R.  G.  Bryan,  A.  Lee,  H.  E. 
Monis,  H.  Maynell,  S.  G.  Massey,  C.  W.  Houseman,  H. 
Dwelly,  A.  E.  Ireland,  and  E.  C.  Spurge  having  been 
elected.  The  meeting  was  a  good  one,  so  far  as  business  is 
concerned,,  and  it  was  notable  in  respect  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  present  two  French  assistants — Messrs.  Loving  and 
Dames,  undergraduates  of  the  University  of  Lille — who  were 
on  a  visit  to  London.    The  paper  of  the  evening  was  an 

Epitome  and  Criticism  of  Beeswax  Analysis. 
By  R.  Glode  Guyer,  Ph.C. 

It  was  far  too  lengthy  for  reproduction  in  our  crowded 
columns,  to  a  greater  extent  than  our  own  epitome.  The 
author,  by  quoting  from  the  C.  &  D.  eight,  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  cases  respecting  beeswax,  held  that  the  subject 
was  one  which  requires  the  attention  of  pharmacists.  That 
wax  is  extremely  liable  to  adulteration  no  one  denies.  It  is 
upon  the  methods  of  finding  that  out  that  there  is  difference 
of  opinion,  and  the  paper  explained  these  matters. 

Melting  point. — If  this  is  taken  in  a  capillary -tube  the 
wax  should  be  allowed  to  congeal  in  the  tube  for  five  or  six 
hours  before  it  is  attached  to  the  thermometer- bulb  and 
lemelted,  otherwise  the  melting-point  will  be  returned  too  I 
low.    The  Hungarian  Society  of  Analysts  allows  the  wax  I 
to  remain  in  the  tube  twenty -four  hours  before  determining  ' 
the  melting-point,  and  this  course  should  be  followed  in  ' 
critical  cases.    The  author  referred  to  Pohl's,  Redwood's,  ' 
and  Bunsemann's  processes,  but  of  these  the  first  need  only  I 
be  described.    It  consists  in  smearing  the  thermometer- 
bulb  with  a  thin  layer  of  the  melted  wax,  setting  aside  for 
six  hours,  tlen  fixing  in  a  test-tube,  and  heating  to  fusion 
over  a  hot  iron  plate.    It  gives  very  good  results. 

Specific  Gravity. — Mr.  Guyer  briefly  described  Hager's, 
Dietericb's,  and  Cbattaway  and  Allen's  methods,  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  paper  spoke  so  favourably  of  Prccter's  method, 
as  described  in  "Pharmaceutical  Testing,"  that  there  appears 
to  be  little  necessity  for  a  more  painstaking  method  than 
that — viz.,  100  gr.  of  yellow  wax  with  a  5-gr.  weight  stuck 
in  it  should  sink  in  water,  but  should  float  with  a  3  gr. 
weight. 

Solubility  and  Chemical  Tests. — Wax  dissolves  wholly  in 
ether  at  22°  C.  in  boiling  alcohol  and  in  hot  chloroform.  It 
contains  12  to  16  per  cent,  of  cerotic  acid ;  but  most  of  its 
adulterants  also  contain  free  acids,  so  that  a  determination 
of  the  acidity  is  not  a  reliable  guide  to  purity.  Still  it  is 
determined  by  Lewkowitsch's  method,  thus  :— Boil  5  gr.  of 
the  sample  in  50  c.c.  of  alcohol,  and  titrate  the  hot  solution 
with  quadrinormal  KOH  with  phenolphthalein  as  indicator. 
The  result  is  expressed  in  millegrammes  of  KOH  required  for 
1  gramme  of  wax.  This  is  called  Kottshorfer's  number.  The 
ether  value  is  the  difference  between  this  number  and  the 
acid  value. 

The  author  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  iodine  and  bromine 
numbers  and  how  they  are  determined ;  then  took  up  the 
question  of  adulterants  and  their  detection.  Stearic  acid, 
resin,  ceresin  and  paraffin,  carnauba  wax,  Japan  wax,  tallow, 
honey,  and  water  were  dealt  with,  reference  being  made  to 
known  processes  for  their  detection.  Speaking  in  regard  to 
judging  the  results,  Mr.  Gujer  advocated  that  the  B.P.  melt- 
ing-point should  be  put  at  62  5°  to  64°  F.,  and  the  specific 
gravity  at  0  962  to  0  966 ;  these  narrow  limits  would  not  pass 
samples  heavily  adulterated.  The  various  solubilities  might 
also  be  considered,  but  valuable  information  is  obtained  by 
applying  Hubl's  test  for  the  ether,  &c,  values,  the  methods 


for  doing  that  being  excellently  described  in  Lewkowitsch's 
"  Oils,  Fats,  and  Waxes."    Mr.  Guyer  pointed  out,  however, 
that  though  this  process  is  of  great  utility  in  analysing  bees- 
wax, its  results  are  not  altogether  conclusive.    Every  sample 
should  be  boiled  with  alcohol ;  when  cold  filtered  and  add  an 
equal  volume  of  water  to  one  part,  and  an  equal  volume  of 
solution  of  chloride  of  calcium  to  another.    In  both  cases 
the  solution  should  remain  bright  and  clear,  precipitates 
indicating  the  presence  of  Japan  wax,  resin,  tallow,  &c.  In 
addition  to  these  two  tests,  the  wax,  if  of  a  doubtful  cha- 
racter, should  be  submitted  to  the  halogen  test ;  absorption  of 
either  iodine  or  bromine  at  ones  points  to  the  presence  of  a 
foreign  body,  most  probably  carnauba  wax,  tallow,  or  resin. 
In  concluding,  the  author  hinted  that  those  who  wish  to  try 
simpler  processes  than  those  indicated  in  his  paper  should 
refer  to  two  leaders  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist — viz , 
November  3, 1894,  page  645,  and  January  26.  1895  page  136, 
In  the  discussion  which  followed,  the  President  (Mr.  C. 
Morley)  said  that  provincial  pharmacists  usually  obtained 
their  yellow  wax  locally,  hence  it  was  white  beeswax  which 
needed  most  attention.    Mr.  Strother  said  he  remembered 
being  told  of  a  rough  test  for  the  purity  of  beeswax  by  a 
Belgian  pharmacist  twenty-five  years  ago.    He  had  found  it 
useful  in  practice — it  was  to  bite  the  sample.    Pure  wax 
was  tough,  and  did  not  adhere  to  the  teeth ;  wax  containing 
stearin  was  powdery.     Mr.  Moore  (Secretary)  inquired 
whether  many  provincial  pharmacists  bleached  their  own 
wax,  since  it  was  only  necessary  to  mould  it  in  thin  sheets 
and  expose  it  to  the  open  air  for  some  time.  Mr.  E.  W.  Hill 
said  that  all  pharmacists  ought  to  test  their  own  beeswax. 
Mr.  Hymans  said  that  pure  bleached  beaswax  was  never 
quite  white,  and  that  some  samples  of  foreign  wax  varied 
very  much  in  their  acid  and  saponification  numbers,  a  state- 
ment which  Mr.  C.  A.  Hill  confirmed.    Mr.  Guyer  replied 
that  he  did  not  think  many  pharmacists  bought  their  bees- 
wax locally,  nor  had  he  heard  of  any  who  bleached  it  at 
home.     He  had  noticed  that  great  variation  occurred  in 
samples  of  imported  beeswax,  as  mentioned  by  Messrs.  C. 
A.  Hill  and  Hymans. 

[It  should  be  noted  that  the  paper  deals  solely  with 
natural  unbleached  wax,  and  none  of  the  factors  refer  to 
white  wax,  which  is  most  liable  to  adulteration. — Ed. 
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LIVERPOOL  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  winter  session  was  held  at 
the  Royal  Institution  on  October  22,  the  President,  Mr.  M. 
Conroy,  F.C  S.,  in  the  chair.  The  books  presented  by  the 
Conference  were  on  the  table. 

The  P.A.T.A.  Meeting. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  asked  what  action  had  been  taken  by  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  in  reference  to  the 
meeting  they  proposed  to  hold  in  Liverpool. 

The  President  said  he  believed  the  Association  would  be 
holding  a  meeting  in  Liverpool  at  an  early  date. 

A  New  President. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  then  proposed  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  as 
President  for  the  ensuing  year.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Symes,  and  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  Abraham,  after  some 
pressing,  accepted  the  position. 

Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  F.C.S.,  read  a 

Note  on  the  Solubility  op  the  Double  Cyanide  of 
Zinc  and  Mercury. 
This  paper  referred  to  the  case  of  mercurial  poisoning 
mentioned  on  page  655  as  having  been  due  to  cyanide 
gauze,  and  Mr.  Marsden's  experiments  were  undertaken  to 
confirm  Mr.  Johnson's  results,  and  extend  our  knowledge  of 
the  solubility  of  the  double  cyanide  of  mercury  and  zinc. 
The  solvents  employed  were  water,  borax  solution,  and 
carbolic  lotion  at  various  temperatures,  with  the  following 
results : — 

Water  at  Normal  Temperature. — First  experiment. — One 
gramme  of  the  "  cyanide  "  washed  with  ten  15-c.c  quantities 
of  water  at  60°  F.,  lost  033  gramme,  or  3  3  per  cent. 
Second  experiment. — By  maceration  for  twenty-four  hours  in 
100  c.c.  water  at  60°  F.  1  gramme  of  cyanide  lost  -040,  or 
4  per  cent. 
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Hot  Water.  Ten  wakings  as  above,  with   water  a1; 

180°  F.,  gave  a  loss  of  7  2  per  cent.,  while  by  maceration 
(second  experiment),  at  170°  F.,  the  loss  was  6  8  per  ceDt. 
Third  experiment  (Sir  Joseph  Li6tet's  method).-  One  deci- 
gramme of  the  cyanide  was  diffused  in  distilled  water,  and 
made  up  to  1  litre.  By  means  of  a  suitable  apparatus 
(which  was  exhibited)  the  solution  was  kept  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  100°-UO°  F.  for  three  and  a  half  hours,  and  the 
amount  of  salt  dissolved  was  62  per  cent 

Borax  SAution  —  One  gramme  of  the  salt  with  1  of  borax 
and  30  c  c  of  water,  digested  at  170°  for  two  hours,  showed 
a  loss  of  26  3  per  cent. 

Carbolic  Lotion—  One  gramme  of  cyanide  was  digested 
during  two  hours  with  100  c.c  of  carbolic  lotion  (1  in  20)  at 
170°  F  ,  and  lo  t  10  9  per  cent. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  the  author's  report  on  cyanide 
solubility,  Sir  Joseph  Lister  took  1  gr.  of  cyanide,  thoroughly 
diffu-ed  in  2  000  gr.  oE  1  in-20  carbolic-lotion,  and  digested 
at  105°  F  for  3|  hours.  At  the  end  of  that  time  about  four- 
fifths  of  the  supernatant  liquid  was  poured  off,  the  vessel 
filled  op  with  distilled  water,  arid  allowed  to  stand  all  night. 
Oa  filtration  the  residue  was  found  to  weigh  6  gr.,  corre- 
sponding with  a  loss  of  40  per  cent. 

Sir  Joseph  Lester's  experiment  was  repeated,  taking  2 
decigrammes  of  cyanide  an3  diffusing  in  1  litre  of  carbolic 
lotion  1  in  20.  The  residue  was  found  to  weigh  102,  showing 
a  loss  of  49  per  cent. 

Professor  Wyndham  R.  Dunstar,  F  R  S.,  in  a  paper  com- 
municated to  the  Pharmaceutical  Socieiy  showed  that  the 
double  cyanide  consists  of  about  36  per  cent,  at  most  of 
mercuric  cyanide  occluded  in  zinc  cyanide.*  Id  a  later  paper  t 
he  showed  that  the  maximum  quantity  of  mercuric  cyanide 
"retained"  by  the  z'nc  cyanide  was  38  5  (which  corre- 
sponds very  nearly  with  the  proportion  of  salt  dissolved 
oat  by  Sir  Jo-eph  Lister).  He  added  that  prolonged  contact 
with  cold  water  leads  to  the  gradual  removal  of  mercuric 
cyanide.  Boiling  water  dissolves  the  mercurc  salt  more 
rapidly,  and  a  series  of  experiments  in  which  the  mass  of 
the  reacting  salts  (used  in  the  maoufaiture  of  the  cyanide) 
was  varied  proved  that  a  true  chemical  compound  is  formed 
and  suffers  decomposition  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  depend- 
ing upon  the  relative  amount  of  water  present. 

The  paper  concluded  with  a  tabular  .resume  of  the  fore- 
going results,  including  a  comparison  with  Mr.  Johnson's 
results  arrived  at  in  IE 91.  Tnis  rSiume  briDgs  inio  pro- 
minence the  accuracy  of  Professor  Danstan's  conclusion,  for 
the  greater  the  volume  of  water  used,  the  greater  was  the 
amount  of  cyanide  dissolvid. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  a?ked  if  Mr.  Marsdea  had  determined  wha'i 
was  the  residue  after  filtration. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  said  it  was  difficult  to  discuss  a 
paper  such  as  this,  unless  one  had  the  figures  fully  before 
one.  He  had  always  looked  upon  the  double  cyanide  of 
mercury  and  zinc  as  a  mixture  from  which  the  mercury 
could  be  slowly  liberated.  If  it  be  a  chemical  compound  it 
is  a  very  loose  one.  The  liberation  of  mercury  seemed  to 
vary  according  to  the  conditions  under  which  it  was  em- 
ployed, and  it  was  undesirable  to  use  it  if  any  better  anti- 
septic could  be  found. 

Dr  Symes  said  that  large  quantities  of  the  double  cyanide 
had  been  used,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think,  in  cases  of 
irregular  action,  it  might  be  largely  due  to  the  patients 
being  susceptible  to  the  action  of  mercury.  Moreover,  many 
of  these  preparations  were  largely  employed  long  after  the 
original  introducers  had  ceased  to  use  them,  and  were 
turning  their  attention  to  something  better.  He  instanced 
a  case  where  Sir  Joseph  Lister  had  simply  stated  that  a  pre- 
paration "might  be  employed  with  advantage,"  and  as  a 
result  a  large  trade  was  done  in  the  article,  though,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  atticle  had  not  been  used  by  Sir  Joseph 
Lister  at  all. 

The  President  said  that  Prof.  Dunstan  had  found  the 
double  cyanide  to  be  a  definite  chemical  compound. 

Mr.  Mabsden,  in  replying,  said  tha1;  he  had  found  on 
testing  the  residue  that  it  consisted  of  mercuric  cyanide 
Sir  Joseph  Lister  had  recommended  the  use  of  carbolic  acid 
in  conjunction  with  the  cyanide.  The  patient  who  was  sali- 
vated was  susceptible  to  the  influence  of  both  arsenic  and 
mercury. 

*  C.  <L-  D.,  February  15, 18S0,  page  H2. 
f  C.  &  D.,  November  26,  1892,  page  451. 


Mr.  Harold  Wv/att  then  read  the  following 

Dispensing  Notes. 

Creosotal.  or  Creosote  Carbonate,  from  its  insolubility  in 
most  menstrua  except  strong  alcohol,  can  only  be  given  in  a 
mixture  emulsified  with  gum  or  some  similar  emuisifier. 
1  he  followii  g  formula  gives  a  good  mixture  ia  which  the 
slight  creosote  taste  is  well  disguised  :  — 

Creosotal  9iv. 

Gum  acacia,  in  powder   ..       ..       ..       ..  5iij. 

Rum  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3s". 

Syrup  of  Tolu   2?s. 

Water  to  3iv. 

Melt  the  creoi-itil.  pour  it  on  tlae  gum  in  a  w  rm  mortar,  mix  will,  ad  1 
the  rum  and  then  water,  little  by  little,  until  an  emu'sion  is  formed 
Make  up  to  31  oz.,  and  add  the  syrup  last  of  all. 

Guaiaeol  Carbonate  can  be  dispensed  in  like  manner,  usiDg 
3  dr.  of  syrup  to  ruo  down  the  guaiaeol  carbonate,  and  finely 
dividing  it  before  adding  the  gum.  The  mortar  need  not  be 
heated  a1;  all  in  this  ca^e. 

Guaiaeol  is  usually  looked  upon  as  insoluble  in  water — or 
nearly  so— but  his  experience  of  the  varying  so'uoility  of 
samp'es  of  creosote,  coupled  with  a  note  from  Mr  Hanson  to 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  recently,  stattDg  that  guaiaeol 
is  sotableio  water  prompted  the  author  toascertain  to  whatex- 
tentguaiacol  is  sol  ublein  water.  He  finds  that  I  part  of  puaiacol, 
S3,  gr  1-124,  is  soluble  in  70  parts  of  water  a*.  15  5°  C,  so 
thit  for  a  1  practical  purposes  not  more  than  48  minims  will 
dissolve  in  8  oz.  of  water.  If  larger  doses  are  to  be  adminis- 
tered they  may  be  given  in  capsules,  but  the  guaia"ol  should 
then  be  mixed  with  some  fixed  oil,  as  it  rapidly  dis^ohes  the 
hard  gelatine  capsules  used  in  dispensing. 

SyrvpofTolu. — The  long  boiling  of  the  Tolu  balsam  in  making 
the  B.P.  syrup  cannot  fail  to  dissipate  many  of  the  volatile 
cor  stituectj,  and  so  tend  to  diminish  the  flavour  of  the 
finished  product  Whiht  in  France  the  au'.hor  became  ac- 
qnainti  d  with  a  rapid  way  of  preparing  a  syrup  su;  eror  ta 
tnat  nca  e  by  the  B  P.  process,  and  one  which  keeps  icdaS- 
ni'ely  The  ba'sam  is  powdered  in  a  mtrtar,  and  thee 
lubbtd  with  four  times  its  weight  of  well-washed  coarse 
satd  heated  so  that  the  hand  can  just  bear  the  heat.  The 
particles  of  said  become  crated  with  the  Tolu,  and  the 
powder  so  formed  is  treated  with  successive  portions  of 
water  at  about  120  -140°  F.,  in  which  the  sugar  is  after- 
wards dissolved  with  as  little  heat  as  possible.  By  the  use 
of  sand  a  large  surface  of  the  Tolu  is  exposed  to  the  action  of 
the  water,  so  that  it  is  as  well  exhausted  as  by  bjiliDg,  and 
the  benzine  taste  does  not  develop. 

Ano  her  note  was  read  upon  spt.  amnion,  arom.  prepared 
without  di-tillation,  in  which  the  use  of  terpeneless  oil  of 
lemon  was  recommenced. 

The  PRiSiDENT  said  he  greeted  these  notes  with  pleasure 
because  of  their  practical  value.  So  far  as  he  knew  ti?ere 
was  not  a  pleasanter  preparation  to  make  than  sjrop 
of  Tela,  but  the  presence  of  the  bei  zine  odour  indicated 
that  there  must  be  some  great  loss  of  the  tssential  con- 
stituents. He  could  not  see,  however,  how  the  slightly 
warmed  water  could  take  up  enough  of  the  cinnamic  and 
other  acids  as  compared  with  the  simple  boiling  process. 
When  concentrated  essnnce  of  lemon  first  came  out,  its 
triends  claimed  that  it  was  thirty  times  stronger  thaa  ordi- 
nary essence  of  lemon  ;  but  he  was  never  able  to  find  that 
it  was  more  than  fourteen  to  fifteen  times  as  stroog,  and 
when  it  was  considered  that  good  essence  would  only  yield 
7  per  cent,  of  citral,  it  could  not  be  expected.  As  to  the 
sample  of  spt.  ammon.  arom.  shown,  he  thought  lhst  the 
colour  was  too  dark,  compared  with  that  by  the  B  P.  process, 
and  if  sent  out  by  a  wholesale  house  would  lead  to  complaints 
in  that  respect. 

Mr.  A.  O  Abraham  said  he  could  confirm  the  statement 
as  to  the  cone.  ess.  lemon  ;  it  was  C9rtaitly  not  so  strong 
as  it  was  supposed  to  be,  and  he  had  been  much  disap- 
pointed in  connection  with  its  perfuming  properties.  He 
bad  tiied  it  for  lin  pot  iod.  c.  sapon  ,  but  its  odour  in  that 
preparation  was  soon  lost,  and  it  changed  as  quickly  as 
the  oil. 

Mr.  R.  C  Cowley  said  that  sal  v.latile  made  in  the  way 
suggested  by  Mr.  Wyatt  was  never  toe  same  flavour  as  tbe 
distilled.     Mr.  Umney,  some  few  years  ago,  said  that  tbe 
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essential  oil  of  nutmegs  contains  a  little  fatty  oil,  and  that 
oil  takes  away  from  the  flavour. 

The  President  said  he  did  not  see  how  a  fatty  oil  could 
exist  in  the  essential  oil  as  indicated. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes  thought  Mr.  Wyatt'a  suggestion  very 
ingenious,  and  he  was  obliged  to  him  for  his  practical  notes. 

Mr.  Hoenbloweb  said  that  after  making  the  sal  volatile 
by  the  B  P.  process  there  was  always  some  oil  left  in  the 
still,  but  he  believed  tbat  not  any  citrai  was  left  behind. 

Mr.  Marsden  asked  how  the  sal  volatile  behaved  when 
blended  with  water. 

This  question  was  promptly  answered  by  the  Secretary, 
who  mixed  some  with  water,  and  the  result  was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Wtatt,  in  responding  to  the  vote  of  thanks,  said 
that  the  syrup  of  Tolu  made  by  his  process  was  quite  equal 
to  that  made  by  the  B.P.  process,  and  there  was  not  any 
advantage  in  heating  it.  He  was  not  aware  that  there  was 
any  fatty  oil  in  the  essential  oil  of  nutmegs  as  indicated  by 
Mr  Cowley. 

Mr.  Theo.  H.  Wardleworth  then  exhibited  a  specimen 
of  spurious  matico,  and  read  a  short  note  regarding  it.  Most 
probably  it  was  Artanthe  adunca,  Miq.,  but  it  had  not  yet 
been  definitely  identified. 


MANCHESTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  held  a  very  sucoesssf  al  smoking-concert  a* 
the  Victoria  Hotel  on  Friday  evening  last.  Mr.  G.  S" 
Woolley,  the  President  of  the  Association,  occupied  the 
■chair,  and  about  100  gentlemen  were  present.  Mr.  R.  Dottie, 
a  distinguished  local  litterateur  and  amateur  entertainer, 
contributed  several  of  his  choicest  recitations.  The  conceit 
extended  over  three  hours,  and  at  the  close,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  R.  Gibson,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr. 
Woolley,  who,  in  acknowledging  the  compliment,  called  the 
attention  of  the  company  to  the  syllabus  of  the  Society's 
meetings  for  the  session,  and  hoped  there  would  be  good 
attendances.  The  pipers  to  be  read  included  "To  what 
extent  should  the  Pharmacopseia  be  an  Authority  on  the 
Purity  and  Analysis  of  Drugs "  ;  "  From  Alchemy  to 
■Chemistry,  an  Hisiorical  Sketch  "  ;  "  From  Mont  Blanc  to  the 
Matterhorn  "  ;  "  Living  Tissues  as  Chemical  Reagents  " 
and  "  Practical  Photography." 


CAMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  offioers  hive  been  elected  for  the  ensuing 
session  : — 

President:  Mr.  Alderman  Deck,  F.C  S. 

Vice-Presidents  :  Messrs.  A.  Ivatt,  M.A.,  F.C.S,  and  A.  S. 
Campkin,  J  P. 

Treasurer :  Mr.  H.  T  Cook. 

Hon.  Sees  :  Messrs.  E.  Saville  Peck,  B.A.,  and  J.  Milling. 
Committee:  Messrs.  C.   S.  Addison,  C.  H.  Church,  L. 
Hutchins,  H.  J.  Parsons,  Moss,  and  McAvoy. 

GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 
The  Winter's  Progbamme. 
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Nov.  5. — "At  Home,"  Cockburn  Hotel.   Reception  by  President  and 
Council. 

„   19.—"  The  Relation  of  Medicine  to  Pharmacy,"  Mr.  Alex.  Laing. 
Eec.   3. — Short  Papers  by  members,  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Miller. 

„  17. — Lecture  (in  rooms  of  Philosophical  Society,  207  Bath  Street) 
"  From  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Matterhorn,"  illustrated  by 
lantern-light,  Mr.  W.  Lamond  Howie,  F.C.S. 

1897. 

Jan.  7.—"  Botany  as  a  Recreation."  Mr.  James  Robb. 

,,  21.—"  Alkaloids,"  Mr.  J.  H.  Hoaeason. 
Feb.  4.— Annual  Suciale. 

„   18.— Short  Papers  by  members,  Messrs.  Gray  and  Mackay. 
Mar.  4.— "The  Rbntgen  Rays,"  Mr.  D.  Watson. 

„   18.—"  The  Latin  of  Pharmacy,"  Mr.  George  Ooull,  B.Sc. 
Apr.      — Annual  Business  Meeting. 

The  Association  opened  its  session  on  the  evening  of 
Thursday,  October  22,  in  the  rooms  at  94  West  Regent 
Street,  Glasgow.  Mr.  W.  L  Currie,  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, was  in  the  chair. 

Tee  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Anderson  Russell,  formally  inti- 


mated to  the,  members  that  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  was  to  hold  its  meetings  in  Glasgow  next  year. 
He  also  stated  that  he  bad  received  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  another  Association  referring  to  the  Companies  Act, 
and  especially  to  Lord  Herschell's  amendment  of  that 
measure. 

The  President  then  delivered  his  address.  He  alluded 
first  to  the  resolution  forwarded  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  by  the  Executive  of  the  North  British  Branch,  that 
it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Executive  that  "  the  time  had 
arrived  for  making  the  Preliminary  examination  a  more 
efficient  test  of  a  candidate's  general  knowledge."  The 
Government  visitor's  report  to  the  Privy  Council  on  the 
examinations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  reference  to 
this  one  stated  that  "  It  is  an  easy  one,  but  as  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  pass  it  before  commencing  pharmaceutical  study,  it 
is  too  commonly  put  oil  till  the  last  moment,  with  lamentable 
results.  The  weakness  in  Latin  and  arithmetic  of  some  of 
the  candidates  who  even  pass  the  examination  manifests 
itself  at  the  later  and  more  important  qualifying  examina- 
tion." Oat  of  1,468  candidates  who  presented  themselves 
only  708  paf  sed.  At  the  examination  for  the  Minor  qualifica- 
tion held  this  month  in  London,  out  of  164  candidates  only 
50  passed.  He  made  bold  to  say  that  in  a  great  many  cases 
Dr,  Stevenson's  remarks  explained  the  reason.  It  was  in  the 
interests  of  the  candidates  themselves,  in  the  interests  of 
their  business,  that  this  condition  of  affairs  should  be 
remedied.  He  thought  that  seeing  the  qualifying  examina- 
tion had  been  more  severe,  the  time  had  come  to  increase 
the  subjects  for  the  Preliminary,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
to  keep  pace  with  other  examining  bodies.  The  Preliminary 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  compared  with  other  entrance 
examinations,  was  a  mere  nothing.  A  Standard  VII.  school- 
boy was  quite  capable  of  working  through  the  examination 
easily.  It  was  not  creditable  that  the  present  regulations, 
which  allowed  a  candidate  to  present  himself  till  successful, 
should  be  much  longer  con  tinned.  It  might  be  harsh,  but  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  number  of  times  should  be  limited,  and  he 
would  go  the  length  of  saying  tbat  if  a  candidate  failed  three 
times  he  should  be  debarred  from  presenting  himself  again. 
Some  might  ask  what  benefit  was  to  be  derived  from 
increasing  the  stringency  of  the  Preliminary  examination. 
He  believed  it  would  improve  the  class  of  apprentices  by 
giving  them  those  who  would  study  for  the  sake  of  study, 
and  it  would  raise  the  status  of  their  profession  in  every 
direction.  Mr.  Carrie  then  referred  to  the  last  election  of 
the  new  Council  in  May,  and  expressed  his  gratification  that 
the  two  Scotch  representatives,  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Storrar, 
were  returned  second  and  fourth  respectively  on  the  list  of 
successful  candidates.  Their  best  thanks  were  due  to  those 
gentlemen  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  always 
attended  to  the  pharmaceutical  interests  of  Scotland.  He 
also  alluded  in  highly  laudatory  terms  to  the  services  of  Mr. 
Carteighe,  and  to  the  new  President  of  the  Society,  Mr. 
Walter  Hills.  Passing  reference  was  next  made  to  the  inter- 
change of  friendly  greetings  between  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
gow in  June  last,  when  a  number  of  Glasgow  chemists 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade 
Association  and  took  part  in  their  annual  picnic.  Mr. 
Currie  also  tendered  his  warmest  thanks  to  those  members 
of  the  Society  who  returned  him  to  the  Executive  of  the 
North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  at  the 
election  in  June.  Allusion  followed  to  the  promised  visit  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  to  Glasgow  next 
year.  He  had  the  honour  of  extending  the  invitation  to 
Glasgow  on  the  closing-day  of  the  Conference  at  Liverpool 
this  year,  and  if  the  manner  in  which  it  was  received  and 
accepted  gave  any  indication  as  to  the  popularity  of  the 
prospective  visit,  he  had  only  to  say  that,  given  favour- 
able weather-conditions,  all  other  things  being  equal, 
the  visit  to  Glasgow  should  te  a  record  one. 
The  Federation  of  Local  Associations  was  referred  to 
at  some  length.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  during 
Conference  week  this  year,  it  was  agreed  that  there  was  a 
necessity  for  some  such  body  as  the  Federation,  that  strong 
efforts  snould  be  made  to  get  representation  from  every  local 
Association,  and  that  the  original  objects  of  the  Federation 
should  be  carried  out  as  completely  as  possible.  He  thought 
the  Federation  could  be  of  great  service  in  consolidating 
their  ranks,  and  in  discussing  matters  by  means  of  associa- 
tions which  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could 
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not  properly  discuss.  The  Society  was  the  only  body 
through  which  Parliament,  for  instance,  could  be  ap- 
proached by  the  drug-trade  in  connection  with  any 
matter  affecting  their  calling.  The  Societ7  possessed  a 
Royal  Charter,  was  recognised  by  the  public,  the  medical 
profession,  and  the  Government.  But  there  were  questions 
of  trade  interests  which  the  Council  could  not  very  well  dis- 
cuss, although  they  might  consider  such  points  when  brought 
before  their  notice.  He  believed  it  was  possible  to  improve 
the  numerical  status  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ;  and  if 
the  Federated  Associations  accomplished  that  and  no  more, 
they  would  have  done  much.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Federa- 
tion this  year  it  was  intimated  that  eleven  associations  had 
joined,  and  that  several  others  would  probably  do  so  shortly. 
Turning,  in  conclueioo,  to  local  matters,  Mr.  Currie  said  that 
during  the  past  four  years  the  Glasgow  Association  had 
played  an  important  part  in  discussions  relative  to  pharma- 
ceutical politics,  and  had  had  an  influence  for  good  in  many 
directions  In  the  session  on  which  they  were  now  entering 
he  trusted  the  opportunity  would  not  be  wanting  to  show 
they  still  existed,  and  that,  should  occasion  require  it,  they 
would  speak  out  their  minds  with  no  uncertain  meaning. 
Mr.  Currie  then  announced  that  the  first  "Kinninmont" 
prizeman  was  Mr.  David  Band  McDonald,  who  was  the  only 
candidate  who  presented  himself  for  examination,  and  had 
made  a  sufficient  percentage  of  marks  to  fairly  earn  the 
prize.  Numerous  inquiries  were  made  about  the  conditions 
attached  to  the  competition,  and  some  had  even  entered 
their  names  as  competitors,  but  all,  with  the  exception  of 
Mr.  McDonald,  had  ultimately  withdrawn.  He  hoped  that 
next  year  would  see  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  competitors  for  this  prize,  the  possession  of  which  their 
young  men  should  be  proud  of  obtaining. 

Mr.  Moib.  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Currie  for 
his  address,  criticised  some  of  the  points  which  he  had 
touched  upon.  While  he  approved  of  the  Preliminary 
examination  being  made  more  stringent,  he  thought  the 
Executive  in  Edinburgh  had  things  of  much  more  import- 
ance, and  of  more  vital  interest  to  the  trade,  than  the 
Preliminary  examination  to  discuss  at  present.  Nor  could 
he  support  Mr.  Currie's  suggestion  that,  in  the  event  of  a 
man  failing  two  or  three  times  in  the  examination,  he 
should  be  debarred  from  trying  again.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  Legislature  would  look  at  such  a  proposal  for  a 
moment.  The  great  danger  of  such  a  course  was  that  it 
might  fill  the  trade  with  those  who  would  not  pass,  and 
never  had  any  intention  of  passing  the  examination.  As  to 
the  Federation  of  Associations,  he  confessed  be  did  not  see 
that  the  Federation  bad  been  doing  much  good.  He  hoped 
that  in  the  future  it  would  do  something  more  than  it  had 
done  in  the  past. 

Mr.  John  McMillan  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks,  and 
Mr.  Currie  briefly  replied. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 

A  "  musical  and  social  "  meeting  of  the  above  Association 
was  held  on  Wednesday,  October  21,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Mr.  A.  P.  Nosworthy.  An  excellent  programme  of 
music  was  rendered  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  C.  G. 
Yates  and  C.  A.  Blarney  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


THE   MIDLAND  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  President  (Mr.  H.  S.  Lawton)  occupied  the  chair  at  a 
meeting  held  on  October  21.  Mr.  Frank  Cisson  read  a  paper 
on  "  Old  Pharmacy."  He  explained  that  owing  to  pressure 
of  other  work  he  had  been  unable  to  investigate  the  subject 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  himself.  In  his  paper,  as  pre- 
sented, he  had  had  to  rely  largely  on  papers  published  in  the 
trade  journals  by  Messrs.  Sugg,  Redwood,  and  Benger,  in  the 
years  1871,  1872,  1874,  and  1877.  Referring  to  the  drugs  of 
the  Bible,  he  remarked  that  the  names,  as  translated,  were 
in  many  cases  very  misleading.  In  very  few  cases  are  we 
told  the  nature  of  the  remedies  employed  against  diseases, 
or  anything  of  the  healing  art  in  general.  Two  exceptions 
may  be  pointed  out — Hezekiah,  treated  with  a  poultice  of 
figs,  and  the  Good  Samaritan's  first  aid.  Poisons  are  men- 
tioned, but  only  in  connection  with  animals,  as  the  serpent. . 


There  is  no  mention  of  preparations  of  poisons  being  used  to 
destroy  life.  "Witchcraft"  (pharmakeia),  as  used  by  St. 
Paul,  may  probably  mean  poisoning,"  or  else  the  prepara- 
tion of  philtres.  In  Exodus  we  bave  a  prescription  in  a 
proper,  workable  form  for  the  preparation  of  the  anointiDg- 
oil.  Ointments  are  freqaently  mentioned,  and  were  largely 
used  as  perfumes.  In  Job  we  have  an  allus'on  to  their  mode 
of  manufacture,  and  in  Ecclesiastes  to  the  trouble  arising 
from  flies  in  them. 

Turning  to  profane  history,  on  Egyptian  sculpture  wi 
find  figures  of  men  using  mortar  and  pestles.  Ssales  a  s> 
are  shown,  much  like  our  dispensing  scales.  In  GreeK 
mythology  we  read  of  .Esculapius.  son  of  Apollo,  who 
studied  the  art  of  healing  with  herbs,  and  went  as  ship's 
doctor  with  the  Argonauts  on  their  famous  voyage.  The 
Greeks  and  Romans  bad  a  fair  knowledge  of  soap,  starch, 
glass,  leather,  mineral  and  vegetable  pigments,  wine,  beer, 
vinegar,  sulphur,  carbonate  of  soda,  &c.  Hippocrates,  who 
died  about  b  c  3B0,  and  Gileo,  who  died  about  A  d.  190,  are 
well-known  names.  But  it  is  to  the  Arabs  that  we  owe  the 
greater  part  of  our  present  chemical  knowledge.  They  appear 
to  have  first  tried  making  new  medicines  by  chemical 
changes.  As  early  as  the  eighth  century  a.d.  we  find  Geber 
acquainted  with  or  preparing  vinegar,  nitric  acid,  milk  of- 
snlphur,  arsenic,  borax,  salt,  alum,  sal-ammoniac,  fenous 
sulphate,  nitre,  mercuric  chloride,  and  others.  During  the 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  centuries,  dispensaries- 
appear  to  have  been  founded  often  at  the  public  expense  in 
France  and  Germany,  and  we  find  the  first  pharmacopoeia 
published  at  Nuremburg,  by  Cordus,  in  1542.  The  first 
London  pharmacopoeia  appeared  in  1618,  with  eleven  later 
additions.  In  the  early  editions  are  the  usual  animal 
abominations  then  in  use — earthworms,  frogs,  puppies,  foxes, 
skull  of  man,  &c,  and  electuaries  containing  fifty  and  sixty 
ingredients,  and  in  one  case  124  different  substances.  The 
author  then  traced  the  gradual  rise  of  the  apothecaries,  andi 
the  development  of  the  modern  chemist  and  druggist.  Some 
specimens  of  the  recipes  published  two  centuries  ago  were 
given  in  conclusion. 


PLYMOUTH  AND  DISTRICT.— JUNIORS. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  lectures  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Latin  ' 
was  given  by  Mr.  J.  R  Johnson,  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital' 
at  the  Foresters'  Hall  on  Wednesday  last.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  apprentices,  and  the  lecture,  which  dealt 
mostly  with  the  rudiments  of  Latin  grammar  and  the  simple 
terms  used  in  prescriptions,  was  much  appreciated.  Good 
wishes  were  expressed  to  Mr.  H  0.  Westcott,  a  former 
Junior  Secretary,  who  was  leaving  the  district  for  an  appoint- 
ment with  the  York  Glass  Company.  The  Secbetary,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Buckley,  announced  that  an  address  to  the  students 
would  be  given  by  Mr.  E  M  Holmes,  of  London,  on  the 
eveniDg  previous  to  the  annual  dinner,  November  17  next. 


Trade  in  Asia  Minor. — The  German  Consul  in  Bigdad 
(Turkey  in  Asia)  states  that  up  to  the  present  drugs, 
chemicals,  and  pharmaceutical  articles  generally  are  chiefly 
imnorted  from  Paris  and  Marseilles.  Last  year,  however, 
Berlin  manufacturers  had  begun  to  compete,  and  although 
thus  far  their  share  in  the  business  is  a  small  one,  their 
goods  have  been  favourably  received.  The  aniline  and 
general  colour  trade  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  German  and 
Swiss  firms.  It  is  stated  that  some  of  the  large  Germaa 
colour-factories  intend  to  establish  in  Bagdad  a  transit  riepub 
for  supplying  the  Western  Provinces  of  Persia  with  their 
goods  A  small  quantity  of  oil  colours  of  common  quali'y  is 
imported  from  Germany,  Britain  and  France,  while  Vienna 
supplies  ultramarine  in  balls  or  powder.  The  demand  for 
perfumery  and  soaps  is  small.  Witbin  the  last  few  months 
German  and  Austrian  manufacturers  from  Carlsruhe,  Zeitz, 
and  Vienna  bave  commenced  to  pay  attention  to  this  market. 
From  Beyrout,  in  Syria,  the  German  Consul  reports  tbat  his 
country  takes  a  very  important  stare  of  the  importation  cf 
drugs  and  pharmaceutical  articles  on  that  market,  especially 
those  sold  by  retail  pharmacists.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
bulk  of  heavy  drugs  and  chemicals,  especially  alum,  potash, 
and  caustic  soda  for  scapmakers'  use,  are  imported  from 
Britain. 
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legal  "Reports 


COUNTY  CDURT  CASE3. 

Martin  v.  Zeno — The  CoMMiSbioN  Question. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  October  23,  before  Mr 
Commissioner  Kerr  and  a  jury,  the  case  of  Mattin  v.  Zmo  & 
Co-  (Limited),  referred  to  in  these  columns  a  fortnight  ago, 
was  concluded.  Mr.  Robert  R  Martin  sought  to  recover 
from  ZeDo  &  Co.  (Limited),  wholesale  chemists  and  per- 
fumers, 36Z.  Os.  lQd.  as  commission  for  selling  chemical  and 
perfume  goods  on  their  behalf  while  on  a  trip  to  the  East. 
Mr.  F.  P.  M  Schiller  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  Mr. 
Ruegg,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Groser  appeared  for  the  defendants 
The  case  had  been  adjourned  by  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  for 
trial  before  a  jury  because  of  the  contradictory  evidence 
adduced. 

Mr.  Martin  repeated  generally  the  evidence  he  gave  at  the 
former  hearing.  He  wished,  however,  to  correct  the  evidercs 
which  he  gave  on  the  former  occasion  about  being  ill  It 
was  not  on  account  of  illness  that  he  went  on  the  trip  He 
endeavoured  to  give  that  explanation,  but  was  prevented 
from  doing  so  by  his  Honour,  who  at  the  last  tiial  told  him 
to  be  quiet  Ic  was  while  he  was  negotiating  the  matter 
with  Mr  William  Oppenheimer,  the  managing  director  of 
Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  that  his  brother,  Mr. 
Gdorge  Oppenheimer,  the  managing  director  of  the  defendant 
company,  came  in.  An  arrangement  was  then  made  that  he 
was  to  be  paid  a  commission  of  10  per  cent-,  for  all  the  busi- 
ness which  he  could  introduce  for  the  defendant  company. 
The  10  per  cent,  was  afterwards  increased  to  12|  per  cent., 
because  he  found  that  his  expenses  weie  very  neavy.  The 
first  time  he  eDdeavoared  to  get  business  for  the  defendants 
was  in  Cairo.  He  there  found  that  the  business  houses  who 
would  buy  Oppenheimer,  S3n  &  Co. 'a  chemical  goods  would 
not  also  purchase  Zeno's  perfumes.  It  was  not,  therefore, 
correct  to  say,  as  had  been  said,  that  he  could  do  business 
for  both  in  one  shop.  Mr.  Martin  was  proceeding  to  tell 
the  jury  the  contents  of  one  of  the  letters  which  he  wrote, 
when 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  stopped  him,  and  exclaimed  :  You 
must  not  address  the  jary,  please.  That  is  tbe  business  of 
your  counsel.    We  have  bad  too  much  of  it  already. 

The  plaintiff,  continuing,  said  that  while  he  was  abroad  in 
February  he  wrote  to  the  defendants,  and  said  ihit  he  could 
not  get  Z;no  orders  without  spending  some  money,  and  that 
up  till  then  he  bad  spent  considerable  sums  in  gettirg  the 
orders  which  he  had  been  able  to  secure  He  also  said  "  The 
spending  of  this  money  does  cot  belp  Oppenheimer,  Son  & 
Co.  (Limited)  "  He  did  not  mean  by  that,  as  Mr  Oppenheimer 
stated  on  the  last  occasion,  that  he  knew  the  commissions  were 
to  go  to  Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.  When  he  undertook  to 
obtain  the  defendants  orders  he  thought  be  would  be  killing 
two  birds  with  one  stone,  and  do  business  for  both  houses  at 
the  same  time,  as  he  had  stated,  but  that  turned  out  not  to 
be  so.  Chemists  would  not  boy  the  defendants'  goods,  and 
he  could  only  sell  them  at  bazaars  and  general  stores.  He 
also  intimated  to  the  defendants  that  the  money  he  had  to 
spend  on  "pegs  of  whisky  and  soda"  was  considerable. 
(Laughter.) 

In  cross-examination  he  said  he  only  did  business  for  the 
defendants  with  the  permission  of  his  own  employers.  He 
was  to  have  been  paid  a  commission  by  his  own  firm  if  his 
profits  exceeded  a  certain  amount,  but  his  firm  took  good 
care  that  the  profits  should  not  exceed  the  amount  specified 
He  still  adhered  to  that  statement,  although  tbe  firm  would 
have  had  90  per  cent,  of  the  piofits  if  they  had  exceeded  the 
amount  mentioned  in  his  agreement.  Mr.  William  Opf  en- 
heimer  constituted  the  board,  to  all  intents  and  pu  poses.  It 
was  untrue  to  suggest  that  while  he  was  in  tbe  E  tsfc  he 
worked  for  anyone  besides  the  defendants  aid  his  own  firm. 
He  had  with  him  a  man  named  Davis,  and  paid  his  parage 
money,  and  engaged  him  to  get  orders  for  the  defendants. 
Davis  canvassed  on  behalf  of  other  firms  as  well,  but  witness 
did  not  share  those  commissions.  He  did  not  "  take  "  Davis 
with  him.  He  met  him  in  Egypt,  and  fitanced  him.  Mr. 
Davis  went  out  because  his  health  broke  down.  He  did  not 
tell  Mr.  Oppenheimer  he  was  taking  Davis.  Davis  had  to 
sue  for  his  salary  when  he  left.    (Laughter.)    Since  their 


return  Davis  had  been  with  him  in  business  in  different  ways. 
When  he  arranged  Jor  the  commission  to  be  paid  to  him  be 
knew  that  be  would  have  to  pay  li  private  commissions  "  in 
order  to  get  basiness  in  the  Ea't.  The  only  way  of  intro- 
ducing a  new  perfume,  such  as  Zeno's  was,  was  to  pay  com- 
missions to  the  people  who  could  give  orders  for  it.  He  told 
his  firm  so.  He  only  wanted  the  commission  to  cover  his 
extra  expenses.  He  did  not  want  to  make  money  out  of  the 
defendants.  He  had  spent  between  HOI.  and  501.  in  getticg 
orders  for  the  defendants.  He  had  not  the  accounts  in  court, 
because  they  were  not  asked  for.  Private  commissions  which 
were  paid  were  not  supposed  to  be  made  public.  In  one 
instance  be  had  to  give  60  rupees  to  a  broker  for  giving  an 
order,  and  that  money  had  to  be  divided  with  the  manager. 
He  did  not  call  "private  commissions"  bribes.  It  was  an 
"  arrangement  which  existed  very  largely  in  the  perfume 
business  in  the  Ea3t."  Zeno  perfumes  had  never  been  heard 
of  before  he  went  there.  The  private  commissions  generally 
had  to  go  to  the  managers  of  departments. 
Mr.  Raegg  :  I  call  that  brifces. 

Tbe  P.'aintiff  :  If  yon  were  in  business  you  would  ba  very 
glad  to  pay  it.  (Laoghter.) 

Mr.  Raegg  :  I  should  much  prefer  to  get  Easiness  without 
doing  it.    Are  these  pegs  of  whisky  and  sodas  for  managers 

too  1 

The  Plaintiff :  Evidently  you  have  not  been  in  business. 
(Renewed  laoghter.)  A  peg  of  whisky  is  a  very  convenient 
form  of  getting  business  in  India.  But  there  are  also  com- 
missions, frieghts  and  duties  to  pay.  At  Bombay  the  clear- 
ing charges  for  the  samples  were  31.  10s.,  and  at  Cape  Town 
11.  6s. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Davis  corroborated  the  plaintiff  as  to  the 
arrangement  for  the  payment  of  the  commission.  It  was 
not  true,  he  said,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Oppenheimer  on  the  last 
occasion,  that  he  was  a  shorthand  clerk  to  the  firm.  He 
was  the  assistant  office-manager,  and  when  he  left  Mr. 
Oppenheimer  gave  him  a  testimonial  in  which  he  spoke  very 
highly  of  him.  His  duties  consisted  of  issuing  summonses 
against  doctors  for  drugs  supplied,  and  the  reason  he  remem- 
bered the  conversation  when  the  plaintiff's  arrangement  was 
made  was  because  he  bad  to  ask  Mr.  Oppenheimer  if  he 
should  issue  a  summons  for  5s  8d.  He  went  into  the  room 
to  inquire  and  then  it  was  that  he  overheard  the  conversa- 
tion. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  William  Oppenheimer  was  called,  and 
said  it  was  not  true  that  they  ever  agreed  to  give  the  plaintiff 
the  commission  which  he  said  had  been  agreed  upon.  The 
plaintiff  undertook  to  get  Zeno  orders,  and  thus  earn  a 
commission  which  would  assist  to  pay  the  heavy  expenses 
they  were  incurring  in  sending  the  plaintiff  to  the  East.  It 
was  simply  out  of  kindness  that  they  sent  the  plaintiff  to 
Egypt,  for  he  was  spitting  blood.  They  were  to  receive  what 
commissions  he  earned,  and  these  were  togo  in  reduction  of  the 
Q51  or  90Z.  per  month  which  they  paid  him  while  he  was  travel- 
ing. Davis  was  not  present  at  tbe  meeting  to  which  the  plaintiff 
deposed.  Separate  expenses  were  never  mentioned.  Ic 
was  quite  the  reverse.  They  thought  that  the  plaintiff 
instead  of  doing  a  paltry  300i.  worth  of  business  would  have 
done  3,0002  for  Zeno  &  Co.,  which  he  ought  to  have  done. 
Ten  out  of  the  16  orders  which  tbe  p'aintiff  obtained  were 
from  firms  who  had  already  been  their  customers.  Had 
they  had  the  slightest  idea  that  Davis  was  to  canvass  for 
orders  for  Zeno  they  would  never  have  allowed  the  plaintiff 
to  emDloy  him.  In  cross-examination  he  said  he  thought 
the  45Z.  per  month  for  expenses  which  they  allowed  the 
plaintiff  was  very  liberal.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  plaintiff's 
health  they  would  never  tave  tent  him  out.  The  samples 
which  they  sent  with  the  plaintiff  were  to  be  distributed  to 
medical  men.  Whether  they  were  distributed  he  did  not 
know.  It  was  because  chemicals  and  perfumes  could  be 
sold  to  the  same  firms  that  the  plaintiff  agteedtotakeZeno's 
samples.    The  trades  were,  from  bis  point  of  view,  allied. 

Mr.  George  Oppenheimer  said  he  was  not  at  all  "  sweet" 
on  the  plaintiff  taking  out  their  samples,  as  he  had  done  so 
on  his  previous  journey  to  South  Africa  when  he  did  no 
basiness  at  all.  The  arrangement  which  was  ultimately 
made  was  simply  an  understanding  between  firm  and  firm, 
and  was  one  which  in  no  way  affected  the  plaintiff  personally. 
It  was  certainly  never  agreed  that  the  commission  was  to  be 
paid  to  the  plaintiff.  He  never  thought  that  the  plaintiff 
was  going  to  bribe  people  to  do  business  for  them.  Of 
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course  the  plaintiff  might  have  "  stood  "  a  man  a  dinner,  bnt 
nothing  beyond  that.  That  was  no1;  bribery.  In  his  ex- 
perience abroad  he  found  that  travellers  were  more  often 
entertained  than  had  to  entertain.  He  had  certainly  never 
done  business  with  the  assistance  of  whisky.  On  the  last 
occasion  it  was  said  that  Mr.  Del  Mar,  chemist,  of  Cairo, 
refused  to  take  some  of  their  perfumes  because  they  were 
inferior.  That  was  not  true,  and  be  wished  to  correct  it. 
He  made  an  allowance  and  the  amount  of  the  account  had 
not  been  paid — he  supposed  because  they  would  not  meet  the 
bill  which  the  plaintiff  improperly  drew  upon  them,  and  got 
Del  Mar  to  cash. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr :  He  is  out  in  Egypt  and  he  is  not 
easy  to  get  at. 

The  Witness :  He  is  in  a  lawless  country. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  summed  up,  after  both  learned 
■Counsel  had  addressed  the  jury.  His  Honour  said  the  issue 
for  the  jury  was  which  of  the  parties  did  they  believe.  A 
"  great  quantity  of  stuff  "  had  been  introduced  into  the  case. 
That  was  because  it  was  a  jury  case.  It  could  not  be 
■helped,  and  the  jurymen  must  listen,  unfortunately.  Had 
the  plaintiff  and  Davis  satisfied  them  of  their  story  1  If  so, 
•the  verdict  would  be  for  the  plaintiff.  If  not,  then  they 
would  find  for  the  defendants. 

The  Jury,  after  a  few  moments'  deliberation,  found  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  for  whom  judgment  was  entered,  with  costs 
-of  both  appearances. 


A  Chemist's  Debt. 

'In  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Judge 
Lumley  Smith  had  before  him  the  case  of  Gooch  v.  Cook,  in 
which  the  plaintiff  sought  to  enforce  payment  of  a  judgment 
debt  in  respect  of  trade  goods  supplied  to  the  defendant 
when  he  was  in  business  on  his  own  account.  The  debtor 
did  not  appear,  and  bis  Honour  made  an  order  for  payment 
in  a  month,  or  in  default  committal  for  twelve  days. 


Damages  against  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 

At  the  last  sitting  of  the  Maidstone  County  Court,  before 
Judge  Emden,  Messrs.  W.  T.  Wallond  &  Sons,  livery  stable 
proprietors,  Maidstone,  claimed  51.  from  George  Nicholson, 
chemist's  assistant,  of  Week  Street,  for  injuries  to  a  pony 
through  his  careless  and  negligent  driviDg.  In  April  la9t 
defendant  hired  a  pony  and  trap  from  the  plaintiffs,  and 
drove  to  Tonbridge.  On  the  return  journey  the  horse  tripped 
and  was  returned  to  the  stables  with  badly-broken  knees. 
Mr.  Wallond  said  the  defendant  had  promised  to  pay  51. 
Defendant  never  denied  liability,  although  he  alleged  that 
when  the  pony  tripped  it  never  upset  the  trap,  and  he  was 
not  aware  that  it  had  sustained  any  injury,  until  he  reached 
the  stables.  His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the  amount 
claimed  in  two  monthly  instalments. 

Trusting  the  Manager. 

At  Salford  County  Court  on  Wednesday,  before  Judge 
Parry,  Mr.  A.  V.  Mollart,  formerly  manager  of  the  North 
Staffordshire  Drug  Company  (Limited),  Burslem,  was  sued 
by  Messrs.  Blyton,  Astley  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists, 
for  101.  14.<.  2d.  for  diugs  supplied.  The  evidence  of  the 
plaintiffs  was  to  the  effect  that  in  November,  1894,  their 
traveller,  Mr.  Oliver,  called  upon  the  defendant  in  the  usual 
•way  of  business",  and  received  orders  for  goods  amounting 
to  the  above  sum.  The  goods  were  duly  forwarded,  bat  the 
defendant  had  repudiated  his  liability.  He  said  he  was 
only  the  manager  of  the  North  Staffordshire  Drug  Company 
(Limited),  whose  name  was  on  the  premises  and  on  their 
bill-heads.  That  company  had  since  ceased  business,  and 
the  defendant  was  now  ihe  manager  of  another  company. 
Hr.  Oliver,  in  reply  to  the  Judge,  said  he  made  no  inquiry 
at  the  time  he  took  the  order  as  to  whether  Mollart  was  a 
responsible  persoo.  There  was  no  other  person  to  be  seen 
at  the  place  except  the  defendant's  wife,  and  he  understood 
the  defendant  was  trading  on  his  own  account.  The  Judge 
said  all  the  invoices  had  bren  made  oat  to  the  North 
Staffordshire  Drug  Company,  and  the  plaintiffs  did  not 
appear  to  hive  taken  the  trouble  ti  inquire  who  was 
responsible  for  the  order.  There  would  be  judgment  for  the 
defendant,  with  coits. 


Commissioner  Kerr  and  the  Doctor's  Sister. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Wednesday,  before  Mr 
Commissioner  Kerr,  tbe  case  of  the  Continental  Bottle  Com- 
pany v.  Hunstone  was  heard.  Tbe  plaintiffs,  of  Billiter 
Square  Buildings,  E.  C,  sought  to  bave  the  defendant,  Dr. 
George  N.  Hunstone,  Bath  Lodge,  Lodge  Road,  Regent's 
Paik,  committed  to  Holloway  Gaol,  for  the  non-payment  of 
the  sum  of  11Z  for  medicine  bottles  supplied.  Mr.  Jasmine, 
plaintiff's  representative,  said  that  the  instalment  due  was 
only  21.  Mr  Commissioner  Kerr  :  If  it  is  "  only  "  21. — if  it 
is  such  a  trifle — you  can  abandon  it.  But  at  pre- 
sent you  want  him  imprisoned  for  not  paying 
it.  Do  you  net  see  the  contradiction  is  in  saying  that, 
the  thing  is  of  no  consequence  and  at  the  same 
time  you  want  him  sent  to  prison  1  You  want  your  money  ; 
therefore,  don't  talk  nonsense  about  it  being  a  small  amount. 
Why  have  you  not  taken  his  goods  ?  Mr.  Jasmine  said 
that  they  had  levied  execution,  and  the  bailiff's  return 
was  that  the  goods  were  claimed  by  the  defendant's  sister. 
Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  :  Subprvna  the  sister  here,  and  we 
will  see  whether  the  gonds  are  hers  or  not.  I  will  not 
allow  ber  any  costs  if  sue  merely  encourages  her  brother 
to  get  into  debt  bv  a  show  of  furniture  which  does  not 
belong  to  him.  When  I  get  the  sister  here  I  will  see  if 
there  is  anything  ia  it.  The  ca:e  was  accordingly  ad- 
journed. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  Tincture  was  too  Strong. 

At  the  Birmingham  Police  Court,  on  October  2',  Henry 
Symonds  Tucker,  chemist,  Great  Hampton  Row,  was 
summoned  for  selling  tincture  of  iodine  which  contained  74 
per  cent,  of  iodine  and  17  per  cent,  of  iodine  of  potasfium  in 
excess  of  the  qoantities  required  by  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. Dr.  Alfied  Hill  said  that  the  daDger  was  that  persons 
who  were  prescribed  for  got  the  diug  much  too  strong. 
Defendant  said  that  the  article  was  above  its  strength  owing 
to  the  spirits  having  evaporated.  The  Bjnch  said  that  there 
was  no  intention  to  defraud,  and  they  thought  the  case 
would  be  met  by  defendant  paying  costs,  6s. 


Precipitated  Sulphur. 

David  Osborne  Simpson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Heanor, 
was  summoned  at  the  Heanor  Petty  Sessions  on  October  26 
for  selling  i  lb.  of  precipitated  sulphur  to  Jo'eph  Hewitt, 
the  County  Inspector,  at  Heanor,  on  August  18  last,  which, 
it  was  alleged,  contained  46  per  cent  of  sulphate  of  lime. 
Mr.  Simpson  defended  his  own  ca?e,  and  stated  that  he  sold 
the  article  with  the  perfect  knowledge  that  it  was  not  pure. 
He  informed  the  inspector  that  they  kept  two  kinds  of  this 
article,  and  the  one  sold  to  him  was  the  one  demanded  by 
the  public,  and  supplied  when  he  understood  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  proposed  to  be  used.  However,  he  had  "sealed 
his  own  doom,"  because  when  the  inspector  was  served  he 
was  ill,  and  unfortunately  neglected  to  label  it  according  to 
custom.  He  had  said  the  same  article  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
and  had  never  had  a  complaint  against  him  btf  jre.  Joseph 
Hewitt,  county  inspector,  deposed  that  he  asked  for  £  lb.  of 
precipitated  sulphur.  Defendant  supplied  it,  but  old  not 
say  a  word  abjut  the  article  being  pure  or  otherwise,  or  that 
he  would  change  it.  Mr.  J.  White,  public  andyst,  Derby,  gave 
evidence  of  the  impurity.  Tbe  Fharmacopce  a  which  pre- 
scribed the  atticle  sold  by  the  defendant  was  an  old  ona, 
and  the  law  had  since  changed.  The  Chairman  (  Mr.  Sitwell) 
stated  that  there  was  a  majority  of  magistrates  in  favour  of 
the  summons  being  dismissed,  which  was  accordingly  done. 
Captain  Sandys  (the  county  inspector)  :  Will  jour  Worships 
please  point  out  where  the  evidence  has  failed,  or  where  the 
law  is  against  us?  The  Cbairman:  The  Bench  have  dis- 
missed the  case  because  they  can  see  tbat  it  is  a  simple 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  Captain  SaDdvs  :  But 
the  Magistrates'  Clerk  will  tell  you  that  is  wrong.  I  appeal 
to  him.  Mr.  Hoish  (Magistrates'  Clerk) :  I  cannot  cross- 
examine  the  Bench.  Captain  Sandys  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  should  appeal  to  Qaarter  Sessions 
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THE  PHARMACY  ACT. 
Penalty  to  be  Paid  in  Eight  Years. 
Robert  Pition,  seaman,  branch  secretary  of  Seaman's 
Unkn,  29  Tidal  Basin  Riad,  was  summoned  before  Judge 
French,  at  Brw  County  Court,  on  October  27,  for  selling  a 
packet  of  "Hammond's  remedy  for  killing;  vermin."  Mr. 
Grey,  solicitor  ior  the  Council  cf  the  Pharmasentical  Society, 
said  it  was  a  s9iious  case  :  2s.  worth  of  tbe  killer  contained 
arsenic  enoiuh  to  poison  150  people,  and  he  pressed  for  the 
full  penalty,  51. 

Judge  French  (to  defendant):  What  do  you  say?  Are 
you  a  chemist  ? 

Defendant :  I  ain"t  no  chemist.  I'm  a  working-man.  I 
am  tbe  branch  secretary  of  the  Union  Mr.  Gibbs.  who 
makes  this  rat-cake,  used  to  have  offices  at  the  Union 
buildiDg.  A  lot  of  letters  came  for  him,  and  I  gave  them  to 
bim  to  oblige  him.  One  day  a  gentleman  I  thought  was  the 
manager  of  a  large  works  called.  He  said  he  wanted  two 
shillings'  worth  of  the  poison.  I  asked  Mr.  Gibbs  for  it,  He 
called  a  ;ain,  gave  me  2s  ,  and  I  gave  up  the  money  to  Mr. 
Gibbs. 

Judge  French  :  Did  you  have  any  of  the  2s.  ? — Not  a 
penny. 

Judge  French  :  How  do  you  make  him  liable  ? 

Mr.  Grey  :  The  Act  says  we  must  go  for  the  person  who 
actually  sells  it. 

Judge  French:  Why  not  go  for  the  man  Gibbs?  He  is 
really  the  guilty  person.  If  yon  had  made  proper  inquiries, 
surely  you  would  not  have  gone  against  this  poor  man  1 

Mr.  Grev :  The  Act  does  not  allow  us. 

Judge  French  :  Then  it  is  a  bad  Act ;  it  is  your  own  Act. 
The  sooner  you  get  it  amended  the  better.  Are  you  going  to 
press  for  the  full  penalty  ? 

Mr.  Grey  :  I  do 

Judge  French  (sharply):  Then  I  order  him  to  pay  the 
5/.  ana  costs  at  tbe  rate  of  one  shilling  a  month.  That  will 
take  over  eight  years  for  him  to  pay.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Grey  :  I  must,  in  tbe  pnb'ic  safety,  ask  for  a  larger 
order.    This  will  have  a  very  bad  effect. 

Judge  French  :  And  it  is  a  still  worse  effect  to  take  pro- 
ceedings against  a  man  who  was  not  in  tha  habit  of  selling 
the  poison,  and  only  gave  it  out  on  one  oscasion  to  oblige  a 
neighbour,  as  he  t,hought. 


A  TRAVELLER'S  CLAIM. 
In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  on  October  27,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Liawrance  and  a  Middlesex  jury,  Ha'ry  B.  Fuller, 
chemists'  traveller,  sued  Messrs.  Lorimer  a.  Co.,  wholesale 
chemists,  Britannia  Road.  Islicgton,  for  damages  for 
wroneful  dismissal.  Mr.  Mclatyie  was  for  plaiotiff,  and 
Mr.  Clavell  Silter  for  defendants,  who  denied  the  dismissal 
and  also  pleaded  justiticatior. 

Mr.  Mcfntjre  said  the  defendants  were  manufacturing 
chemists  aid  druggists  carrying  on  a  large  business,  and  the 
plaintiff  had  b°en  a  travel'er  fur  chemists  and  druggists  for 
many  years.  He  bad  been  with  cne  firm  for  seven  years. 
In  August,  1894,  he  was  erg  ged  by  tbe  defendants  to  act 
as  their  traveller  in  drugguW  sundries  in  the  we3t  and 
south  west  of  Eoglacd.  Tbe  terms  of  the  engagement 
were  embodied  in  a  let'er  of  August  13,  1894,  written  by 
defendants  to  plaintiff,  in  which  they  said  "  We  agree  to  en- 
gage you  as  our  represetita  ive  in  the  west  and  south-west 
ground  on  a  two  months'  tiial  at  a  salary  of  250/  per  annum, 
payable  weekly,  aid  11  per  week  expenses,  commencing  the 
27th  inst.  If  the  amount  of  business  done  during  the 
said  two  months  is  satisfactory  to  us  the  engagement  will 
be  continued  for  a  total  of  twelve  months,  and  if  at  the  end 
of  that  time  the  basintss  don«  is  satisfactory  to  us,  an 
additional  sa'ary  or  bonus  of  50/  will  be  paid  per  year." 
Plaintiff's  relet ences  were  approved,  and  he  entered  upon 
his  duties  on  August  27  and  continued  in  the  performance 
of  them  until  June,  1695,  or  two  months  before  the  twelve 
months  exoired.  About  that  time  he  had  a  conversation 
with  one  of  tbe  members  of  the  firm,  who  told  him  they 
ware  about  to  di  co  itinue  tbe  druggists'  sundries  trade  as 
they  wanted  spao=  in  connection  wich  retail  businesses  they 
were  establishing  a'l  over  London  under  the  name  of 
"  Parke's  Drug  Stores."  Ha  was  told  he  would  not  travel 
any  more,  and  tl  ey  gave  him  notice-  that  his  engagement 


would  terminate  on  August  18,  and  that  meanwhile  they 
would  find  him  work  in  the  warehouse.  That,  however,  was 
not  agreed  to,  and  defendants  agreed  to  send  plaintiff  his. 
salary  week  by  week  until  the  termination  of  his  engage- 
ment. Plaintiff  now  claimed  a  proportion  of  his  allowance 
for  expenses  whilst  he  was  living  at  home,  and  the  learned 
counsel  suggested  that  4/  a  week  would  be  a  fair  sum.  He 
also  claimed  the  50/.  to  which  he  would  have  been  entitled 
as  bonus  if  he  had  continued  with  the  firm  more  than  a. 
year. 

Plaintiff  gave  evidence  in  support  of  this  statement,  and 
said  that  duriDg  the  time  he  was  travelling  for  defendants, 
he  did  business  amounting  to  between  4,000/.  and  5,000/., 
fully  one-half  of  which  would  be  profit.  There  was  no  sug- 
gestion that  his  work  was  not  satisfactory.  They  said  that 
that  branch  of  the  business  did  not  pay  them,  and  was  not 
satisfactory,  and  offered  to  find  him  work  in  the  warehouse  % 
but  he  declined  to  act  as  warehouseman.  Part  of  his  duty 
was  to  write  a  circular  on  the  qualities  of  "  Germicide  Soap."' 
In  cross-examination  the  plaintiff  admitted  that  a  number 
of  letters — which  were  read — were  sent  to  him  complaining 
that  be  had  not  done  better  business.  In  one  of  tnem  tbe 
firm  stated  that  the  results  in  his  district  were  the  worst 
they  had  had  anywhere,  and  in  another  they  said,  "  Your 
system  of  doing  business  is  unsatisfactory,  and  tbe  returns- 
simply  ludicrous." 

Mr.  Salter  submitted  that  there  was  no  breach  of  contract, 
and  that  an  employer  was  entitled,  if  he  chose,  to  refuse  to 
accept  tbe  services  of  an  employe,  as  long  as  he  paid  bim  bis 
wages  until  the  termination  of  his  engagement.  As  to  the 
expenses,  he  was  only  entitled  to  them  whilst  travelling. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  argued  that  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  full 
11  a  week,  whether  he  was  travelling  or  not,  but  he  only 
asked  for  an  amount  which  would  cover  tbe  profit  he  made 
out  of  tbat  allowance. 

His  Lordship,  in  summing  up,  particularly  alluded  to  the- 
allowance  of  11  a  week  tor  expenses,  atd  caused  some 
amusement  by  saying  that  he  had  frequently  at  hotels  seer* 
the  best  joints  of  meat,  &c,  taken  to  commercial  travellers, 
whilst  he  had  bad  to  take  what  he  could  get. 

The  Jury  found  for  the  defendants,  and  his  Lordship 
ordered  a  sum  which  had  been  paid  into  court  by  them  to  b& 
refunded. 


ffankruptqg  TReport 

Be  Thomas  Hartley,  Southporfc,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  took  place  at  the 
Liverpool  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Bellrirger,. 
on  October  22.  Questioned  by  Mr.  Smith,  he  stated  tbat 
his  amended  deficiency  account  showed  that  bis  net  profit 
from  August  6,  1895,  to  August  6,  1896,  was  42.  2s ,  and  that 
on  August  6,  1895,  his  liaoilities  exceeded  his  assets  by 
6082.  He  did  not  consider  that  he  was  hopelessly  insolvent 
until  he  went  surety  for  his  brother  in  July  last.  A  large 
amount  of  the  deficiency  was  for  goods  for  which  he  had 
three  and  six  months'  credit.  Both  the  Registrar  and  Mr. 
Smith  continued  to  question  him  as  to  the  time  of  his  in- 
solvency, and  in  the  course  of  his  redies  he  maintained  tbat 
his  business  was  worth  1,000/.  to  1,200/.  in  1895,  adding  that 
if  his  relatives  and  friends  who  lent  him  money  had  called 
it  in  he  would  have  been  insolvent  He  started  business  on 
loans.  Mr.  Smith  then  asked  about  a  Dr.  McMullen.  who- 
appeared  on  the  statement  as  a  debtor  for  between  7/.  and 
8/ ,  rent  of  a  consulting-room.  Against  this  was  a  counter- 
claim of  4/.  4s  for  curtains  torn  by  a  dog  belonging  to  the 
debtor.  Mr.  Smith  :  Then  this  claim  was  put  in  to  meet 
your  account,  is  it?  The  Debtor:  I  cannot  say,  sir.  Mr. 
Smith  :  Then  he  claims  three  guineas  damages  for  dis- 
turbance of  his  tenancy?  The  Debtor:  Well,  he  scarcely 
ever  used  tbe  room.  The  public  examination  was  then 
o  dered  to  be  closed. 


The  "Queen"  says  that  women  chemists  are  increasing  in 
New  York,  for,  in  addition  to  the  numbers  who  study  phar- 
macy at  college,  there  is  a  law  that  if  a  woman  has  com- 
pounded drugs  under  her  husband  or  father,  she  has  a  right 
to  a  diploma  from  tbe  Boaid  of  Pharmacy  in  case  of  his 
death  or  permanent  disability.    Is  this  so  ? 
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Calvert,  William  David,  87  Strtion  Riad,  Hadfield,  and  10  Market 
Street,  Brcadbottom,  chemist.  Trustee,  Charles  Harrison,  15  Regent 
Street,  Barnsley,  LA.  Dated  October  11  :  filed  October  20.  Sacured 
creditors.  4/.  9>.  Unsecured  liabilities,  712/.  lis.  3</.  Estimated  net 
assets,  155/.  19s.   The  following  are  schedule!  as  creditors  :— 


Bainbridge,  Mrs.,  Sheffield 
Bleasdale  (Limited  I.  York 
Brooks,  J.  &  Co.  (Limited),  Manchester 


Duncan,  W.  A.,  &  Co.,  Manchester 
Gilloody,  J.,  Ashtou-in-MakerfieM 


Lofthncsj  &  Saltmer,  Hull 


Qoilliam,  J.,  &  Co.,  Mancliester 


£ 

d. 

65 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

380 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

29 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Christie,  Douglas,  44  Park  Lane,  and  34  Caledonian  Road,  Leeds,  dry- 
Baiter.  Trustee-",  James  T.  Robinson.  Mi'lgarth  Street,  Leed?,  wholesale 
druggist,  and  another.  Dated  October  2i;  filed  October  26.  Unse- 
cured liabilities,  475/.  3s.  Id.  Estimated  net  assets,  105/.  Assignment 
upon  trust,  &c,  with  a  view  to  payment  of  a  composition  of  lO.s.  in  the 
pound  by  six  equal  quarterly  instalment',  commencing  February  1, 
1E97.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£   s.  d. 

Bower,  —  (rent),  Leels  10   0  0 

Christie,  Annie,  Bunbury,  W.  A   70   0  0 

Christie,  Miss,  London   30   0  0 

Chi istie,  Rev.  G.  R.,  Cambridge    50   0  0 

Curzon,  — ,  Leeds  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .    15   0  0 

Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds   14   0  0 

Grunwell,  H.,  Leeds   17   0  0 

Hirst,  Brooke  &  Ilirst  (Limited),  Leeds      ..       ..    2)   0  0 

Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  Loudon    27   0  0 

Moxon,  — ,  Leeds  10   0  0 

Oldfield,  Miss,  Leeds    70   0  0 

OldfieM,  Mrs.,  Leeds   12   0  0 

Rider.  J.  C,  Leeds  13  0  0 

Bankers'  O  aims   310  0 

Cooke,  Lewis  Ernest,  13  Church  Stieet,  and  9  Victoria  Orescent, 
Barnsley,  chemist.  Trustee,  William  Carr,  Regent  Street,  Barnsley,' 
J.A.  Dated,  October  IP;  filed,  October  26.  Liabilities  unsecurtc,' 
424/.  13>\  Id. ;  estimated  net  assets,  237/.  10.;.  The  following  are' 
scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

Barnsley  Chronic  e  Company  (Limited),  Barnsley 
Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London 

Bleasdale  (Limited).  York   

Breidenbaeh  &  Co.,  London   14 

Chemists'  Aerated  and  Mineral  Waters  Association 

(Limited),  Harrogate  15 

Cooke,  Arthur,  Sheffield  35 

Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool  

Hewitt,  Joseph,  Barnsley   

Lofthouse  &  Saltmer,  Hull    .12 

Reynolds  &  Wadsworth,  Barnsley   11    0  0 

Sharpe  Brothers.  London   

Wray,  C,  Barnsley  

Bankers'  claims  27 

Lloyd,  Thomas  (trading  as  Lloyd  &  Hughes),  Brickhouse  Street,  and 
residing  at  Bourne's  Bauk,  Burslem,  mineral-water  manufacturer. 
Trustee,  Alexander  Wayte,  Hanley,  LA.  Dated  October  17 ;  filed 
October  24.  Secured  creditors,  18/.  Unsecured  liabilities,  515/.  8«.  9i/. 
E.timated  net  assets,  110/.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :  — 


£ 

d. 

26 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

24 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

12 

11 

0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

27 

0 

0 

Alexander,  Alfred,  &  Co  ,  Leeds 
Berrisford,  Thomas,  Burslem  .. 

Bratt,  W.,  Burslem   

Eachen,  — ,  Liverpool 

Hall  Bros.,  Burslem   

Harris,  — ,  Hanley  

Metal  Advertising  Company,  Birmingham 
Newton,  E.,  &  Co.,  Birmingham 


Bankers'  Claims 


£ 

m 

215 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

17 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

91 

0 

0 

Reed,  Peter  Cooper,  1  Alexander  S treat,  D;iiis,  Tyne  Dock,  druggist 
and  grocer.  Trustee,  Robert  Allen,  24  Grainger  Street  West,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, chartered  accountant.     Dated  October  20;  filed  Oc- 


tober 27.  Unsecured  liabilities,  282/.  lCs. ;  estimated  net  assets,  61/.  18s 
The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£   i.  d. 

Harvey  &  Davy,  Newcastle   12   0  0 

Heslop,  H.  C,  &  Son,  Sunderland   12   0  0 

Hindhaugh,  J.,  &  Co.,  Newcastle   11   (  0 

Hudson,  Ward  &  Co.,  Goole   13   0  0 

Ismay,  J.,  &  Son,  Newcastle   15   0  0 

Richardson,  E.  &  T.,  Sunderland   15   0  0 

Robinson,  J.  W.,  &  Co.,  Gateshead   41    0  0 

Wilson,  J.,  &  Brothers,  Sunderland   26   0  0 

Smith,  Thomas,  9  Shield  Street  and  Sanitary  Place,  ShieldSeld,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne,dealer  in  drugs.  Trustee,  Jcseph  Gladstone,  3  Colling- 
wood  Street,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  accountant.  Dated  October  15  ; 
filed  October  20.  Liabilities  unsecured,  147/.  8s.  4<i. ;  estimated  net 
assets,  56/.  The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  J.  d. 
47  0  0 
13  0  0 
50   0  0 

Steeper,  Samuel,  Swineshead,  chemist  and  druggist.  Trustee,  Charles 
Lucas,  Boston,  chartered  accountant.  Dated  October  21  ;  filed 
October  26.  Liabilities  unsecured,  249/.  8s.  9d.  ;  estimated  net  assets, 
210/.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 


Bell,  M„  Gateshead   

Ismay,  J.,  &  Sons,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  . . 
Weddell,  W.  A.,  Cardiff   


£ 

1. 

d. 

0 

0 

Greetham,  Edward  (exors.  of),  Swineshead 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Harrison,  Samuel  E.,  Roughton 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bankers' claims  .. 

..  120 

0 

0 

0a3ette» 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Abbott,  J.  T.,  and  Simpson,  J.  C,  under  the  style  of  Simpson  & 
Abbott,  Tuubridge  Wells,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Robinson,  M.,  and  Lown,  E.,  under  the  st>le  of  the  Nursing  In- 
stitution for  South  London,  Westbourne  Road,  Forest  Hill,  S.E., 
nursiog  institute  and  home. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

ADJUDICATIONS. 

Berhard,  Alexander,  Bath,  Glastonbury,  Shepton  Mallet,  Trowbiidge, 

and  Frome,  surgical  and  mechanical  dentist. 
Griffiths,  John  (trading  as  the  Ferndale  Bottling  Company  ),  Ferndale, 

Glamorganshire,  aerated-water  manufacturer. 
Watts,  Alfred,  Lower  Hailing,  near  Rochester,  baler,  grocer,  draper, 

aiid  druggist. 

Obder  Made  on  Application  fob  Discharge. 

Anderton,  Fred  Wainwright,  Halifax,  veterinary  surgeon— discharge 
granted  conditionally. 


View  Companies  anD  Company 

Bern 


Andrews'  Patent  Bottle  Lock  stopper  Syndicate 
(Limited). — Capital  15  000Z ,  in  11.  shaies.  Objects:  To 
acquire,  exploit,  and  test  the  value  of  an  invention  of  F. 
Andrews  aDd  Wm.  Y.  Andrews  for  improvement*  in  stopper- 
ing bottles,  jars,  or  other  vessels  ;  and  to  manufacture,  sell, 
and  deal  in  lock-; toppers,  bottles,  jars,  pots,  jugs,  flasks, 
mineral  and  aeiated  waters,  beer,  ale,  stout,  &c. 

Madderton  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  10,0002.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at 
Lougbton,  Essex,  as  "  Madderton  &  Co  ,"  manufacturers  of 
artists'  colours  and  materials,  oil  and  colour  men,  importers, 
and  manufacturers  of  asd  dealers  in  chemical,  industrial, 
and  other  preparations  and  articles,  and  makers  of  and 
dealers  in  piopiietary  articles. 

Hugh  Cowan  (Limited).  —  Registered  in  Scotland- 
Capital  1,5002.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  cn,  either 
wholesale  or  retail,  the  businesses  of  chemists,  druggists, 
drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  importers,  and  manufacturers 
of  and  dealers  in  medicical,  chemical,  indu'.trisl,  and  ether 
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preparations,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are : — Jean  Eleanor 
Cowan,  Mary  Ann  Murray,  Margaret  Murray,  John  Grant 
Smith,  surgeon,  Piancis  Sinclair,  accountant,  all  of  Thurso; 
Gavin  Bucbanan,  stationer,  and  Mary  Buchanan,  of  111 
Quarry  Street,  Hamilton  ;  Isaac  Bailey,  publican,  203  Great 
Ancoat  Sreet,  Manchester;  Johnston  Murray  Henderson 
Mantle,  manager,  82  Bold  Street,  Liverpool.  Registered 
office,  1  High  Street,  Thurso. 

Jackson  Drug  Company  (Limited).— Capital  3  000Z., 
in  \l.  shares.  Objects  :  fo  purchase  rrom  Thomas  Howarth 
he  business  of  a  drug-  sercbant,  drysalter,  oil  and  colour 
maa,  wine  merchant,  paient-medicine  vendor,  and  salesman, 
now  carried  on  by  him  at  7  and  9  Laik  Hill,  Blackburn,  and 
7  Newport  S  reet,  Bolton,  under  the  stjle  of  "  The  Jackson 
Drug  Company,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  diug-merchants,  drjsa'ters,  oil  and  colour  men, 
wine-merchants,  patent-medicine  vendors,  seedsmen,  grocers, 
and  confectioners.  The  first  sub:cribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are  : — Thomas  Howartb,  drug-merchant ;  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet A.  Howarth  ;  John  W.  Brunton,  agent  ;  Miss  E  izabeth 
A.  Howarth;  Mss  Martha  Howarth;  Albert  E  Howartb, 
messenger,  all  of  Blackburn;  and  Miss  Edith  Smith,  84  Holly 
Bsn'j  Terrace,  Rosegrove.  The  first  directors  (to  number 
two)  are: — Thomas  Howarth  (chairman  and  managing- 
director,  with  31.  lCs  per  week),  and  Mr.=.  Margaret  A. 
Howarth.    Registered  Office,  7  ar.d  9  Lark  Hill,  Blackburn. 


IRovelttes. 


Messrs.  O.  Berend  &  Co  ,  electric  and  mechanical 
engineers  and  manufacturers,  of  Ducedirj  House,  Basinghall 
Avenue,  have  converted  their  business  into  a  limited  com- 
pany, so  as  to  increase  tbe  cap, til  at  their  command,  with 
a  view  of  dealing  with  the  giowth  of  their  business  and 
extending  tluir  departments.  The  management  will  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  acting  partners  of  lhe  old  firm,  who 
will  become  sole  managing  direc5ors,  while  the  business  will 
be  carried  on  as  heretofore,  and  all  debts  due  to  and  owing 
by  the  old  firm  will  be  received  and  paid  by  the  new 
company. 

The  Pacific  Borax  and  Redwood's  Chemical  Works 
(Limited) — At  the  statutory  general  meeting  of  ttis  com- 
pany the  cnairman  (Sir  A.  Wilson)  stated  that  after  providing 
tor  the  debenture  interest  for  ihe  whole  period  covering 
twelve  months  from  the  company's  registration  and  the 
entire  Preference  dividend  for  the  jear,  there  was  a  balance 
of  profit  for  the  six  months  ended  September  SO  last  sufficient 
to  enable  the  directors  to  pay  12  per  ccnt.  on  the  Ordinary 
capital,  amounting  to  310.000Z  An  interim  dividend  of  6 
per  cent,  was  declared,  and  sufficient  to  pay  a  further  6 
per  cent,  carried  over.  The  company  was  only  registered 
io  June  last,  bat  took  over  tbe  business  as  fiom  April  1. 

The  Universal  Medicine  Company  (Limited),  the 
registra  ion  of  which  we  reported  last  week, has  since  offered 
itself  to  the  public.  Twenty- five  thousand  pounds  worth  of 
its  shares  (C0.C00Z  beirg  its  nominal  capital)  are  now  offered 
for  subscription.  The  company  is  taking  over  a  variegated 
set  of  medicines  from  the  Hawker  Medicine  Company 
(Limited),  of  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  comprising  cures 
for  catarrh,  coughs,  dyspepsia,  piles,  liver-complaints,  and 
nerve-oisorders.  They  propose,  however,  to  drop  Hawker's 
name  in  England,  at  all  events,  and  sell  tbe  things  as 
"universal"  cons.  If  the  directors'  anticipations  are 
realised,  they  naively  say  in  their  prospectus,  "the  sales  will 
be  enormous."  "  For  obvious  reasons,"  however,  they  con- 
sider it  net  advisable  to  state  in  detail  any  estimate  of  the 
profit  expected.  "It  is  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  dividends 
paid  by  the  Hawker  Medicine  Company."  The  prospectus, 
however,  gives  no  information  in  regard  to  these  even.  It  i3 
hardly  conceivable  that  25.0C0Z.,  or  25,000  pence,  can  be 
extracted  from  the  British  investor  for  such  an  enterprise  as 
this. 


There  was  a  young  prentice  loved  sherry, 
Which  he  took  in  the  form  of  vin.  ferri, 
An  ?  at  a  time, 

Smacked  hU  li[  s.  said  'tw  pn'roe  ; 
But  his  m  ister  said,  "  Drunk  1  "    "  Yes,  ver/." 

T.  Sumner,  Coventry. 


A  LEEDS  PAIR. 
This  is  a  reduced  facsimile  of  a  new  sickroom-chart  which 
Professor  Mayo  Robson  has  suggested  to  Messrs.  Reynolds  & 
Branson,  of  Leeds.  The  novelty  in  it  is  the  provision  for 
pulse  and  respiration  curves,  which  are  less  important  than 
temperature  in  but  few  cases,  and  are  of  higher  importance 
in  many.    This  new  chart  will  be  appreciated  by  doctors 
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who  know  that,  and  it  will  help  those  who  do  not  to 
see  the  importance  of  it.  We  presume  that  Messrs.  Reynolds 
&  Branson  can  supply  charts  for  more  frequent  records  than 
the  above,  as  mornirg  and  evening  records  are  certainly  not 
sufficient  in  grave  cases,  and  may  miss  the  most  critical 
symptoms.    The  second  illustration  represents  a  gas  cylinder 


made  portable  by  means  of  a  sling  suggested  by  Mr.  T.  B.- 
Abbott, L.S.A ,  of  Aberford,  Yorkshire,  who  was  a  member 
oE  the  rescue  parties  engaged  after  the  frightful  colliery, 
explosion  at  Micklefield  in  May.  Compressed  oxygen  gas 
was  then  provided,  and  its  restorative  value  was  found  to  be 
great ;  but  the  impossibility  of  carrying  the  cylinders  over  the 
extensive  falls  of  stone  in  the  workings  along  with  the 
necessary  dressings,  restoratives,  and  lamp,  showed  Mr. 
Abbott  that  smaller  cylinders  were  needfal,  and  also  that 
the  cylinders  must  be  slung  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  put  on 
cr  off  in  a  moment,  both  arms  being  left  free  to  manipulate 
the  gas,  or  to  give  restoratives,  or  to  use  dressings,  &c. 
Hence  this  sling,  which  is  suited  to  the  10-ft.  or  smaller 
cylinders.  It  is  not  one  of  those  profitable  extras  which 
every  chemist  will  stock,  bu1;  there  are  many  who  will  be~ 
glad  to  know  where  such  a  thing  can  be  got. 
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VALSOL. 

Mb.  Wm.  Poppelreuteb,  54  Portland  Street,  Manchester,  is 
introducing  to  the  English  medical  profession  the  new 
ointment  basis  and  oils  called  "valiGl."  These  substances 
consist  of  mixtures  of  hydrocarbons  impregnated  with  oxygen, 
whereby  their  solvent  power  over  various  medicaments  is 
largely  increased,  and  they  acquire  the  further  property  of 
emulsifying  with  water  without  the  addition  of  an  emulsifier. 
Valsol  has  been  found  to  be  an  excellent  solvent  for  iodine, 
iodoform,  ichthyol,  creosote,  creolin,  codeine,  quinine,  ergotin, 
turpentine,  salicylic,  eucalyptol,  menthol,  camphor,  thiol,  &c, 
and  clinical  experience  proves  that  these  remedies  are 
absorbed  by  the  article  more  rapidly  and  completely  than 
when  combined  with  other  hydrocarbon  bases.  Various 
ready- medicated  forms  of  valsol  are  obtainable, and,  judg'ng 
from  the  reports  on  them  which  we  have  read,  we  think 
they  deserve  the  attention  of  pharmacists.  Anyone  interested 
will  get  literature  about  valiol  and  samples  of  the  products 
from  Mr.  Poppelreuter  on  application. 


flDarrfaa<s 

Anthony— Tank.— On  October  20,  at  the  Parish  Church, 
St.  Austell,  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Hammond,  Thomas  Anthony, 
Ph.Ch.,  Truro,  son  of  Captain  Anthony,  Pentewan,  to  Maggie 
Brewer,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Tank. 

Coleman— Staffokd.— On  October  21.  at  the  Parish 
Church,  Ross,  Heref  ordshire,  by  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Winnington 
Ingram,  rector,  Thomas  Coleman,  of  Kirkley,  Lowestoft,  to 
Catherine  Isabel,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Stafford,  of 
Ross. 

Hustwayte— Youngman.— On  October  24,  at  St.  Paul's, 
Haggerston,  G.  F.  Hustwayte,  representative  of  J.  L.  Lyon 
&  Co  ,  drrjg-merchants,  of  Mark  Lane,  to  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Mr.  John  Youngman,  of  Upper  Clapton. 

Pennie— Stbachan.— On  October  8,  at  the  Royal  Hotel, 
Aberdeen,  by  the  Rev.  James  Smith,  B.D.,  St.  George's-in- 
the-West  parish  church,  William  Pennie,  chemist  (formerly 
of  Aberdeen),  Bridgend,  Perth,  N.B.,  to  Martha,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Alexander  Strachan,  Peterhead. 


©eatba. 

Baxter  —On  October  23,  at  Bromley,  Kent,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  W  W.  Baxter.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Mailow,  Bucks 
Aged  67. 

Bennison.— On  October  14,  Mr.  Richard  Bennison, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  North  Ormesby.    Aged  44. 

Bbooke— On  October  15,  Mr.  Thomas  Brooke,  of  Bram- 
hope  and  Lily  Hall,  Maltby,  near  Rotherham.  Mr.  Brooke 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hint, 
wholesale  druggists,  Leeds.  He  retired  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  and  has  since  occupied  himself  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Codd  —On  October  23,  at  15  Cumberland  Street,  Devon- 
port,  Mr.  Francis  Codd,  Ph D ,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  at 
the  age  of  57.  The  deceased,  who  was  for  many  years  with 
the  late  firm  of  Glenctoss  &  Radford,  and  since  established  a 
large  business  connection  of  his  own,  bad  been  in  ill- 
health  for  some  time  past,  necessitating  his  withdrawal  from 
public  life.  He  was  much  respected  by  his  fellow-townsmeD, 
and  was  a  memter  of  the  Plymouth  and  District  Chemists' 
Association.  The  chemists  of  Devonport  expressed  their 
high  esteem  by  a  handsome  wreath,  many  also  attending  the 
funeral  on  Wednesday  last. 

Habley.— By  the  death,  at  his  residence,  25  Harley  Street, 
W.,  on  October  27,  of  Dr.  George  Harley,  F.RS  ,  medicine 
has  lost  one  of  its  most  brilliant  exponents.  He  was  born  at 
Haddington  in  1829,  and  studied  at  the  Edinburgh  Uni- 
versity, where  he  graduated  as  M.D.  in  1850.  The  same  year  he 
came  South,  took  the  M.R  C  S  ,  then  went  to  Paris  and  other 
continental  schools,  where  be  did  much  good  work.  On  his 
return  to  England  his  reputation  for  research  led  to  his 
appointment  as  professor  of  medical  jurisprudence  at  Uni- 


versity College,  London.  He  was  elected  F.E.C  P.  in  1864, 
the  same  year  in  which  he  was  made  F.R  S.  Dr.  Harley  was 
an  authority  on  liver  and  kidney  diseases,  and  by  1857 
his  studies  on  indigestion  were  famous.  It  is  to  him 
that  we  owe  our  first  knowledge  of  the  functions  of  the  pan- 
creas. He  introduced  pancreatin,  and  revived  the  correct 
use  of  bile.  The  arsestbetic  mixture  known  as  the  A.C.E. 
was  his  prescription.  He  wrote  books  on  diabetes,  albu- 
minuria, gall-stones,  and  other  co-related  subjects  For 
several  years  he  had  been  in  feeble  health,  but  his  son,  Pro- 
fessor Vaughan  Harley,  of  University  College,  is  already 
identified  with  the  subjects  which  his  father  had  made  hia 
life's  work. 

Main.— On  October  6,  Mr.  John  Alex.  A.  Main,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Edinburgh.    Aged  26. 

Marshall. — On  October  25,  Frederick  Cornforth,  younger 
son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Marshall,  chemist  and  druggist,  North  Bar 
Street,  Beverley.    Aged  31. 

Steveks. — On  October  18,  at  Glenthorne,  South  Weston 
Road,  Strood,  Kent,  Mr.  James  Stevens,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  60  yearp.  Mr.  Stevens  served  his  apprenticeship  with 
bis  brother,  Mr.  George  Stevens,  High  Street,  Strood,  and 
after  a  short  period  in  London  he  began  business  on 
his  own  account  at  Trey  Town,  Rochester,  the  shop 
having  been  started  by  bis  brother  George.  Later  cn  he 
purchased  a  second  business  in  High  Street,  New  Brompton, 
and  upon  bis  brother's  retirement  he  purchased  from  him 
the  business  at  Strood.  His  successful  business  career 
extended  over  thirty-eight  years,  and  during  that  time  he 
discharged  many  public  offices.  He  leaves  a  widow  and 
four  children.  The  funeral  took  place  on  Thursday  last,  the 
Mayor  of  Rochester  and  members  of  the  Corporation  being 
present. 

Wabrin — On  October  27,  Mr.  Henry  Warrin,  chemist  and 
druggist  and  wine- merchant,  Northallerton.    Aged  51. 


pbarmaceutical  Sodete  of  <5reat 
Edtatn. 

EXAMINATIONS  IN  EDINBURGH. 

THE  following  are  the  resils  rf  ihe  esamina  ions  con- 
cluded in  Edinburgh  last  v  eek: — 

Ma.jor. 

Three  candidates  were  examined  and  fail  3d. 

Minoe. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  candidates  were  examined, 
sixty-seven  failed,  and  the  following  fifty -cne  passed  : — 

Barclay,  Robert  Wilson,  Edinburgh 
Barker,  Alfred  Albert.  Edinburgh 
Barrie,  Thomas  Stewart,  Glasgow 
Bennison,  Ernest  Carr,  Edinburgh 
Blair,  Alexander  Laird,  Greenock 
Bower,  Arthur  Ernest,  Manchester 
Brodie,  John  Dallas,  Edinburgh 
Burdekin,  William  Frederick,  Edin- 
burgh 

Boughan,  Percy  William,  Man- 
chester 

Casey,  Frederick  John,  Edge  Hill 

Chapman,  James,  Bathgate 

Cosh,  Arthur  Lionel  Strode,  Man- 
chester 

Culshaw,  John,  Ornr-kirk 

Davies,  Percy,  Penistone 

Dickson,  John  Scott,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne 

Doug  a',  James  Malcolm,  Edin- 
burgh 

Evans,  Frederick  James,  Pendleton 
Fernley,  Albert,  Oongleton 
Ferriday,  Alfred  James,  Liverpool 
Fraser,  Thomas  Angus,  Liverpool 
Hamilton,  George  William,  Edin- 
burgh 

Harris,  John,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Hawley,  John  William,  Liverpool 
Heddle,  James  S  B.  S.,  Edinburgh 
Hesketli,  Thomas  Arthur.  Wigan 
Holden,  Robert  Adrian,  Manchester 


Horrocks,  William  Edward,  Pen- 
dleton 

Hughes,  Robert  Ferguson,  Edin- 
burgh 

Irvine,  James,  Edinburgh 
Ironside,  James  Francis.  Edinburgh 
Jones,  Harry  Percy,  Edinburgh 
Laird,  James  C  aigie,  Edinburgh 
Litherland,  William  Heald,  Edin- 
burgh 

McGregor,  Georga  Alexander,  Edin- 
burgh 

McKerlie.  John,  Edinburgh 
McVitie,  David  William,  Edinburgh- 
Malcolm,  Robert  Martin.  Dumfries 
Monaghan.  Joha  Edward,  Glasgow 
Mowat,  James  Heatley,  Edinburgh 
Musham,  John  Gilbert,  Edinburgh 
Myers,  Gabriel,  Manchester 
Roberts,  Hawortb,  Bowdon 
Roberts,  John,  Denton 
Smith,  Harry,  Huddersfield 
Sutherland,  James  John,  Leith 
Swindale,  Jabez,  Blackhill 
Tiley,  Arthur  P^rcival,  Edinburgh 
Wallwork,  Herbert  Augustus,  Tyl- 
desley 

Walter,  James  Robert, "Edinburgh 
Waters,  David  Sanderson,  Wick 
Young,  William   Paterson,  Edin- 
burgh „ 
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TRADE 

sitt  1  JIK1«  mark- 

Diiwri^t/VNfs 

"SANITAS"   EUCALYPTUS  PREPARATIONS. 
Kingzett's  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugators, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric  Bactericide,     Eucalyptus  Oils. 

G.     Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets  ;  "  Okol "  and  "  Creocide "  Fluids  and 
Powders ;  Chloride  of  Zine  ;  Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps ;  Soluble 
Oarbolated  Creosote ;  Moth  Paper ;  Weed  Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &c. 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIM. 

BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON,  E. 


PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
free  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advice 
as  to  Infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY— 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  PUBBTIVAIi  STREET,  E.C. 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

I  •    (HOME,    FOREIGN.   AND  COLONIAL.) 

/Hodepeitc*  Inclusive  Fogs. 

^SEARCHES,    REPORTS,  DESIGNS. 
T.B.  BROWNE.  Ld.,  163.  Queen  Victoria5t.,l:.L 


"THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST"  SERIES 

Which  all  Chemists  ought  to  have 
and  to  read  as  faithfully  ae  their  British  Pharmacopoeia,  viz. :— 

THE  ART  OF  DISPENSING. 

is.  bd.,  by  post  is.  104. 

HANDY  BOOK  OF  MEDICINE  STAMP  DUTY. 

2j.  Bd.,  by  post  2s.  Qd. 
By  H.  N.  Alpe,  Solicitor's  Department,  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  (witt 
Supplement  expounding  the  Law  and  Practice  to  date). 

MANUAL  OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTING. 

2i.  6d„  by  post  2s.  9d. 
By  Barnard  S.  Proctor,  P.I.O. 

Published  at  the  Offices  of  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST.' 
LONDON    MELBOURNE    AND  SYDNEY 


Non-Freezing   at  Zero. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 

Tha  Finest  Medicinal  Oil  made. 
In  25  =  Gallon  Tin  =  Lined  Barrels  only. 

PRICE    AND  SAMPLE— 

KNOWLES  &  PHILLIPS,  4?  Minories,  London. 


GLYCERINE 


BEFORE   CONTRACTING  FOR 

WI1TTEE;  STJ-IPIFILjIIES 


PLEASE  GET  OUR  PRICES. 


JOHN    MOSS    «&  COY 

Galen  Works,  Wilson  Street.  LONDON.  S.E. 

COD  LIVER  OIL 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOR 


ants 


39    Snow   Hill,  E.C 


Itrosyl. 


SP.  JETtiER  NIT.  made  with  ITROSYL  yields  more 
than  seven  times  its  volume  of  Nitric  Oxide  gas, 
thus  exceeding  the  maximum  official  strength. 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  Holloway,  London. 


jEMtorial  Comments, 


THE  WINTER  SESSION. 

Our  London  and  Provincial  Associations  of  Pharmacists  are 
now  in  fall  swing,  and  some  interesting  programmes  are 
before  us.  Chemists  are  being  urged  all  over  the  country  to 
come  to  presidential  addresses,  lectures,  discussions,  smoking- 
conceits,  balls,  and  dinners.  There  are  active  organisers  in 
half  a  dozen  of  our  big  cities— all  honour  to  them— who  are 
once  again  trying  to  work  up  the  membership  of  this  or  that 
association,  though  their  effoits  have  been  but  meagrely 
responded  to  all  these  jears.  There  are  in  the  United  King- 
dom nearly  fifty  local  Associations  of  Pharmacists,  including 
the  junior  societies,  and  probably  the  total  nominal  member- 
ship of  these  would  not  much  exceed  a  thousand,  while  the 
real  effective  number  would  be  much  below  that  figure. 
This  result  of  all  the  efforts  put  foith  is,  perhaps,  a  little 
surprising,  and  it  certainly  is  disappointing  ;  it  is  also,  we 
think,  worth  discussing  by  the  Associations  themselves.  We 
do  not  profess  to  be  able  to  offer  any  sufficient  explanation 
of  the  fact,  but  we  may,  psrhaps,  offer  one  or  two  guesses. 

First  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  bureaucratism 
which  almost  inevitably  invades  every  association  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  want  of  general  favour.  Most  of  the 
societies  we  are  referring  to  have  a  little  or  sometimes  a 
comparatively   big  group   of  gentlemen  who  form  the 
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nucleus  and  who  divide  all  the  honorary  positions  among 
them.  The  "  committee "  is  often  much  larger  than  the 
average  attendance  at  the  meetings.  Outsiders,  as  the 
others  feel  themselves,  are  apt  to  tacitly  resent  this  appear- 
ance of  cliquism,  and,  rather  than  accept  an  assured  position 
in  the  tail  of  the  comet,  decide  to  kesp  out  of  it  altogether. 

But  the  main  raasoD,  we  imagine,  for  the  imperfect  success 
of  chemists'  associations  is  a  lack  of  interest  in  the  topics 
discussed.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  majority  of 
chemists  in  this  country  carinot  be  aroused  to  any  fervency 
about  the  affairs  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Schemes  for 
bringing  the  whole  trade  into  that  body  have  no  attraction 
for  them.  The  deficiencies  of  the  Preliminary  examination, 
the  need  of  a  curriculum,  even  the  election  of  a  Council,  are 
of  remote  concern  to  them.  What  every  chemist  is 
interested  in  is  his  business,  and  this  is  the  one  subject 
generally,  and  it  may  be  wisely,  excluded.  There  is,  no 
doubt,  some  risk  in  introducing  trade-subjects,  but  if  a 
certain  degree  of  trade-unionism  could  be  infused  into 
chemists'  associations,  there  is  not  much  doubt  of  the 
increase  of  vitality  which  would  ensue.  That  was  what  our 
forefathers  in  the  craft  did  ;  they  met  to  discuss  and  regulate 
prices,  hours,  and  the  like,  and  succee  ded  very  well,  if  we 
can  believe  history.  Why  should  the  present  genera- 
tion ignore  these  matters  so  severely  ?  Other  trades  and 
crafts  form  associations  for  mutual  benefit  and  protection 
either  professedly  as  trade-unions  or  with  distinctly  trade 
objects  And,  to  go  to  another  quarter,  it  is  not  far  wrong 
to  say  that  the  prosperity  of  such  boiies  as  the  British 
Medical  Association  and  the  Incorporated  Law  Society  is 
due  to  the  character  of  trade-unionism  or  whatever  may  be 
the  professional  name  for  it,  which  undoubtedly  tinctures 
those  societies  somewhat  deeply.  The  Federation  of 
Local  Associations  was  to  have  accomplished  something 
of  this  kind.  Someone  was  to  touch  a  button  and  get  an 
enthusiastic  response  from  all  over  the  country  by  return. 
The  Federation,  we  note  from  the  speech  of  its  Prasident  at 
Glasgow,  is  still  alive,  and  he  at  all  events  retains  his  faith 
in  its  destiny.  It  might  yet  be  a  power  if  it  could  be 
established  cn  a  firm  trade  ba9is.  But  we  cannot  believe 
it  will  ever  have  much  inftaence  if  its  object  is  to  be  that 
which  Mr.  Currie  assigns  to  it — namely,  that  of  being  a 
lion's  provider  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  former 
Birmingham  Trade  A'sociation  drifted  into  that  character, 
and  crumbled  with  a  rapidity  which  surprised  its  officers. 
What  is  wanted,  we  repeat,  in  order  that  pharmaceutical 
associations  may  secure  popularity  with  the  trade  and  be 
really  useful  to  their  members,  is  that  they  should  become 
more  like  trade-unions.  Above  all,  let  us  have  local  unity 
before  we  cry  for  the  national. 


NEW  FACTS  ABOUT  KOLA. 
Thbke  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  the  kola-cut  going  out 
of  use  as  a  medicine.  Indeed,  the  evidence  is  all  the  other 
way,  for  the  drug  has  caught  on  in  France,  Germany,  and 
the  United  States,  with  the  result  that  pharmaceutical 
chemists  are  devotiog  considerable  attention  to  it,  and  some 
new  facts  are  being  brought  out  which  it  will  be  useful  to 
summarise  in  our  note.  Moreover,  there  are  certain  discre- 
pancies between  the  investigators  which  require  attention. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  paper  by  Schroeder,  referred 
to  in  this  journal  on  June  20,  page  873,  Professsor  P.  Carles, 
of  Bordeaux,  has  studied  very  fully  the  chemistry  of  the 
drug,  especially  observing  the  best  means  for  extracting 
the  alkaloids  and  kolanin.  His  paper  is  printed  in 
the  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chemic,  page  104,  He  says 
the  best  way  to  extract  the  alkaloids  is  to  mix  10  grammes 
of  the  finely-powdered  kola  with  1  gramme  of  slaked  lime, 


make  it  into  a  piste  with  20  grammes  of  80-per-cent. 
alcohol,  and  evaporate  until  the  weight  is  between 
13  5  and  14  grammes.  Then  exhaust  this  mass  in 
a  Soshlet's  tube,  by  four  percolations  of  an  hour  each, 
using  as  the  solvent  four  35  c  c.  of  a  mixture  of  chloroform 
100  grammes  and  93-per-cent.  alcohol  20  grammes.  The 
liquors,  on  evaporation  on  a  water-bath,  yield  the  alkaloid 
in  a  fairly  pure  state.  The  preliminary  treatment  with  lime 
and  alcohol  ensures  the  decomposition  of  the  ko'anin,  and 
it  is  tot  afterwards  taken  up  by  the  chloroform  solvent. 

Dr.  Karl  Dieterich  has  reported  to  the  Pharmaceutische 
Centralhalle  on  the  relative  potencies  of  kola-nuts  in  the 
fresh,  dry,  and  roasted  condition.  The  analytical  results 
which  he  obtained  are  as  follows  :  — 


Fresh 

Dried 

Roasted 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Caffeine  with  ether  ... 

143 

'7 

104 

,.         „  chloroform 

1-15 

135 

57-29 

13-86 

4-42 

333 

1-6/ 

0-63 

1-56 

25 

3-86 

47-E5 

455* 

4916 

If  the  caffeine  percentages  were  calculated  upon  the  water 
free  substance,  they  would  be  3  3  per  cent,  in  the  fresh,  2  05 
per  cent,  in  the  dry,  and  13  per  cent  in  the  roasted.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  estimate  the  kolanin  by  Jules  Jean's 
process,  but  the  quantity  obtained  was  so  small,  and  had 
such  an  appsarance,  that  Dc  Dieterich  did  not  think  he 
could  reckon  it;  at  all  events,  that  substanca,  if  it  exists,  is 
present  in  infinitesimal  quantity  only.  So  he  says.  The 
above  figures  show  that  kola,  like  coffee,  loses  alkaloid  on 
roastiog,  and  that  the  dried  nuis  are  not  sd  very  far 
behind  the  fresh,  contrary  to  common  belief.  The  drug 
is  now  chiefly  imported  in  the  diied  state,  and  must  be 
obtained  so  before  it  can  be  fitted  for  administration,  so  that 
Dr.  Dieterich's  declaration  that  the  dried  nuts  are  best  is 
satisfactory.  Nevertheless,  the  great  diff  arence  in  alkaloidal 
value  between  fresh  and  dried  kola  is  remarkable.  We  are 
inclined  to  believe  that  this  is  an  analytical  difference 
chiefly,  for  caffeine  is  most  difficult  to  extract  from  kola — a 
fact  which  Dr.  Dieterich's  figures  for  ether  and  chloroform 
show.  Dr.  Dieterich's  failure  to  obtain  kolanin  may  be 
explained  by  the  fact  that  it  does  not  exist  in  the  fresh 
nut.  Professor  Carles  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  formed 
by  oxidation  through  the  combined  action  of  air,  light,  heat, 
and  moisture. 

Knox  and  Prescott,  who  have  communicated  a  paper  on 
the  subject  ti  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  are 
of  opinion  that  kolanin  is  the  tannic  acid  of  kola  in  com- 
bination with  caffeine,  and  they  actually  made  an  artificial 
kolanin  with  an  aqueous  infusion  of  kola  and  a  10  per-cent- 
solution  of  caffeine  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid.  It 
may  be  remembered  that  Knebel  (C.  4"  D  ,  vol.  xl.,  page  523) 
stated  that  carfeine  is  chemically  combined  in  the  nut  with 
colouring-matter  derived  from  a  glucoside,  kolanin,  and  that 
kolanin  splits  up  into  glucose,  caffeine,  and  kola-red.  It  is 
a  unique  thing  for  a  glucoside  to  yield  an  alkaloid,  but 
Knebel's  statement  helped  to  show  why  kola-nut  sustains  its 
action — viz.,  because  the  caffeine  is  liberated  slowly.  Knox 
and  Prescott's  investigation  seems  to  lead  to  the  following 
conclusion : — 

(a)  The  alkaloidal  principle  of  kola  is  associated  with  a 

body  x. 

(b)  a;  is  a  peculiar  tannin  (i.e.,  a  glucoside),  called 

kolanin,  and  on  decomposition  of  the  combina- 
tion of  alkaloid  and  x  we  obtain 

(c)  Free  tannic  acid,  kola-red,  glucose,  and  caffeine. 
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While  this  conclusion  agrees  best  with  previously-known 
facts  regarding  other  vegetable  principles,  and  the  statement 
that  kolanin  decomposes  into  an  alkaloid,  glucose,  and  kola- 
red  violates  all  precedent,  Professor  Carles  is  most  clearly f of 
opinion  that  kolanin  is  the  body  that  Koebel  said  it  was. 
He  has  isolated  it,  but  not  in  a  pure  state,  as  it  is  always 
associated  with  resinous  and  other  matters,  and  has  '.found 
that  on  decomposition  it  yields  glucose  and  caffeine,  the 
kolanin  from  the  Congo  nut  being  equal  to  10  per  cent,  of 
caffeine,  from  the  Indian  nut  16  per  cent.,  and  from  the 
Dahomey  nuj  20  per  cent. — these  results,  in  our  opinion, 
demonstrating  fairly  well  that  kolanin  is  not  a  definite  body. 
The  alkaloid,  or  alkaloids — for  there  is  also  theobromine — 
are  freed  by  the  acids  of  the  gastric  juice,  and  thus  exert 
their  physiological  effects  slowly,  and  not  so  energetically  as 
<caffeine  itself ;  hence  the  superior  efficacy  of  kola.  Professor 
Carles  recommends  the  roasted  nuts  in  preference  to  the 
dried  ones,  as  the  taste  is  so  much  nicer,  especially  when 
exhibited  in  wine.  The  following  are  his  analytical  figures, 
obtained  by  making  proof -spirit  tincture  of  ZOO  grammes : — 


Dry 

Dahomey 
Kola 

Boasted 
Dahomey 
Kola 

Indian 
Kola 

Congo 
Kola 

Dry  extract . . 

grammes 

grammes 

grammes 

grammes 

26  00 

1800 

30-00 

32  00 

Evolanin 

9-10 

4-00 

9  50 

1020 

Alkaloids 

3-00 

300 

2  65 

2t0 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  there  is  yet  more 
to  be  said  about  kola.  Meanwhile,  there  is  a 'certain  element 
of  sadness,  if  not  of  mirth,  in  finding  a  Frenchman,  a  German, 
and  two  Americans  differing  so  materially. 


"TRUTH"  ON  CHEMISTS'  CHARGES. 
The  editor  of  Truth  intimates  that  he  has  had  enough  of 
■the  controversy  he  opened  in  respect  to  chemists'  charges. 
He  has  been,  he  professes,  "  bombarded  with  letters  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  "  (showiDg  what  a  wonderful  circula- 
tion his  paper  has)  "more  or  less  tending  to  prore  that  a 
ohemist  is  quite  justified  in  charging  what  price  he  likes  for 
the  drugs  he  sells."  No  chemist  in  Eaglatd,  he  adds, 
■unless  it  be  the  "  store-price  "  man,  agrees  with  his  view*. 
One  druggist  who  has  written  to  him,  and  who  writes  very 
sensibly,  suggests  that  he  might  turn  his  attentioa  to  tbe 
prices  of  butchers,  drapers,  and  other  tradesmen.  He 
declines  to  do  anything  so  rash;  but  he' remarks,  as  a 
point  in  favour  of  the  chemists,  that  for  every  chemist  who 
makes  his  fortune,  a  hundred  batchers  perform  the  same 
feat.  How  he  knows  this,  or  why  it  is  a  "point  in  favour  cf 
the  chemists,  he  does  not  state.  We  only  wish  to  add  that 
an  editor  who  makes  an  ignorant  attack  on  an  individaal  or  a 
body,  and  who  only  alludes  to  replies  to  his  remarks  so  far 
as  he  can  work  up  a  sneer  at  them,  is  doing  his  best  to  con- 
cert journalism  into  merely  frivolous  vulgarity. 

MANSLAYING  EDITORS. 
The  following  appears  in  the  People  of  last  Sunday : — 

Excellent  Cottgh-mixtube  fob  Bbonchitis  and 
Chest-coughs  This  is  one  of  the  old  fasuioned  grand- 
mother remedies,  which  has  worked  wonders  in  the  mo9t 
obstinate  coughs  and  chest  complaints.  HUf  a  pound  of 
green  treacle,  £  lb.  of  honey,  and  1  gill  of  the  best  malt 
vinegar;  put  these  into  a  saucepan  and  allow  them  to 
simmer,  but  not  to  boil,  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  and  then 
allow  them  to  stand  and  get  cold.  When  cold,  add  1  dr.  of 
ipecacuanha,  1  dr.  of  paregoric,  and  |  dr.  of  opium.  Pat  all 
in  a  bottle,  shake  well  together,  and  take  a  teaspoonful 
whenever  throat,  chest,  or  cough  is  troublesome. 


We  do  not  expect  the  editor  of  the  People  or  his  staff  to  be 
possessed  of  accurate  pharmaceutical  knowledge,  but  then 
they  and  their  tribe  generally  should  leave  such  subjects 
alone.  The  danger  of  a  mixture  made  up  just  as  i\  is  pre- 
scribed above  is  manifest  to  everyone  with  any  decent  acquaint- 
ance with  medical  matters,  and  the  public  may  hope  to  be 
saved  from  the  risks  involved  by  the  necessary  intervention 
of  a  chemist.  But  this  should  not  be  assumed  ;  and  we  may 
hint  to  those  clever  people  in  Fleet  Street  and  elsewhere 
that  it  is  well-established  law  that  though  anyone  may  pre- 
scribe for  ailments  he  is  to  a  certain  extent  responsible  for 
the  results.  If  he  has  undertaken  a  task  for  which  he  is 
unfitted,  and  if  he  occasions  injury  through  his  ignorance, 
damages  may  be  recovered  from  him,  and  in  the  event  of  a 
death  an  action  for  manslaughter  would  lie.  This  law  applies 
to  editors  as  well  as  to  chemists. 

A  RESTRICTED  INDUSTRY. 
A  grocer  was  fined  50Z.  and  10Z.  10s.  costs  at  the  Maryle- 
bone  Police  Court  recently  for  converting  still  wine  into 
sparkling  wine  by  the  addition  of  carbonic  acid  gas.  The 
defendant  said  he  did  not  know  he  was  acting  wrongfully, 
but  the  Board  of  Customs,  who  prosecuted,  said  the  Ravenue 
had  been  defrauded  of  2s.  per  gallon  by  this  proceeding,  the 
duty  on  still  wine  being  If.  per  gallon,  and  on  sparkling 
wines  3s.  per  gallon.  As  it  might  occur  to  some  chemists  or 
aerated-water  makers  to  use  their  machines  as  this  grocer 
had  done,  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  that  the  Customs  and 
Inland  Revenue  Act  of  1890  makes  it  an  offence  punishable 
by  heavy  fines  to  render  any  imported  wine  sparkling  or 
effervescent,  whether  by  aeration,  fermentation,  or  any  other 
process.  The  fine  may  be  imposed  on  anyone  who  aids  iu 
such  contravention  of  the  Act,  and  all  wines,  machinery, 
bottles,  utensils,  and  materials  employed  in  the  process  may 
be  forfeited.  One  section  of  the  Act,  however,  provides  that 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs,  and 
under  such  regulations  as  theyjmay  prescribe,  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  aerate  wines  in  the  warehouse  and  to  bottle  them. 

LECTURES  ON  LIQUORICE. 

The  educational  effects  of  the  Grocery  Exhibition,  of  which 
we  wrote  in  a  recBnt  issue,  are  already  making  themselves 
felt.  They  ha/e  broken  out  with  much  virulence  in  our 
contemporary  The  Grocer,  which  informs  its  readers  this 
week,  in  a  learned  disquisition  on  "  Liquorice :  Growth  and 
Preparation,"  that  "Tae  plant  producing  the  modern 
chemical  product,  '  glycerolate '  of  ammonia,  is  extensively 
cultivated  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Spanish  peninsula,  in 
Italy  and  Sicily,"  &o.  This  sounds  much  grander  than  it 
would  to  write  "  Liquorice  is  grown  in  Spain,"  but  somehow 
there  seems  to  be  a  derangement  of  epitaphs  in  the  sentence 
which  obscures  its  meaning.  We  learn  farther  that  the 
planting  of  it  has  also  been  tried  in  Great  Britain,  but  not 
with  any  favourable  result.  Farther,  that  "  the  planting  is 
effected  by  means  of  seed."  Is  it  possible  that  the  Surrey 
and  Yorkshire  farmers  have  not  been  able  to  hold  their  own 
against  Russia,  Italy,  and  Asia  Minor,  because  they  insisted 
upon  "  planting  liquorice  "  by  "  sowing  it,"  instead  of  raising 
the  plant  from  cuttings  ?  And  if  glycerolate  of  ammonia  is 
a  proprietary  article  we  hope  that  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  will  see 
that  he  gets  it  on  his  list. 

BARIUM  PLATINO  CYANIDE. 

The  text-book  way  of  preparing  bariam  platino  cyanide  is 
to  pass  gaseous  hydrocyanic  acid  through  a  mixture  of 
platinous  chloride  2  parts  and  barium  carbonate  3  parts, 
suspending  in  twice  their  weight  of  water.  Schertel  in  a 
recent  issue  of  Berichte  describes  a  safer  process,  viz. : — 
Platinum  chloride  is  precipitated  by  hydrogen  sulphide  at 
60°  to  70°  C,  and  the  well- washed  platinum  sulphide  is 
dissolved  in  a  warm  solution  of  potassium  cyanide.  On 
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evaporation,  the  potassium  platino  cyanide  (K.2PfcCy4  3HL,0) 
crystallises  out,  and  equal  parts  of  potassium  sulphide  and 
potassium  thiocyanate  remain  in  the  mother-liquor.  If  a 
solution  of  barium  cyanide  be  used,  the  barium  platino- 
cyanide  is  obtained,  and  from  this  by  double  decomposition 
with  uranium  sulphate  the  platinocjanide  of  uranium  may 
be  got  in  beautiful  crystals. 

MILLIONS  GOING  BEGGING. 
We  are  at  present  confronted  with  the  touching  spectacle 
of  a  French  millionaire  going  about  beseeching  British 
wholesale  druggists,  in  almost  pathetic  terms,  to  become 
his  heirs.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who,  "  in  these  days  of 
competition"  (as  the  penny-a-liners  say),  may  be  willing 
to  increase  their  income  by  adding  to  their  business  a 
Department  for  Adopting  Millionaires  (the  rules  of  Mr. 
Stead's  Baby  Exchange  might  be  made  to  fit),  we  may  say 
that  this  French  gold-bug  answers  to  the  name  of  Lesoub, 
and  lives  at  85  Rae  de  Rinelagh,  Passy,  whence  he  addresses 
to  the  British  drug-trade,  by  halfpenny  post,  hectographed 
appeals  concerning  his  troubles.  He  is  compelled,  is  this 
unhappy  millionaire.  "  to  seek  refuge  in  England  so  as  not 
to  be  forced  to  cede  a  large  heritage  (mine  by  right)  to 
powerful  intriguers  banded  together  to  pursue  me  all  over 
the  Continent."  Probably  the  notorious  French  subjection  to 
mal-de-mer  will  keep  the  pursuers  at  bay  at  Dover,  though 
it  shall  not  prevent  Millionaire  Lesoub  from  crossing.  "  Of 
course,"  continues  the  victim,  "  I  would  rather  have  for  my 
heir  the  first  comer  who  has  done  me  no  harm  than  those 
execrable  vampires  who  have  made  my  life  a  torment." 
Then,  after  more  eloquencejwhich  would  thaw  the  heart  of 
the  Great  Assassin  himself,  M.  Lesoub  comes  to  business, 
which  is  that  he  asks  employment,  if  only  for  a  month,  "  so 
that  I  may  not  want  for  the  necessary  before  finding  an 
employment  more  stable."  Though  willing  to  make  himself 
generally  useful  in  any  capacity,  M.  Lesoub  is  a  gentleman 
of  parts,  able  to  correspond  in  French,  Eaglish,  German, 
Russian,  and  all  other  European  languages.  For  the  rest, 
"  no  office-work  would  pazz'e  me,  for  tb.3  strange  fate  that 
has  befallen  me  has  made  of  me,  successively,  trader,  inter- 
national shipper  {sic  /),  Castom-house  officer,  barrister,  man 
of  letters,  teacher,  and  lastly, professcur  officiel" — whatever 
that  may  be.  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co ,  with  repre- 
hensible hardness  of  heart  and  neglect  of  self-interest,  have 
passed  the  millionaire  on  to  us.  We  have  no  room  for  him 
here,  but  the  wide  world  lies  open  unto  him  from  Charenton 
to  Colney  Hatch.  Is  there  no  one  who  will  take  M.  Lesoub, 
and  thereby,  as  that  genius  gently  hints,  "bring  upon 
himself  pecuniary  happiness  "  1 


flDefcical  (Bleantngs, 

Blackhead  Pimples. 

Fob  theEe  Von  Hebra  and  Ullmann  recommend  the  follow- 
ing ointment : — 

Ichthyol  ..  ..  ..  ..  Si- 
Bismuth  subnitrate        ..   Jj. 

Ammoniated  mercury  3j. 

Vaseline     ..       ..      ..  .,  3*> 

Mix. 
Apply  at  night. 

Sanoform. 

This  is  the  latest  substitute  for  iodoform.  It  is  obtained 
by  the  action  of  iodine  on  oil  of  wintergreen  {B.M  J.  epit. 
p.  67),  and  is  the  methyl  ether  of  di-iodosalicylic  acid.  It 
is  a  white,  odourless,  and  tasteless  powder,  and  can  be  heated 
up  to  200°  C.  without  decomposing.  It  is  soluble  in  200 
parts  of  cold  or  10  parts  of  hot  alcohol,  and  readily  in  ether, 
chloroform,  benzole,  and  carbon  disulphide,  but  very  isoluble 
in  water  or  glycerine.  It  contains  62  7  per  cant,  of  iodine. 
The  results  of  its  use  in  surgery  and  gynaecology  are  extra- 


ordinarily good  ;  healing  ensues  more  quickly  and  more  cer- 
tainly than  with  iodoform,  signs  of  irritation  are  absent, 
and  the  drug  is  both  odourless  and  non-poisonous.  Sano- 
form  can  be  used  as  powder,  as  a  10  per  cent,  ointment,  or  in 
a  1-pei-cent.  solution  in  collodion.  Schlesinger  particularly 
recommends  sanoform  gatze  (10  per  cent.),  which,  owing  to 
the  high  temperature  at  which  the  drug  decomposes,  can  be 
easily  sterilised. 

Potent  Diphtheria  antitoxin. 
Dr  G.  E.  Cartwright  Wood,  one  of  the  workers  at  the  R  nyal 
Colleges' Research  Laboratories,  on  the  Victoria  Embankment, 
has  made  a  name  for  himself  as  an  authority  on  diphtheria 
antitoxin,  and  his  last  contribution  to  the  subject  will 
maintain  it.  Writing  to  the  Lanctt  (p.  1145)  he  explains 
that  highly -potent  serum  is  not  only  dear,  but  scarce.  A 
single  dose  of  Behring's  costs  11  lis.  6d.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  however,  that  the  highly -potent  serum  cannot  be 
obtained  in  unlimited  quantities',  and  the  reason  why  has 
never  been  explained.  Dr.  Wood  has  found  it  out,  and  it  is 
because  few  horses  can  produce  this  serum.  In  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Rojal  Society  early  in  the  year,  he  showed  that 
when  horses  are  treated  with  Dr.  Sydney  Martin's  diphtheria 
albumose  for  a  fortnight,  then  with  the  so-called  ferment 
toxin,  a  relatively  powerful  serum  is  produced.  He  reports 
that  by  taking  advantage  of  the  cumulative  action  of  the 
poisons,  through  frequent  injections  of  the  toxin,  the  horses 
are  kept  continuously  under  their  influence,  and,  in  some 
cases,  serum  of  high  potency  is  pi od need.  He  has  bad  nine 
horses  under  this  treatment,  and  the  following  table  shows 
the  antitoxin  values  of  the  serum  produced  :— 


Number  of  normal 

Quantity  protecting 

Number  of  horse. 

units  present  per  e.e.  of 

against  ten  lethal 

serum. 

doses  of  toxin. 

Horse  No.  1 

1,000 

TooTTo  °-c- 

Horse  No.  2  .. 

150 

Horse  No.  3    . . 

40.1 

Horse  No.  4 

?00 

Woo  cc. 

Horse  No.  5    . .       . . 

200 

Woo  cc- 

Horse  No.  6    . . 

175 

Y^Sj  C.C. 

Horse  No.  7    . . 

150 

Horfe  No.  8    . . 

80 

boo  c-c- 

Horse  No.  9    . . 

50 

hio  c,c- 

Considering  that  all  the  horses  were  treated  in  precisely  the 
same  manner,  it  is  evident  that  horses  are  not  alike  as  regards 
their  capacity  for  producing  powerful  anti-toxin9 ;  indeed, 
they  Vary  in  the  most  startling  manner.  It  is  at  present 
impossible  to  give  any  explanation  of  this  fact,  and  only 
extended  experience  with  a  large  number  of  horses  can  settle 
the  matter. 

Double  Mercurial  Cyanide-dressings. 
Dr.  W.  T.  Thomas  writes  to  the  Lancet  regarding  a 
case  of  mercurial  salivation  after  the  use  of  cyanide- 
dressing,  and  as  the  question  of  the  solubility  of  the 
cyanide  discussed  at  the  Liverpool  meeting  last  week  arose 
from  it,  we  may  state  that  the  patient,  a  woman  of  52, 
suffered  from  a  carbuncle  between  the  shoulders.  This  had 
become  gangrenous,  so  a  large  incision  was  made,  and  the 
wound  was  packed  with  sponges  wrapped  in  cyanide  gauze. 
With  modifications,  necessary  through  suppuration,  the 
cyanide  treatment  was  continued  for  ten  days,  when  saliva- 
tion set  in.  It  was  at  this  point  that  Mr.  J.  R.  Johnson, 
then  dispenser  at  the  Liverpool  Infirmary,  was  called  in, 
when  he  found  that  borax  (which  had  been  used  along  with 
the  gauze  on  a  poultice)  increases  the  solubility  of  the 
cyanide  in  a  marked  degree.  There  seem9  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  this  was  the  direct  cause  of  the  salivation.  It  is 
surprising  that  the  cyanide  gauze  is  still  used,  seeing  that 
Sir  Joseph  Lister,  its  originator,  abandoned  it  for  carbolic 
acid,  and  many  hospitals  have  experienced  such  cases  as 
Dr.  Thomas  writes  about.  There  is  idiosyncrasy  in  regard 
to  nmcury,  no  doubt ;  thus,  Mr.  Reckless,  M.R  C.S.,  in  his 
presidential  address  to  the  Sheffield  Medico-Chirurgical 
Society  the  other  day,  mentioned  the  case  of  a  young  man 
who  used  with  impunity  during  a  course  of  syphilis  treat- 
ment 24  gr.  of  hydrarg.  c.  crela,  95  oz.  of  liq.  hydrarg. 
perchlor.,  23  oz.  of  10-per-cent.  oleate  of  mercury,  350  jg-gr. 
pills  of  biniodide  of  mercury,  and  a  large  quantity  of  iodide 
of  potassium. 
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VlNOLIA-NO  VELTIES. 

THEY  are  a  bu?y  community  at  the  vinolia-works  in  Kentish 
Town,  and  I  had  to  wait  awhile  for  Mr.  Hartridge,  the 
managing  director,  who  had  invited  me  to  inspect  some 
Christmas  novelties.  This  gave  me  time  to  recover  from 
the  shock  I  received  in  the  waiting-room  from  a  picture 
about  6  feet  high  that  has  been  submitted  to  Vinolia  as  a 
design  for  a  poster  for  London  hoardings.  Well  it  is  for 
William  Morris  that  he  has  not  lived  to  see  it,  and  I  would 
counsel  the  designer  to  preserve  a  strict  incognito,  or  Mr. 
Walter  Crane  may  not  be  able  to  keep  his  hands  off  him. 
For  what  should  the  poster-artist  have  done  but  lay 
sacrilegious  hands  on  the  beautiful  story  of  Atalanta's  Kace? 
Here  in  the  foreground  is  Melunion,  the  son  of  Amphidamus, 
in  a  tight-fitting  scarlet  hunting  coat,  glossy  top-hat,  and 
yellow  whiskers,  casting  a  cake  of  Vestal  Vinolia  from  a  box 
of  three  (6s  3d.  the  box,  wholesale)  to  a  music-hall  Atalanta 
in  yellow  and  black,  what  time  he  saunters  up  to  the  winning- 
post  in  the  best  Bond  |8treet  style,  while  Scbceneus's  iieges 
look  on  through  opera-glasses,  and  Arcadian  bookies  take 
odds  on  the  event. 

"  Then  trembling  she  her  feet  together  drew, 
And  in  her  heart  a  strong  desire  there  grew 
To  have  the  toy  ;  some  god  she  thought  had  given 
That  gift  to  her,  to  make  of  earth  a  heaven." 

—namely,  the  Vestal  Vinolia.  But  what,  after  all,  is  the 
use  of  myths  and  poetry  to  a  commercial  nation  unless  they 
can  be  turned  to  business  account  1 

Mr.  Hartiidge,  followed  by  a  gentleman  bearing  the 
Christmas  novelties,  now  appeared  upon  the  scene,  and  at 
once  brought  back  my  thoughts  from  Atalanta  to  the  new 
shaving-sticks.  These  are  put  up  in  fluted  "  ivorina  "  boxes, 
or  in  gilt  boxes,  also  fluted.  The  retail  price  is  Is.  6d.  each, 
the  wholesale  13s.  Sd.  per  dozen.  "  Besides,"  said  Mr. 
Hartridge,  "  jou  must  remember  that  all  our  goods  are  sold 


subject  to  the  signing  of  a  very  stringent  anti- cutting 
agreement.  We  protect  our  customers  to  the  utmost,  and 
our  scheme  has  so  far  answered  admirably.  Those  who 
want  a  first-class  shaving-soap,  but  think  Is.  6d.  too  much, 
can  have  a  shilling  porcelain  vase.  Quite  neat,  is  it  not  ? 
We  send  out  these  vases  in  an  '  outer,'  and  there  is  therefore 
no  danger  of  damage." 

Whereupon  we  passed  on  to  the  new  sachets,  which  are 
obtainable  in  not  less  than  fifteen  varieties.  The  powders 
are  extremely  pleasant,  and  the  envelopes  most  tasteful, 
being  printed  in  Vandyke  brown  on  cream  paper,  and 
bearing  a  small  green  vignette.  These  sachets  are  not  yet 
on  the  market,  however.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  their  price 
was  not  even  fixed. 

"  By  the  way,"  said  Mr.  Hartridge,  "  are  you  a  reader  of 
Answers  1  No  ?  Then  you  have  missed  a  very  interesting 
bit  of  information  on  the  consumption  of  otto  of  rose.  A 
few  weeks  ago  Answers  stated  (where  they  bad  their  in- 
formation from  I  cannot  guess)  that  the  firm  of  Pears  bought 
3  000  cz.  of  otto  a  year,  and  our  house  only  1,000.  That  made 
us  look  very  small,  and  we  wrote  to  the  editor,  asking  him 
to  come  and  see  our  books,  for  we  knew  that  our  annual 


consumption  was  much  over  3,000 — though  I  had  not  lately 
looked  into  the  precise  figures.  The  editor  came,  and  what 
do  you  think  we  found  1  Our  annual  consumption  of  otto 
is  nearly  5.0C0  oz.  We  buy  all  our  otto  direct,  of  course  I 
will  show  you  our  warehouse  by-and-bye.  Now  let  us  return 
to  the  novelties. 

"  This  is  Lypsyl,  in  '  ivorina '  and  in  gilt  boxes.  We  had  it 
flat  octagon  metal  boxes  before ;  but  this,  I  think,  is  an  im- 
provement— much  handier  to  carry  about  in  the  pocket. 
We  make  pink  Lypsyl  and  white." 

To  the  Lypsyl  succeeded  the  new  Vinolia  perfumes,  in 
plain  and  cut-glass  bottles  and  beautifully  designed  fancy 
boxes  of  delicate  colours.  Afterwards,  on  a  walk  through 
the  building,  I  saw  these  perfumes  being  put  up  by 
scores  of  nimble- fingered  girls.  I  can  honestly  say 
that  I  have  never  seen  a  more  orderly  or  a  cleaner  woik- 
room  in  any  perfumery -factory  it  has  been  my  fortune  to 
visit. 

The  demand  for  Vinolia  violet-powder  is  increasing. 
There  is  a  "violet-powder  department  "in  the  factory,  where 
several  hands  are  kept  busy  preparing  the  article,  which  is 
put  up  in  \-Vo.  packets  or  tins,  with  labels  bearing  witness  to 
the  good  taste  in  colour  and  design  which  distinguishes  all 
the  Vinolia  preparations.  Those  preparations  have  grown 
so  numerous  of  late  that  the  firm's  last  price-list  contains 
over  thirty-five  headings  relating  to  distinctive  classes  of 
goods.  The  cover  of  the  list  is  in  itself  a  notable  example 
of  colour  piintirjg. 

Among  the  novelties  shown  me  was  an  assortment  of  ex- 
cellent plain  and  embossed  silver  cases  for  soap,  shaving- 
cream,  and  dentifrice.  The  firm  sell  these  at  a  trifle  over 
cost-price,  and  are  liberal  in  their  arrangements  with  cus- 
tomers who  want  goods  of  this  kind  for  a  temporary  special 
window-display. 

Messrs.  Blondeau  &  Cie.'s  liist  of  triple  concentrated 
extracts  in  bulk  contains  the  names  of  thirty-four  prepara- 
tions. These  are  not  sold  at  an  all-round  price,  as  is  usually 
the  case,  but  at  a  graduated  scale  proportionate  to  the  cose 
of  their  preparation.  "Marequil"  and  "Vinolia  Bouquet" 
are  among  the  lowest  priced ;  "Violette  de  Parme"  is  the 
dearest  on  the  list. 

After  a  careful  inspection  of  the  samples,  I  followed  Mr. 
Hartridge  through  the  Vinolia  factory,  the  size  of  which 
much  exceeded  my  anticipations.  Everywhere  soap- making, 
perfume-compounding  or  packing  was  proceeding  with 
intense  application.  In  the  laboratory  every  iDgTedient  for 
the  firm's  manufactures  is  tested  before  use,  and  the  staff  of 
practical  perfumers  attached  to  the  works,  consisting  of 
Britishers  and  Frenchmen,  seems  to  indicate  that  Vinolia,  at 
any  rate,  is  going  to  keep  to  the  front. 

Cobbyn's  Natural  Perfumes. 

1 1  is  now  a  little  over  a  twelvemonth  since  Messes.  Corbyn, 
Stacey  &  Co.  commenced  the  manufacture  of  perfumery,  and 
the  time,  therefore,  seemed  opportune  for  inquiring  how  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  new  venture. 

"  Very  well  indeed,"  said  the  manager,  in  reply  to  my 
inquiry.  "The  best  proof  that  we  mean  to  go  ahead  is  that 
we  have  just  brought  out  a  number  of  new  scents  for  the 
winter  season."  While  specimens  of  these  novelties  were 
fetched,  my  informant  proceeded,  "  Our  initial  difficulty  in 
securing  a  hold  on  the  home  market  was  the  extraordinary 
affection  of  a  large  section  of  the  British  public  for  strong 
scents.  I  suppose  it  is  our  climate  that  predisposes  the 
average  Englishwoman  to  favour  perfumes  of  a  pronounced, 
not  to  say  '  smelly,'  nature,  just  as  it  makes  the  average 
Briton  the  greatest  eater  of  flesh-meat,  and  the  drinker  of 
the  strongest  beer,  in  the  world.  How  else  do  you  account 
for  the  long  popularity  of  scents  of  which  mirbane  oil  forms 
the  basis  1  We  have  from  the  first  set  our  faces  against  the 
perpetuation  of  a  phase  of  corrupted  taste  which  we  believe 
to  be  on  the  wane  already.  '  Delicacy  of  odour  '  is  written 
on  the  corner-stones  of  our  perfume-department,  and  after  a- 
year's  trying  we  feel  satisfied  that  we  have  only  to  persevere 
to  reap  the  reward  of  our  determination." 

The  specimens  of  the  new  scents  here  arrived,  and 
I  was  given  an  opportunity  of  convincing  myself  of  the 
correctness  of  my  informant's  statements.  The  quadruple 
natural  perfumes  still  hold  the  field.  Corbyn's  list  of  these 
now  includes  thirty  varieties.  But,  in  order  to  fulfil  the 
requirements  of  many  customers  for  a  lower-priced  article 


October  31,  1896 


THE  CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


657 


"  SlXGLET 


(Open). 


than  the  quadruple  perfumes,  the  firm  have  just  brought 
out  a  set  of  triple  extracts,  embracing  the  whole  list  of 
quadruple  ones,  excepting  "  Grecian  Bouquet,"  "  Patchouli,' 
and  "Trailing  Arbutus."  The 
only  difference  between  the  quad- 
ruple and  the  triple  extracts  is 
that  the  last-named  are  less  strong, 
and,  consequently,  about  20  per 
cent,  cheaper,  but  it  is  guaranteed 
that  the  same  materials  have  been 
used  in  the  manufacture.  The 
triple  extracts,  like  the  quadruple 
ones,  are  supplied  in  bulk  (1-lb., 
Jib,  or  |-lb.  bottles)  or  in  fancy 
bottles.  1  want  to  say  a  word  con- 
cerning the  way  in  which  the 
Corbyn-perfames  are  put  up.  They 
cot  only  are  good,  they  look  it 
There  is  no  inordinate  show  of 
gold  or  colour  about  them,  no 
fanciful  designs  of  dicky-birds  and 
flowers.  The  bottles  are  plain, 
but  good,  cut-glass  ;  the  cases 
mostly  of  the  delicate  pale-blue 
colour  adopted  by  the  firm  as  a  kind  of  distinguishing  livery 
of  their  products,  with  a  monogram  and  a  plain  border-line 
in  gold,  or  of  daTk  gieen  embossed  paper.  Some  bottles  have 
cream  or  buff  labels,  and  are  tied  with  blue  or  old-gold  silk 
ccrd,  others  bear  only  a  small  round  gilt  label.  There  are 
'  Singlet"  and  "Couplet"  cases, 
but  walking,  as  I  do,  in  the  fear 
oE  Mr.  Brudenell  Caiter,  I  hasten 
to  disclaim  responsibility  for  the 
application  of  these  designations 
to  perfume-cases.  If  the  diction- 
ary does  not  warrant  such  an 
application  (and  I  am  afraid  it 
does  not)  C  ,  S.  &  Co.  may  plead 
"  custom  of  the  tiade."  Buyers  of 
three  dozen  bottles  can  have  their 
own  name,  instead  of  that  of  the 
manufacturer,  printed  on  the  label 
free  of  charge. 

Corbyn's  "  Eau  de  Cologne  "  is 
put  up  in  the  time-honoured  re- 
ceptacle of  Cologne,  although  the 
gold- blocked  label  is  a  compromise 
with  the  orthodox  style,  inas- 
much as  it  has  a  monogram  in 
cardinal.  The  top  of  the  bottle, 
moreover,  is  protected  by  a  white-enamelled  metal  cap. 
There  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  since  last 
year  in  the  style  of  putting  up  sachet-powders,  and  it 
would  now  be  difficult  to  find  a  more 
attractive  and  less  gaudy  envelope 
anywhere  than  that  of  the  Corbyn 
" Landscape"  sachets,  which  are  sold 
in  assorted  boxes  containing  half-a- 
dczen  odours,  put  up  in  envelopes 
beating  nine  different  collotype  pic- 
tures. Corbyn's  nursery-powder, 
which  is  soluble  in  water,  and  causes 
no  "  caking  "  on  the  skin,  is  also  put 
up  in  excellent  and  attractive  fashion. 

Toilet  water  in  ribbed-glass  bottles 
(the  ribbed  glass  greatly  heighters 
the  pleasing  effect  of  the  colour  of 
the  water)  is  prepared  in  six  varie- 
ties— heliotrope,  lavender,  lily-of-the- 
valley,  pink  lilac,  white  rose,  and 
violet.  The  first-named  has,  I  am 
told,  the  largest  sale,  though  the 
lavender,  I  think,  deserves  the  posi- 
tion of  honour. 

I  was  doubly  pleased  to  hear  that 
Corbyn's  perfumes  are  acquiring  a 

ejVVN^V*  larger  circle  of  customers  each 
*\  ;~"^ifi'  rmnta;  firstly,  because  the  firm  may 
De  trUsted  not  to  stoop  to  buy  rapid 
popularity  by  aiding  the  inclination  for  pungent  scents  and 
for  cheap  goods  irrespective  of  quality  ;  and,  secondly, 
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because  the  very  success  of  the  Corbyn  goods  proves  that 
there  are  plenty  of  people  who  appreciate  good  things  and 
are  willing  to  pay  a  fair  price  for  them. 

Concerning  Brushes  and  Free-trade. 

"  The  tables  were  turned  upon  me  the  other  day,"  writes 
the  Town  Traveller,  "for  just  as  I  was  about  to  call  upon 
Mr.  G.  Harold  Kent  for  the  purpose  of  asking  him  what  he 
thought  about  German  competition  in  the  brush-trade,  Mr. 
Kent  forestalled  me  by  appearing  at  Cannon  Street,  on  his 
way  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Exhibition  of  samples 
of  foreign-made  goods  competing  with  our  own  in  Victoria." 

"  I  understand,  Mr.  Kent,  you  are  a  Protectionist,'  said  I, 
"  and  that  you  inspired  Col.  Sir  Howard  Vincent  in  his 
agitation  against  prison-made  goods.  Now  what  do  you 
think  of  the  prospects  of  the  British  brush-industry  ?  " 

"  I  am  an  out-and-out  Protectionist,"  admitted  Mr.  Kent. 
"  I  want  to  see  a  big  duty  placed  on  all  foreign  blushes. 
Better  still,  I  would  like  the  Government  to  prohibit  the 
importation  altogether." 

"  What !    Prohibit  the  importation  of  all  foreign  goods  ?  " 

"  No ;  only  of  brushes.  Who,''  asked  Mr.  Kent,  winking 
the  other  eye,  "  who  said  anything  about  other  foreign 
goods?  I  am  a  brushmaker;  ergo  a  brush- protectionist. 
I  want  it  made  penal  to  use  any  brushes  but  Kent's.  With 
regard  to  all  other  goods,  I  am  an  earnest  Free-trader.  But, 
joking  apart,"  continued  Mr.  Kent,  "  whatever  gave  you  the 
strange  notion  that  I  was  a  Fair-trader  ? " 

"  Well,  Mr.  Kent,  I  spent  an  hour  at  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  the  other  day,  where  I  saw  a  few  of  your  brushes 
cheek  by  jowl  with  a  lot  of  German  ones,  such  as  are  im- 
ported into  Victoria.  It  reminded  me  of  '  Dignity  and 
Impudence.'  Then  I  recalled  Sir  Howard  Vincent's  brush- 
agitation,  and  a  lecture  of  your  own  on  brushes,  and  I  put 
two  and  two  together  " 

"And  worked  it  out  five  instead  of  four  1  You  are  quite 
wrong.  We  are  a  Free-trade  firm  ;  we  have  never  hadjpart 
or  lot  in  Sir  Howard  Vincent's  agitation,  and  we  can  afford 
to  look  upon  German  competition — considering  the  quality 
those  competitors  turn  out  at  present — much  as  the  Dignity 
dog  of  Landseer  does  upon  the  other.  Let  me  tell  you  that 
there  is  no  firm  that  gets  higher  prices  for  its  goods  than 
ours,  which  shows  quality  is  still  appreciated  at  its  proper 
value.  And  even  in  Germany  and  Austria,  when  a  brush  of 
the  best  quality  is  wanted,  the  people  cheerfully  buy  ours, 
duty  notwithstanding.  I  have  just  looked  over  our  books, 
and  found  that  in  the  twelve  months  ending  September  30 
we  have  made  more  tooth-brushes  than  in  any  preceding 
year,  and  our  stock  is  less  than  ever." 

"  Then  you  don't  sell  any  foreign  goods  at  all  1 " 

"  Yes,  some ;  for  instance,  dandy-brushes — a  kind  of  cheap 
horse-brushes.  But  we  don't  stamp  them,  whereas  every 
siDgle  finished  bit  of  work  made  by  us  is  stamped  '  Made  in 
England,'  where  possible." 

"  Cannot  jou  compete  in  dandy-brushes  ?  " 

"Np,  we  cannot.  They  are  made  in  German  and  Belgian 
prisons.  And  now  let  me  tell  you  why  I  consider  Sir  Howard 
Vincent's  agitation  a  silly  one.  It  is  because  human  wit 
cannot  devise  an  effectual  means  of  distinguishing  foreign 
prison-made  goods  from  goods  made  by  free  labour.  Here  is 
Herr  Donnerwetter,  of  Hanover,  for  instance.  Say  he  holds 
the  contract  for  prison-made  brushes,  and  the  German 
Government  get  on  such  an  almost  unimaginable  footing  of 
friendship  with  Britain  as  to  prohibit  Herr  Donnerwetter 
from  shipping  his  brushes  to  England.  The  Herr  has  heaps 
of  them — acres.  He  must  get  rid  of  them  somehow,  and 
quietly  consigns  them  to  his  friend  Pumpernickel,  of  Ham- 
burg, who  is  a  shipper.  Between  them  they  set  up  a  small  free- 
labour  factory  in  Hamburg,  just  to  make  a  show,  and  the 
exportation  goes  cn  as  before.  How  is  anyone  to  check 
which  of  the  brushes  have  been  made  in  prison,  acd  which 
by  free  labour  1  Yes,  if  you  could  get  the  German  Govern- 
ment to  place  an  indelible  mark  on  all  piison-made  goods, 
that  might  help,  but  the  diplomatic  price  we  should  have  to 
pay  for  that  service  would  exceed  the  value  cf  the  goods  made 
in  all  the  prisons  on  the  Continent.  No  ;  we  must  just  rely 
upon  makirjg  f/oorZthingsandupon  knowingour  business.  Com- 
petition, so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  only  exists  in  goods  of 
tbe  commonest  kind.  As  soon  as  we  get  to  articles  costing 
more  than  10s.  a  dozen  it  cannot  touch  us.  Besides,  we 
have  the  best  labour-saving  machinery  of  any  firm." 
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"  Have  you  ever  any  trouble  with  your  workpeople  ?  One 
sometimes  hears  of  strikes  in  the  brush  trade." 

"  We  have  not  had  a  strike  at  our  factory  for  twenty -five 
years.  I  asciibe  our  pleasant  relations  with  our  workpeople 
in  great  measure  to  the  fact  that  evety  partner  in  Kent's 
firm  for  the  past  four  generations  has  been  brought  up  as  a 
practical  brushmaker,  and  learnt  his  trade  at  the  bench  like 
any  apprentice.  You  see,  we  know  our  hands ;  every  one 
of  us  is  in  close  touch  and  sympathy  with  them." 

"  Then  you  don't  despair  of  Britain  so  far  as  her  brush- 
trade  is  concerned  1 " 

"  Not  a  bit.  We  are  everlastingly  told  that  we  ought  to 
feel  our  ground  cut  away  from  under  us  by  the  foreigner, 
but  somehow  we  don't.  But  if  any  danger  to  our  industry 
should  arise,  the  British  brushmakers  themselves  will  be 
found  the  chief  culprits.  In  many  cases  they  themselves 
assist  the  foreigner  by  buying  his  sash  tools  or  other 
brushes ;  but  in  our  own,  except  the  goods  mentioned,  we 
import  hardly  anything,  and  sell  only  our  own  make.  Take 
another  instatce  A  so-called  biusbmaker,  in  the  West-end, 
marks  all  his  goods  to  indicate  that  they  are  of  British 
manufacture,  yet  it  is  notorious  in  the  brush-trade  that  he 
gets  practically  all  he  sells  from  France,  and  that  the  only 
British  workmanship  on  his  brushes  consists  in  applying  a 
stamp  giving  them  a  fictitious  character.  As  for  the  prison- 
made  goods  business,  why  it  was  all  got  up  by  an  American 
agent  for  a  United  States  carpet  sweeper.  A  German  firm 
cut  him  out ;  so  the  Yankee  took  a  trip  round  tbe  German 
prisons,  and  published  his  views  in  a  British  trade  paper. 
Now,  what  do  you  think  of  that  as  a  nucleus  of  a  British 
agitation  ?  Do  you  think  any thiog  could  be  much  more 
funny  1 "  and  leaving  us  to  extract  a3  much  amusement  from 
this  joke  as  he  himself  enjoyed,  Mr.  Kent  said  "  good-bye." 


Notice)  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opening  of  next  businesses,  art 
inserted  in  this  section,  free  of  charge,  if  properly  authenticated. 


Me  A.  P.  Noswoethy  has  disposed  of  his  business  in 
Grove  Hill  Road.  Tunoridge  Wells,  and  has  op3n9  one  in 
Preston  Street,  Brighton. 

Mb.  John  McKeblie,  of  Dumfries,  who  passed  his  Minor 
examination  last  week  in  Edinburgh,  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Mr.  David  McNay,  Thornhill. 

Mb.  Gauge  has  seceded  from  the  business  of  Messrs. 
Gauge  &  Goldby,  chemists  and  druggists,  of  Eafield,  and  Mr. 
F.  Goldby  will  in  future  ba  the  sole  proprietor. 

Messes  Clift  &  Co.  have  removed  their  bu=iness  as 
manufacturers  of  Wooley's  pectoral  candy,  Cahburn's 
balsam,  and  Ibbson's  ointment  for  foot-rot,  to  Sutingbourne. 

The  chemist's  shop  and  dwelling-house  in  the  oscupation 
of  Mr.  William  Bentley  in  the  Market  Place,  Pontefract, 
were  put  up  for  auction  on  October  21,  and  after  a  spirited 
competition  were  bought  by  Mr  Bentley  for  1,760Z. 

Me.  J.  Temple  Mooee,  haviDg  disposed  of  his  businesses, 
Portway  &  Co.,  225  Jamaica  Road  and  Lower  Road,  now 
carries  on  business  as  a  merchant  at  33  Mincing  Lane,  E  C  , 
to  which  address  all  communications  in  reference  to  the 
Zox  Manufacturing  Company  should  in  f  ature  be  sent.  Mr. 
Moore  still  retains  his  interest  in  Messrs.  Crane  &  Co , 
chemists,  Lambeth. 

Mes9es.  Jewsbtjey  &  Beown's  retail  business  at 
113  Market  Street,  Manchester,  is  to  be  closed  on 
November  30.  Mr.  William  Stone,  the  present  proprietor, 
in  a  circular  he  has  issued,  states  that  in  consequence  of 
the  increased  claims  of  the  mineral-water  basiness  on  his 
time  and  attention,  he  finds  it  impossible  to  give  the  personal 
attention  and  supervision  to  his  retail  pharmacy  which  it 
demands.  The  prescription  books  of  the  firm  are  to  b3 
transferred  to  Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.  (Limited), 
69  Market  Street,  Manchester. 


personalities* 


Me  James  Clabke,  pharmaceutical  chemi6t.  formerly  of 
the  pharmacy,  King  Street,  Hammersmith,  London,  W, 
passed  the  final  examination  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
and  Physicians  held  in  London  last  week. 

The  German  Government  has  excused  Professor  Behring 
from  delivering  his  university-lecture3,  so  that  his  whole 
time  may  be  devoted  to  researches  on  the  production  of 
cholera,  tuberculosis,  and  other  antitoxins,  which  he  is 
making  for  the  Hoechst  Chemical- factory. 

Mb.  S.  Feipp,  manager  of  Messrs.  Rocke,  Tompsitt  &  Co 's 
business  in  Melbourne,  who  hss  been  in  London  for  some 
weeks,  returns  to  Melbourne  on  October  23,  per  s  s.  Borne. 
Messrs.  Rocke, Tompsitt  &  Co.'s  London  house  will  in  future 
be  under  the  control  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Henley,  who  alone  has 
authority  to  sign  for  the  fiim. 

Mb.  Albert  Seabl,  F.C.S.,  who  recently  resigned  his 
position  as  manager  of  tbe  Phoenix  Mill?,  Dartford„ 
terminates  his  engagement  with  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
this  week.  In  recognition  of  Mr.  Searl's  long  and  faithful 
services  to  the  firm,  and  as  a  mark  of  high  personal  esteem, 
Mr.  Wellcome  has  taken  this  opportunity  of  presenting  to 
him  a  handsome  gold  watch  with  a  suitable  inscription. 

CotjncillobT.  Claekson,  chemist,  Mayor  of  West  Hartle- 
pool, kindly  granted  the  use  of  the  Municipal  Council  Hall  on 
October  22,  and  took  the  chair,  when  the  Mayoress  pre- 
sented the  medallions  and  certificates  awarded  by  the  Life- 
saving  Society  to  members  of  the  "  Porpoise  "  Swimming- 
club,  fifteen  of  whom  had  qualified  (by  examination)  as 
proficient  in  the  Society's  drill  of  rescue,  relea  e,  and  resus- 
citation. R.  Leitbead,  chemist  (himself  an  expert  natant), 
acted  as  Secretary  and  Joint-instructor. 


ttraoe^flDarks  Hpplieo  tot. 


ANY  person  who  has  good  grounds  of  objection  to  the  registration  of  any 
of  the  following  marks  should  at  once  communicate  with  Sir  Reader 
Lack.Oonptroller-General,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Building?, 
Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O. 


(From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  October  21,  1896.) 
"  Essobal  '  and  other  wording  on  square,  plain  label ;  for  a 
toilet  preparation.     By  J.  Rose,  25  Station  Road, 
Urmston,  near  Manchester,  chemist.     197,626.  The 
essential  particular  is  the  word  "  Essoral." 

"Polo,"  and  sketch  of  man  on  horseback  playing  polo  ;  for 
perfumed  soap.  By  Wood  &  Wainwright,  Kingston 
Soap-works,  North  Street,  Hull.  198.133.  The  essential 
particular  is  the  device. 

Label,  device,  and  wording  ;  for  a  medicated  fruit-syrup  for 
human  U3e.  By  J.  H.  Dalwood  &  Co..  Tbe  Parade, 
Sherborne,  chemists  and  druggists.  191.712.  The 
essential  particular  is  the  device. 

Symbolic  figure,  with  cap  of  liberty ;  for  chemical  substances 
prepared  for  use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  J.  H. 
Hogg,  5  Nightingale  Park  Cresceat,  London,  S.W., 
merchant.  198,177. 

"Sibius";  for  all  goo3s  included  in  Classes  1  and  4" 
"  Satubn  " ;  for  all  goods  included  in  Class  4.  By  the 
Badische  Anilin  und  Soda  Fabrik,  Friesenbeimer  Land 
strasse,  Ludwigshafen- on -Rhine,  Germany.  197,960-1-5  m 


Physician  op  the  New  School  (after  turning  a;-rays 
on  the  patient)  :  "  Your  case  is  a  somewhat  complicated 
one.  There  is  a  slight  trouble  with  your  left  lung,  and  I 
observe  enlargement  of  the  liver  and  fatty  degeneration  of 
the  heart.  Kindly  baud  me  that  $l.b\  in  your  right-hand 
trousers  pocket,  and  I  will  prescrioe  for  you." — Puck. 
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42  CANNON"  STREET,  E.C.,  October  29. 

THE  drug  and  chemical  markets  have  been  more  than 
usually  active  this  week,  and  we  have  a  great  many 
alterations  in  price  to  report.  East  Indian,  goods  almost  all 
have  an  upward  tendency  on  account  of  the  failure  of 
nearly  all  crops  in  a  considerable  part  o£  India.  Chinese 
articles  are  also  generally  firmer.  At  to-day's  drug  auctions, 
which  were  rather  lengthy,  a  fairly  satisfactory  tone  prevailed. 
OE  the  1,363  lets  which  made  up  the  16  catalogues,  545 
were  disposed  of  at  the  sales,  which  is  a  large 
proportion  considering  that  no  vanilla  was  offered.  In 
chemicals,  citric  and  tartaric  acids  are  dull.  Glycerine  veiy 
firm.  Cieamof  tartar  somewhat  easier.  Carbolic  acids 
firmer.  Cocaine  has  been  reduced  9d.  The  price  of  quinine 
was  unexpectedly  reduced  to-day  by  the  manufacturers  to 
the  extent  of  lkd.  per  oz.  on  English,  and  2d.  per  oz.  on 
German  brands.  Camphor  is  firm.  Salicylic  acid  steady  at 
the  reduction.  German  pilocarpine  has  been  reduced.  In 
drugs,  the  principal  alterations  are  as  follows: — Asafoelida 
tending  higher.  Curacao  aloes  sold  at  very  fall  prices.  Cape  is 
steady.  Balsam  tolu  realised  firm  rates,  but  is  offering  somewhat 
easier  for  arrival.  Buohu  dearer.  Belladonna-root  firmly  held. 
Balsam  copaiba  higher.  Benzoin  rather  dull  of  sale.  Croton- 
seEd  very  firm.  Crude  camphor  much  higher,  especially  for 
shipment.  Civet  easier.  Colocynth  a  little  lower.  Carda- 
moms very  scarce,  and  from  Qd.  to  lOd.  dearer.  Cubebs  neg- 
lected. Calumba  quiet.  Fine  dragon's-blood  10s.  dearer.  Ergot 
rather  steady.  Gentian  still  advancing.  Gamboge  and  gum 
acacia  steady.  Fine  Jamaica  honey  rather  firmer.  Jalap  steady 
on  the  spot,  Brazilian  ipecacuanha  firm  for  fine  quality, 
slightly  easier  for  medium,  Colombian  lower.  Musk 
and  myrrh  quiet.  Menthol  slightly  easier.  Castor  ,  oil 
dearer.  Opium  in  better  request.  Fine  orris  is  firmly 
held.  Star-anise  and  cassia  oil  very  firm.  Citronella  and 
lemongrass  still  tending  higher.  West  Indian  lime  oil 
somewhat  easier  for  distilled.  Rhubarb  and  senna  sold 
at  full  to  higher  prices.  Chinese  soy  is  lower.  Saffron 
again  firmer.  Fi  ne  Jamaica  sarsapatilla  is  Id.  to 
2d ,  and  Honduras  Id.,  lower.  Orange-pt  el  lower.  Bees- 
wax in  good  demand.  Jamaican  5s.  dearer.  Dry- 
salteries, spices,  &c,  are  generally  firm,  and  in  many 
instances  higher.  A  good  business  has  been  done  in 
■turmeric  at  increased  rates.  Shellac  is  firmer,  Gambier, 
and  Chinese  galls  dearer.  Qiicksilver  is  firmly  held. 
Cochin  ginger  quiet.  Zanzibar  cloves  firm,  and  higher  since 
our  last  report.  Fenugreek-seed  dearer,  canary-seed  steady 
at  low  prices.  Coriander  rather  firmer.  Pepper  is  quiet, 
pimento  dull,  nutmegs  and  mace  quiet  but  steady.  Linseed 
-oil  easier.  Rape  steady  for  crude  and  refined.  Cottonseed 
oil  decidedly  lower,  especially  for  crude.  Cocoa,  palm,  and 
olive  oils  unchanged.  Turpentine  3d.  lower,  American  21s 
•Petroleum  unaltered,  American  5|i.  to  7^.,  Russian  b%d.  to 
5hd.  The  Bank-rate  remains  at  4  per  cent.  Bar-silver  has 
fallen  from  ZQ±d.  to  29^d.  per  oz. 


permanent  practice.  The  vanilla-sales  to-morrow  will  com- 
prise the  unusually  heavy  quantity  of  741  tins.  At  to-day's 
auctions  8  tins  Tahiti  vanilla  (4§  to  6£  inches)  sold  at  12s. 
per  lb.,  about  Is.  below  valuation. 


Owing  to  the  heavy  arrivals  of  new-crop  Seychelles 
vanilla,  the  brokers  decided  to  take  all  the  vanilla  out  of  the 
Vanilla  drag-sales,  and  offer  it  separately  at  11  a.m. 

to  morrow  (Friday)  This  is  the  first  time 
that  such  a  concession  has  been  made  to  the  druggists,  most 
-of  whom  are  bus  slightly  interested  in  the  article.  As  a 
rule,  from  300  to  400  tins  of  vanilla  block  the  way  on  drug- 
sale  day,  and  delay  the  commencement  of  the  drug-auctions 
proper  by  an  hour  or  more.  It  is  hoped  that  the  elimination 
of  vanilla  from  the  drug  auctions  will  be  established  as  a 


For  some  time  dealers  in  second-hand  quinine  have  been 
much  annojed  to  find  tbat  the  actual  weight  of  the  quinine 

in  the  100-oz.  tins  in  which  that  drug  is 
Arbu'rations  8£nera^y  delivered,  often  falls  short  of  the 

nominal  net  weight.  A  parcel  of  old  Fabbrica 
Lomharda  quinine  which  changed  hands  some  time  ago,  and 
was  purchased  by  a  consumer  was  found  to  be  deficient  to 
the  extent  of  b\  per  cent.  Underweights  of  from  2  to  3  per 
cent,  are  of  common  occurrence.  The  jobber's  profit  on 
quinine  is  naturally  a  very  small  one  nowadays,  but  as,  in 
most  cases,  the  buyers  decline  to  pay  for  more  than  they 
actually  receive,  second-hand  dealers  have  repeatedly  been 
compelled  to  pay  the  loss  out  of  their  own  pockets.  The 
purchaser  of  the  Fabbrica  Lombarda  parcel  referred  to 
claimed  arbitration,  and  had  the  mortification  to  be  saddled 
with  the  cost  of  the  dispute,  in  addition  to  the  loss  in  weight, 
for  the  brokers  gave  their  award  against  him  Another 
arbitration  is  now  pending.  The  claimants  in  this  case  are 
a  large  firm  of  wholesale  druggists,  and  they  have  made  it  a 
condition  in  their  contract  (it  is  said)  that,  in  the  event  of 
an  adverse  arbitration-award,  they  shall  have  the  right  to 
biirjg  the  case  before  the  Law  Courts. 


In  our  advertising  columns  the  solicitors  for  the  Fabriques 
de  P/oduits  Ohimiques  de  Thann  et  de  Mulhouse  announce 

that  they  have  proceeded  in  the  High 
Patentsf1""     Court  of  Justice  against  certain  infringers  of 

their  English  patents  for  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  musk,  and  obtained  a  perpetual  injunction  against 
them.  Farther,  that  they  are  instructed  to  proceed  against 
any  persons  found  selling,  buying,  or  using  any  artificial 
musk,  not  manufactured  under  the  English  patents  of  the 
FP.C.T.M.  They  also  state  that  Mr.  R  C  Treatt,  of 
Dunster  House,  E.C.,  is  the  only  authorised  agent  for  the 
sale  of  the  artificial  musk  made  onder  these  patents.  This 
is  the  product  generally  known  as  Muse  Baur. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday 
afternoon  that  there  is  a  strong  advancing  tendency  in 
Hamburg  several  departments  of  the  drug-market.  This 
Telegram.  js  notably  the  case  with  regard  to  essential 
oils  of  cassia,  star-anise,  and  citronella,  camphor,  Japan 
wax  and  cinnamon. 

Our  New  York  correspondent  cables  on  Thursday  after- 
noon : — Newfoundland  cod  liver  oil  is  advancing.  Prices 
New  York  to-day  are  uncertain.  Peppermint  oil  shows  a 
Cablegram,  strong  market.  Heavy  buying  has  been  going 
on  this  week.  Mandrake-root  has  advanced  to  5|c.  per  lb. 
Golden  seal  root  to  24c  per  lb.  The  quotations  of  Castor  oil 
has  been  advanced  lc.  per  lb.,  all  round,  but  ^c.  per  lb. 
reduction  has  been  declared  in  Itochelle  salts  and  Seidlitz 
powders.  Sarsaparilla  is  advancing,  and  closes  §c.  per  lb. 
higher  on  the  week. 


Our  Smyrna  correspondent  telegraphed  on  October  24  as 
follows : — "  American  agents  are  buyintr  up  all  the  Mann- 
Opium  factoring  opium  they  can  lay  their  hands  on. 

Telegram.  jjp  to  the  present  they  have  taken  110  cases 
at  the  parity  of  8s.  6d.  rising  to  8s  8d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b  ,  for  fair 
tale  quale.    A  further  advance  is  expected." 


Acid  (Cabbolic)  still  maintains  its  upward  tendency. 
A  considerable  business  has  lately  been  done  in  Crude  acid, 
for  delivery  over  the  next  eight  months,  at  from  Is.  lOd.  to 
Is.  10^d.  per  gallon  for  60-per-ceDt  The  last-named  price 
is  to-day's  current  quotation,  while  75-per-cent.  is  quoted  at 
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2s  2hl  to  2s.  3d.  per  gallon.  Crystals  slightly  firmer,  34°  to 
35°  0.,  6id.  per  lb. ;  39°  to  40°  C,  6f*Z.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — Good  quality  Curacao  sells  readily.  At  auction 
40  out  of  206  packages  offered  were  disposed  of  at  from  49s.  to 
51s  per  cwt.  for  nice  livery  aloes  in  gourds  ;  good  brown  in 
boxes  realised  from  22s  to  28s  ,  and  a  bid  of  13s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
for  a  considerable  quantity  of  dull  capey  mixed  is  to  be 
submitted.  Of  Cape  aloes  35  cases  were  offered  to-day  ;  15 
sold  at  steady  prices — viz  ,  22s.  to  22s.  6d.  for  good  bright 
hard,  19s.  to  18s.  6d  for  dullish  seconds.  Socotrme  aloes  of 
fine  quality  are  reported  in  good  demand  ;  10  kegs  brown 
treacly,  of  fair  flavour,  were  declared  sold  at  auction  at 
80s  per  cwt. 

Asafcetida — A  fair  business,  considering  the  extreme 
firmness  of  holders,  is  being  transacted.  For  common  brown 
stony  gum  45s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid  privately  this  week, 
while  for  really  fine  from  95s.  to  100s.  is  asked. 

Balsams — Copaiba  of  good  quality  is  very  scarce,  and 
advancing  in  price;  whatever  is  offering  finds  ready  buyers. 
Good  Haranham  sold  recently  at  Is  1H<Z.,  but  holders  now 
ask  2s  Id.  per  lb.,  and  at  that  figure  4  casks  of  good  quality 
were  bought  in  at  auction  to-day.  From  2s  to  2s.  Q^d  ,  how- 
ever, would  probably  still  be  accepted.  Peru  balsam  has 
been  reported  dearer  privately,  8s.  being  given  as  the  spot 
quotation  ;  but  at  auction  a  parcel  of  3  cases  unworked, 
of  direct  import,  was  pressed  for  sale,  but  could  find  no 
buyer ;  even  at  7s.  6d.  per  lb.  no  bids  were  made.  Another 
lot  was  bought  in  at  8s.  Two  casks  Canada  balsam  sold  very 
cheaply  at  Wd.  per  lb.,  subject  to  approval.  It  was  stated, 
however,  that  the  holder  is  not  likely  to  confirm  the  trans- 
ac  lion.  Some  American  shippers  are  offering  guaranteed 
pure  Tolu  balsam  at  lower  rates.  They  solicit  bids  at 
2s  8d.  per  lb.,  c  i.f.  terms.  At  auction,  however,  three  cases 
good  Tolu  sold  readily  at  3s.  2d.  per  lb. 

Belladonna  Fine  new  crop  Hungarian  root  is  now 

being  offered  at  38s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  London,  which  is  equal 
to  about  40s.  per  cwt.  delivered  here.  It  will  be  available  in 
two  or  three  weeks.  German  root  is  offering  at  the  same 
price. 

Benzoin. — Siam  gum  was  pretty  largely  represented  at 
to-day's  auctions,  45  cases  being  offered.  Seven  of  these 
changed  hands  at  fairly  satisfactory  prices,  pale  clean  and 
small  almonds  in  block,  11.  17s.  6d. ;  small  to  medium 
brownish  almonds,  partly  loose,  partly  blocky,  11Z.  5s  ,  clean 
pale  sittings  and  grain  in  block,  11.  12s.  6d. ;  common  grey 
dust  and  siftings  in  hard  block  was  bought  in  at  50s.  per 
cwt.,  and  small  to  bold  lco3e  pale  almonds  at  201.  Of 
Sumatra  gum,  235  packages  were  offered.  There  was  but 
little  demand,  and  27  cases  sold  at  rather  easier  prices  for 
medium  grades,  61.  10s.  being  accepted  for  fair  seconds, 
a'mondy  centres  grey  borders  ;  51. 15s.  to  61.  for  ditto  rather 
more  false-packed,  and  41s  for  very  common  old  fracture, 
false-packed,  block.  OE  Penang  gum,  84  packages  were 
shown  and  bonght  in,  and  193  boxes  Palembang  also  remained 
unsold. 

Buchu  — About  \d.  dearer.  Sixteen  bales  good  bright 
round  green  leaves  realised  3\d.  per  lb. 

Camphor  (Crude)  has  had  quite  a  "  boom  "  this  week, 
about  1,200  piculs  (mostly  Formosa)  being  reported  as  sold 
at  rising  prices,  closing  at  an  advance  of  about  15s.  per  cwt. 
on  the  highest  rates  of  la3t  week.  For  Formosa,  October- 
December  shipment,  from  112s.  6d.  to  122s  6d.  per  cwt., 
c.if  ,  has  been  paid,  and  125s.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f.,  for  shipment 
to  Hamburg.  The  last-Earned  figure  is  the  closiDg  quotation. 
The  business  is  believed  to  be  entirely  speculative,  and  due 
to  forced  purchases  on  the  part  of  dealers  who,  some  time 
ago,  sold  cheaply  for  shipment  without  having  covered 
themselves.  As  soon  as  their  requirements  are  tilled,  prices 
will  probably  show  a  downward  tendency  again.  Mean- 
while the  Syndicate-agents  are  willing  to  sell  Formosa 
camphor  on  the  spot  at  120s.  per  cwt.  At  to-day's  auctions 
a  case  of  good  gum  of  this  variety  were  offered,  and  bought 
in  at  120s.  per  cwt ,  a  bid  of  112s.  6d.  being  refused.  Some 
business  has  besn  reported  in  Japan  camphor,  at  130s.  per 
cwt ,  c  i.f.,  Ojtobsr-December  shipment,  bnt  there  has  been 
no  confirmation  of  this  transaction.  Oa  the  spot  130s  per 
c  it.  has  been  paid  for  a  fair  quantity.  At  the  close  th3 
position  is  rather  oncertain. 


Cardamoms. — The  market  now  presents  every  appearance 
of  an  impending  return  to  the  high  figures  of  former  years. 
The  drug  is  very  scarce,  and  at  auction  only  20  pack- 
ages were  offered.  Nine  of  these  sold  for  extreme  prices  ; 
4s.  6d.  per  lb.  is  asked  for  good  plump  pale  Mysore, 
which  only  a  couple  of  days  ago  changed  hands  at  much 
less.  For  medium  fair  yellow  3s.  6c/.  to  3s.  Id.  was  paid  ; 
small  to  medium  brownish  realised  3s.  2d. ;  and  partly  split 
brown  to  fair  from  2s.  lOd.  to  3s  2d.  per  lb.  These  prices 
show  an  advance  of  from  Id.  to  lOd.  per  lb.  on  the  last 
auction  rates.  Seed  sold  an  the  extreme  price  of  3s.  Wd.  per 
lb.,  and  is  offering  at  3s.  5d.  per  lb  ,  c.i  f.  terms.  A  bid  of 
2s  5d  per  lb,  ci.f,  for  fair  Aleppy  cardamoms  was 
wired  out  to  India  last  night.  American  buyers  have  tried 
hard  to  purchase  in  Ceylon  and  India,  but  apparently  in 
vain ;  and  it  is  said  that  there  is  nothing  on  the  way  from 
the  producing  country. 

Cascara  Sagrada  remains  plentiful,  150  bags  were 
offered  at  auction  but  no  sales  were  effected,  a  bid  of  15s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  being  rejected  for  rather  dark  small  mixed  bark, 
for  which  the  owners  want  16s.  For  fine  bark  of  1893-4 
crop,  from  21s.  to  22s.  per  cwt  .  c.i.f.  terms,  is  still  asked,  but 
new  crop  bark  in  quantities,  sailer  shipment,  offers  as  low  as 
13s.  6d.  to  14s.  6d  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Cascarilla. — Fifty  bales  were  offered  at  auction  to-day 
and  realised  very  good  prices — v  z  ,  25s  for  sound,  and  20s. 
for  damaged  small  brown  to  fair,  partly  greyish  pieces  and 
broken  quill. 

Civet. — Is  gradually  coming  down  in  price,  supplies  being; 
now  fairly  plentiful.  Good  to  fine  genuine  quality  offers  at 
from  30s.  to  35s.  per  oz. 

Cocaine. — The  combination  of  cocaine-makers  has  this 
week  reduced  the  price  of  cocaine  Hydroehhrate  by  9d.  per 
oz  ,  100  oz.  lots  being  now  quoted  at  12s.  10d.,  25  to  100  oz, 
lots  at  13s.,  and  smaller  qaaniitie3  at  13s.  3d  per  oz.,  delivery 
to  be  taken  within  three  months  from  contract.  One-ounce 
bottles  are  charged  3d.  per  oz.  extra.  This  alteration 
brings  back  the  quotations  to  those  which  ruled  before 
July  27  last. 

Colocynth  is  somewhat  easier.  O;  Turkish  apple  26 
packages  were  offered.  No  sales  were  made,  a  bid  of  2s. 
baing  refused  for  a  lot  of  good  pale,  partly  broken,  mixed, 
but  another  holder  would  take  2s.  <\d.  per  lb.  The  positi  on 
still  seems  a  pret.y  good  one,  but  supplies  are  less  concen- 
trated than  they  were.  Of  Spanish  colocynth  15  packages 
were  shown.  A  case  of  pulp  sold  at  5s.  per  lb.  while  ordi- 
nary to  good  apple  was  bought  in  at  from  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Cream  op  Tartar — Again  somewhat  easier.  Best  white 
French  crystals  offer  at  78s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Bordeaux.  On 
the  spot  the  quotation  for  best  white  crystals  Is  84s.  6d., 
while  powder  still  stands  from  87s.  to  88s. 

Croton  Seed. — To-day's  auction  included  six  bags  of  that 
article.  One  lot  realised  80s  per  cwt.,  which  is  3s.  above  the 
price  paid  at  the  last  auctions,  but  to-day's  parcel  was 
decidedly  brighter.    A  damaged  lot  sold  at  70s  per  cwt. 

Dragons'  Blood. — In  good  demand  ;  fine  qualities  sold 
to-day  at  an  advance  of  fully  10s.  psr  cwt.  Of  35  cases,  5 
found  buyers  at  10Z.  per  cwt.  for  fiae  bright  fiery  lump,  9L 
per  cwt.  for  good  ditto,  and  80s.  fjr  common  partly  broken 
bricky  saucers. 

Ergot  of  Rye. — An  arrival  of  30  case*  Spanish  ergot,, 
supposed  to  be  of  new  crop,  has  just  taken  place.  For  good 
quality  Russian  ergot  6^d  per  lb.  is  asked,  but  that  figure 
is  not  to  be  obtained  ac  present.  A  bag  of  ergo  5  from  the 
African  West  Coast  was  to  nave  been  off ared  at  auction  to- 
day, but  the  parcel  was  not  ready  in  time. 

Galls  (Chinese). — At  the  end  of  last  week  a  consider- 
able quantity  sold  at  prices  up  to  65s.  per  cwt.  spot,  bat 
higher  rates  are  now  asked. 

Gentian. — A  small  lot  of  10  bales,  which  was  imported 
this  week  from  France,  comes  to  a  very  bare  market.  On 
the  spot  23s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid,  and  from  21s.  to  25s.  is 
now  asked  for  good  sound  rcot.  From  Germany  gentian 
offers  at  21s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f.  London. 

Glycerine. — A  firm  market.  The  German  makers  ask 
from  75s.  to  77s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  diuble-distillei  pure,  sp. 
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gr.  1-260  In  second- hand,  however,  it  would  still  be  pos- 
sible to  buy  at  72s.  per  cwt.  The  manufacturers  all  report 
that  they  are  extremely  bu9y,  and  require  from  two  to  foar 
weeks  to  execute  contract  orders.  Some  makers,  in  fact, 
cannot  deliver  until  December.  It  is  said  that  the  increase 
in  consumption  of  chemically-pnre  glycerine  during  the  last 
eighteen  months  has  been  greater  than  at  any  similar  previous 
period,  and  has  astonished  even  those  who  have  baen  in  the 
trade  for  many  years. 

Guaiacum — Eleven  packages  were  offered  to-day  and  8  of 
these  sold  at  fair  prices — viz  ,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  Hd.  per  lb.  (sub- 
ject) for  fair  blocky  almondy,  and  from  3d  to  4d.  per  lb.  for 
very  common  drossy  quality,  all  of  direct  import.  A  parcel 
of  fair  glassy  block  from  New  York  was  bought  in. 

Honey. — New  season's  Jamaican  honey  was  represented 
at  to  day's  auctions  by  several  parcels  of  nice  quality,  part 
of  which  sold  readily  at  full  rates  for  fine,  but  rather  easier 
prices  for  medium,  quality.  Of  89  barrels,  41  found  buyers 
— fine  liquid  clean  amber  at  28s  .  fair  to  good  brown  at  21s. 
to  25j.,  thick- set  greyish-brown  23s.  per  cwt.  For  a  very 
fine  lot  29s  per  cwt.  is  asked.  Nineteen  casks  fair  candied 
yellow  Italian  honey  sold  cheaply  at  19s.  to  22s.  6d. 
j.er  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — We  have  to  report  an  arrival  of  60  bales 
Brazilian  root.  At  auction  48  packages  of  Brazilian  root 
were  offered,  of  which  12  sold  at  a  slight  reduction  on 
common  grades,  while  good  qualities  are  firmly  held ;  good 
to  plump  annulated  sound,  realising  from  5s.  IQd.  to  6s. 
cer  lb. ;  good  slightly  damaged,  5s  IQd. ;  medium  damaged, 
5s.  Id  to  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  Colombian  root,  of  which  23  bags 
were  shown,  is  about  2d.  per  lb  easier,  from  3s.  IQd.  to 
4s  2d  per  lb.  beiDg  accepted  for  five  bags  fair  but  damaged 
quality. 

Jalap  — Holders  of  fair  Vera  Cruz  jalap  in  London  hold 
cut  for  Id.  per  lb.,  and  report  sales  (after  the  auctions)  of  a 
few  lots  at  that  price.  But  withal  they  find  it  difficult  to 
make  headway.  At  the  sales  23  bales  were  bought  in  at  3d. 
per  lb. 

Kino. — Holders  of  good  Cochin  kino  report  a  steady  trade 
and  say  that  for  j  to  |  cwt.  lots  they  are  readily  able  to 
obtain  12s.  per  lb.  At  auction  a  case  of  bright  red  astringent 
gum  was  offered  and  bought  in  at  8s.  par  lb.  No  one 
answered  when  the  broker  suggested  3s  per  lb. 

Menthol. — Easier.  At  auction  5  cases  were  offered. 
Cocking' s  brand  was  bought  in  at  15s.  per  lb.,  which  is  quite 
a  nominal  figure,  while  for  good  native  8s.  was  mentioned 
as  the  price.  It  is  possible,  however,  to  buy  privately  at 
7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  business  is-  reported  for  shipment  at 
6s  9d.  for  November- December  steamer. 

Musk  is  still  held  for  high  prices  in  China,  but  in  this 
market  it  is  difficult  to  make  headway.  Of  Tonquin  pods, 
6  caddies  first-pile,  old-fashioned,  small  to  bold  thick  skin, 
were  bought  in — 52s.  per  oz.  is  asked  for  these.  Of  7  caddies 
third-pile,  one,  thick  skin,  small  to  bold,  partly  damp,  sold  at 
37*.  Qd.  per  oz. 

Myrrh  remains  cheap,  and  difficult  of  sale.  There  is  a 
plentiful  supply,  102  packages  beiDg  shown  at  auction  to- 
day. Only  8  found  buyers,  at  82s.  Qd.  to  85s.  per  cwt.  for 
good  native  picked,  and  39s.  for  clean,  but  dusty  siftings. 
Ordinary  sifting  sold  at  29s.,  and  dull  dusty  chips  (without 
reserve)  at  20s.  per  cwt.  For  a  lot  of  fine  pale  picked  51. 10s. 
is  asked. 

Oil  (Castor). — The  current  quotation  for  Mitchell's  pure 
London  cold-drawn  oil  is  now  3>d.,  and  for  first  pressings 
2%d.  per  lb.  Both  mark  an  advance  of  £d.  per  lb.  upon  the 
prices  last  given  by  us.  About  \d.  dearer  for  Eati  Indian., 
first  pressings  being  now  held  for  3hd. ;  good  seconds  for 
Z\d.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cod  liver) — Very  firmly  held,  but  with  little  busi- 
ness. In  London  fine  non-congealing  Lofoten  is  held  for 
170s  to  180s  per  barrel  on  the  spot,  according  to  holder.  At 
auction  5  casks  of  good  Newfound'and  oil  were  shown;  the 
limit  is  5s  Qd  per  gallon.  For  20  casks  Norwegian  oil  from 
Sharp's  Wharf,  of  good  appearance,  180s  per  barrel  is  asked. 

Oils  (Essmntial). — American  oil  of  peppermint  is  again 
a  trifle  easier,  and  it  is  probable  that  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  would 
again  be  accepted,  although  the  nominal  quotation,  from 


most  manufacturers  is  still  7s.  9d.  per  lb.  The  excitement  in 
the  Star  anise  oil  market  has  somewhat  subsided,  but  prices 
are  well  maintained  There  are  sellers  at  9s  3d.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot,  but  at  auction  a  bid  of  9s  per  lb.  was  solicited  for 
2  cases,  without  response.  For  shipment  the  quotations  are 
extremely  high — viz,  7s.  Qhd.  per  lb.,  c.if.,  for  October- 
December.  October  shipment  can  be  bought  at  7s.  6d. 
per  lb.,  c i  f.  terms,  and  secondhand-holders  offer  "near  at 
hand  "  at  8s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Of  Cassia  oil  10  cases  were  shown 
at  auction,  and  bought  in — 50  to  55  per  cent,  at  7s.  Qd., 
45  'o  50  per  cent,  at  7s.  per  lb.  Fine  grades  are  scarce,  and 
for  70  to  75  per  cent,  oil  as  much  as  9s.  per  lb.  is  wanted. 
Other  grades  are  unchanged,  and  there  are  practically  no 
reasonable  shipment- quotations  from  China.  Twelve  cases 
of  Winter's  Citronella  oil  were  bought  in  lo-day  at  2\d.  per 
oz.  The  market  is  lirm.  Bids  of  11a!.  per  lb ,  c.i.f.  terms, 
for  tins  are  said  to  have  been  refused,  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
being  asked.  It  is  doubtful  whether  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  would 
still  be  accepted  on  the  spot.  Three  cases  "  Cinnamon 
oil"  were  bought  in  to-day  at  Is.  per  oz.,  a  bid  of 
b\d.  per  oz.  being  refnsed.  Five  cases  "  Rhis- 
donia  "  Globulus  Euclayptus  oil  (from  Tasmania)  are  held 
for  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  It  has  been  pointed  out  to  us  that 
the  parcel  sold  at  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  at  the  auctions 
on  October  15  was  not  "  Rhisdonia  "  oil,  for  which  the  quo- 
tation has  all  along  been  Is  9d.  per  lb.  Twelve  cases  50  per 
cent.  Globulus  oil' (Platypus)  were  bought  in  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb. 
For  a  case  of  Java  Kananga  oil  IQd  per  oz  is  required. 
Italian  Essence  of  lemon  unaltered.  Lemongrass  oil  steadier, 
at  \%d.  per  oz  ,  c.i.f.  terms.  Six  cases  distilled  W.I.  Lime  oil, 
new  arrivals,  were  bought  in  to-dav  at  4s  to  4s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
For  hand-pressed  oil  5s.  Qd  per  lb.  is  still  asked.  Five 
cases  dementholised  Japanese  Peppermint  oil  sold  to-day  at 
3s  Qd.  per  lb.  For  shipment,  3s.  l\d.  to  3s  3d.  c  i  f.  November- 
December  is  quoted.  Forty  per  cent,  oil  is  out  of  proportion 
high  on  the  spot,  5s.  per  lb.  being  asked  Bombay  Rose  oil 
is  held  for  Z'\d.  per  cz.  "Settlings"  sold  at  l^d.  per  oz. 
One  of  the  agents  for  Bulgarian  Otto  of  rose  has  reduced  his 
quotations  to  24s.  per  T.  oz.  for  first,  and  22s  for  second 
quality.  Fair  Ylang-ylang  was  offered  to-day  at  4s.  Qd.  per  cz 

Opium. — -The  feeling  in  the  London  market  shows  a 
decided  improvement  since  last  week,  although  Druggists' 
varieties  of  Turkish  opium  remain  very  quiet.  A  fair  busi- 
ness has  taken  place  in  Soft  shipping  at  from  10s.  Qd.  to 
lis.  Qd.  for  ordinary  to  fair  quality  ;  fine  is  now  held  for 
13s.  Qd.  per  lb.  The  quotation  for  good  to  fine  Smyrna 
opium  runs  from  9s.  to  9s.  9d  ;  and  for  secand  Druggists' 
from  8s  3d.  to  8s.  9d.  per  lb.  Some  business  is  also  reported 
in  Persian  opium  of  medium  quality  at  very  steady  prices— 
viz  ,  9s.  Qd.  to  10s.  per  lb  ;  for  fine  grades  from  10s.  Qd.  to 
lis.  Qd. ;  and  for  common  from  8s.  to  9s.  per  lb.  is  quoted. 
It  is  said  that  in  soma  instances  prices  have  been  obtained 
which  could  not  be  made  a  few  days  ago. 

Orris  — Italian  root  is  very  firmly  held.  At  auction  five 
bags  of  good  pale  Florentine  were  bought  in  at  80s.  per  cwt. : 
for  four  serons  fair  bright  Mogador,  tne  high  price  of  46s. 
per  cwt.  (subject)  was  paid.  Aden  orris  is  in  very  heavy 
supply  and  almost  unsaleable.  153  bales  were  bought  in, 
common  kinds  at  10s.  per  cwt.  while  for  fair  brown  20s.  is 
asked. 

Pilocarpine. — One  of  the  German  manufacturers  has 
reduced  his  price  by  20s.  per  oz. — viz  ,  to  65s.  for  quantities. 
This  has  been  done  in  order  to  meet  French  competition. 

Quinine  The  combined  manufacturers  made  another 

move  on  Wednesday  by  reducing  their  quotations  lid.  per 
oz.  for  English  and  2d.  per  cz  for  German  brands  the  prices 
are  now:  Howards  S>  Sons,  in  tics,  Wd.  to  lid. ;  in  1-oz. 
vials,  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  Whiff  en's,  in  tins  from  IQd.  to  IQhd. 
per  oz. ;  in  1-oz.  vials,  llhd.  per  oz.  All  the  German  brands 
in  100-cz.  tins  are  quoted  at  9hd. ;  in  25  cz  at  9\d.  per  oz. 
for  1,000-oz  lots.  The  falling  clause  remains  in  force. 
The  price  of  Pelleteer's  quinine  had  not  been  reduced  ( ac- 
cording to  the  Agent)  up  to  mid-day  on  Thursday.  This 
brand  is  held  at  Is  H\d.  per  cz.  in  1-oz  vials,  but  can  be  had 
second-hand  at  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  The  Imperial  brand  also  has 
not  followed  the  reduction.  The  last  sales  reported  were  at 
10|d.  per  cz.  for  bulk.  There  is  practically  no  quotation  for 
secend  hand  German  bulk  to-day,  but  it  is  hardly  likely  that 
[  the  price  will  be  immediately  reduced  in  the  same  p-oportion 
as  tbat  of  the  manufacturers. 
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Rhubabb.— Of  the  78  cases  offered  to  day  15  Hold  at  fairly 
steadyprices.  bhensi,  fine  medium  to  bold,  flat.bright  coat  and 
gocd  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  2s.  9d.  per  lb. ;  for  smaller  root 
2s.  2d.  was  refused.  Canton  realised  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for  medium 
to  bold  fair  coat,  even^fracture,  and  9d.  per  lb.  for  rough  round 
pickings.  For  slight'y  wormy  medium  flat  Sigh- dried  fair 
coat  and  fracture,  lOd.  per  lb.  was  accepted. 

Saffbon. — Must  again  be  quoted  about  Is.  6d.  higher  on 
the  week.  There  is  not  much  actual  business  doing,  as  the 
Spanish  houses  do  not  seem  at  all  anxious  to  sell.  Tbey  ask 
from  39s.  6d.  up  to  41s.  per  lb.  for  finest  Valencia.  French 
merchants  and  growers,  however,  are  underquoting  these 
figures,  their  price  being  from  38s.  6d.  to  39s.  per  lb. 

Sabsapabilla.- — Genuine  grey  Jamaican  root  is  in  rather 
better  supply,  35  bales  being  offered  at  to-day's  auctions. 
The  whole  of  this  sold,  with  good  competition,  at  a  reduc- 
tion of  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb.,  sound  root  realising  Is.  9d., 
damaged  from  Is.  8d.  to  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  Damaged  native 
Jamaican  of  fair  colour  brought  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Honduras 
root  is  also  Id.  easier;  gocd  quality  was  bought  in  at  from 
Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Qd.  For  9  serons  damaged  a  bid  of  lQd. 
per  lb.  is  to  be  submitted.  Lima  Jamaican  steady  ;  6  bales 
chumpy  and  damaged  sold  at  Is.  2d.,  and  for  sound  root 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.  is  still  asked,  lower  bids  being  declined. 

Seeds  (Vabious). — A  good  quantity  of  Russian  anise, 
fair  unsifted  quality,  has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  18s.  per 
cwt.  To  arrive  November-December  shipment  this  quality 
offers  at  14*.  per  cwt.,  ci.f.,  gross  delivery  weight.  For 
good  Spanish  anise  28s.  per  cwt.  is  asked,  while  Italian  is 
quoted  at  22s.  Canary-seed  quiet,  but  steady,  at  the 
recently-reduced  quotations,  Turkish  being  now  held  for 
29s.,  Moroccan  at  from  32».  to  24s.,  ordinary  to  fair  Spanish 
at  from  40s.  to  50s ,  and  fine  Spanish  at  65s.  per  quarter. 
A  fair  business  is  reported  is  Caraway-seed  at  22s.  per  cwt. 
for  good  Dutch  on  the  spot,  of  which  there  is  not  very  much 
offering.  Maltese  cumin  continues  to  change  hands  at  from 
31s.  to  32s  per  cwt.  for  ordinary,  and  from  34s.  to  36s.  for 
fine  to  fair.  Moroccan  seed  has  sold  on  the  spot  at  24s. 
per  cwt.  Coriander  in  good  demand  at  the  present  low 
quotations.  Moroccan  seed  has  already  advanced  from  its 
recent  lowest  point  of  6s.  6d.  to  8*.  per  cwt.  About  15  tons 
sold  in  the  course  of  last  week  at  7s.  6d.  per  cwt.  For  good 
English  coriander  from  20s.  to  22s.  per  cwt.  is  asked.  Fenu- 
greek seed  is  getting  very  scarce.  The  available  supply  of 
Indian  seed  is  small,  from  8s.  6d.  to  9s.  per  cwt.  beiDg  the 
price.  In  Moroccan  seed  a  good  business  has  been  dene  at 
8s.  Gd.  up  to  lCs  per  cwt.,  about  5  tons  having  changed 
hands  at  the  last-named  figure.  Today's  quotation  is 
10s.  6d.  per  cwt.  At  auction  to-day  a  parcel  of  dusty  Anise 
told  without  reserve  at  14s.  6d.  Seventeen  bags  good 
Annatto  fiom  Madras  were  bought  in  at  4<2  Sixteen  bags 
Cumin-seed  sold  at  28s  for  ordinary  Malta  without  reserve, 
and  23s.  for  Tripoli.  Fennel  seed  is  held  for  higher  prices, 
Fast  Indian  being  bought  in  at  17s.  6d. ;  German,  at  17s. 
Two  bags  Cape  quince  seeds  were  bought  in  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb., 
and  a  bag  of  brown  Strophanthus  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Senna. — The  heavy  supply  of  734  packages  linnevelly 
leaves  was  well  competed  for,  and  practically  the  whole 
of  it  sold  at  from  lull  to  higher  prices.  Good  to  fine 
medium  to  bold  green  leaves  realised  Hd.  to  6d. ;  medium  to 
bold  gieenish,  3^d.  to  3%d. ;  medium,  partly  yellowish  to  fair, 
2\d.  to  3d. ;  ordinary  dull  specky  medium  to  small,  from  Id. 
up  to  2d.  per  lb.  Fine  picked  Alexandrian  leaves  were 
bought  in  at  from  Is.  to  Is.  2d. ;  good  to  fine  pods  at  5\d.  to 
9d.  per  lb. 

Sot. — A  parcel  of  100  casks  gocd  thick  Chinese  sold  to- 
day at  a  fresh  reduction  'of  fd.  per  gallon,  9{d.  being  the 
price  accepted  for  it.  For  another  45-cask  parcel  lOd. 
per  lb.  is  the  limit. 

Tubmeeic  is  dearer.  The  supplies  are  said  to  be  com- 
paratively small  now,  and,  on  account  of  the  drought  in 
certain  portions  of  India  (which  is  affecting  the  price  of  many 
products  of  that  country),  higher  rates  are  quoted.  Good 
Madras  finger  has  been  sold  this  week  up  to  13s.  per  cwt. 
The  business  transacted  during  recently  is  said  to  amount 
to  close  upon  2,000  bags  ;  Bengal  has  realised  7s.  6d.  to 
7s.  7\d.  per  cwt.,  and  there  are  no  sellers  now  at  7s.  9d.  per 
cwt.    For  Cochin  finger  9s.  per  cwt.  has  been  paid. 

Vabiotjs  Dbugs. — Asphaltum  of  good  quality  is  scarce. 


At  auction  63  cases  Syrian  were  bought  in  at  from  20s.  to 
32s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Eighty- three  packages  Cannabis  indica 
were  offered  to-day.  Eighteen  of  these  sold  without  reserve 
at  the  low  price  of  2f  <Z  per  lb.  for  fair  greenish,  not  stalky, 
but  rather  dusty.  Fair  froth  West  Indian  Cassia  fistula  was 
bought  in  at  17s.  to  18s.  per  cwt.,  ordinary  wormy  at  8s.  per 
cwt.  Thirteen  bags  Chicle  gum,  direci  import,  were  bought 
in  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  For  5  bales  fair  Chiretta  no  bid  could 
be  obtained  at  2\d.  per  lb.  Coca-leaves  neglected.  Good 
Huanoco  leaves  offer  from  New  York  at  \§\d ,  nice  green 
Truxillo  at  7\d.  per  lb.,  ci.f.  terms.  Ten  serons  damaged 
Coto  bark,  of  1892  import,  sold  to- day  at  Id.  per  lb.  Cubebs 
in  plentiful  supply,  and  quite  cheap.  At  auction  to-day  6 
packages  fair  berries,  with  little  stalk,  sold  without  reserve 
at  22s.  per  cwt.  Orange-peel  in  large  supply,  and  lower,  5d.  per 
lb.  being  accepted  for  fair,  thin  Malta  strips,  and  4<2.  per  lb. 
for  West  Indian.  Scammony-root  more  plentiful,  and  tending 
lower.  About  171  bags  were  bought  in  to-day  at  30s.  to  40s. 
per  cwt.  For  Stavesacre  seed  (4  bags)  50s.  per  cwt.  is 
required.  One  cask  of  black  Toncn  beans  sold  without  reserve, 
at  the  good  price  of  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Wax  (Bees'). — Jamaican  wax,  although  in  good  supply 
(76  packages),  sold  readily  at  an  advance  of  5s.  per  cwt., 
81.  10s.  being  paid  for  fine  pale  yellow,  81.  to  81.  It.  6d.  for 
brown  to  fair  red  mixed,  and  71.  15s.  for  ordinary.  Seven 
packages  orange-coloured  Portuguese  beeswax,  certified 
genuine  by  an  analyst,  only  realised  51.  7s.  6d.,  subject  to 
approval. 

Wax  (Japan). — On  the  spot  52s.  per  cwt.  is  asked  for 
good  pale,  and  some  business  for  shipment  to  the  Continent 
is  reported  at  43s  ,  ci.f.  terms. 


The  Market  in  Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  heavy- chemical  market  remains  moderately  steady, 
with  a  fairly  good  volume  of  business  which  places  it 
beyond  doubt  that  the  reduction  in  the  output  which  has 
taken  place  generally  both  in  England  and  Scotland  will 
have  a  tendency  to  maintain  prices  at  their  present  figures. 
Reports  for  the  Tyne  and  the  Clyde  are  only  moderately 
good.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  has  had  another  drop,  and  pre- 
sent nominal  quotations  are: — Leith,  61.  17s.  6d.  to  71. ; 
Hull,  71.  2s.  6d.  to  71.  3s.  9d. ;  London,  71.  5s. ;  Beckton 
terms,  71.  to  71.  2s.  6d. ;  Beckton,  January-June,  71.  10s. 
Fiom  Leith  last  week  only  355  tons  were  exported.  Benzols, 
are  very  quiet  for  prompt  shipment  and  little  is  also  being 
('one  in  forward  business.  Quotations  are  slightly  lower  — 
90-per  cent.,  prompt,  4s.  4|d. ;  November- December  delivery, 
4s.  \\d. ;  January-June,  3s.  10\d,  ;  50-per-cent.,  prompt, 
3s.  \%d.  ;  November- December  delivery,  3s. ;  January- June, 
2s.  10id.  Recovered  sulphur  remains  scarce,  and  quotations 
are  now  t\l.  15s.  to  5/.  Caustic  soda  dull,  as  is  also 
Bleaching-powder  for  prompt ;  for  forward  delivery,  however, 
the  latter  is  fairly  firm.  Aniline  oil  and  salt  firm,  the  former 
being  now  Wd.  to  Is.,  and  the  latter  10^.  to  Wd.  per  lb. 
Pitch  is  at  present  very  low,  but  a  rise  is  shortly  anticipated. 
Anthracene  firm,  but  quiet.  All  Barium  compounds  are  in 
increased  demand.  Highest  strengths  mineral  Carbonate  of 
barytes  scarce.  The  Chloride  and  Nitrate  are  moving  briskly. 
The  Hydrate  and  Sulphide  have  attained  a  much  firmer  tone. 
Sulphate  of  copper  steady.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda 
dull.  Yellow  prvssiate  of  potash  steady.  Demand  for  Green 
copperas  remains  brisk.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  in  better 
request,  whilst  the  Sulphite  and  Bisulphite  also  move  briskly. 
Sal  ammoniac  in  fair  demand,  as  are  also  lead  compounds. 
Bichromates  of  potash  and  soda  firm.  Sulphocyanides  are 
quiet,  but  unchanged  in  values.    Saltcalie  firmly  held. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 
Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  Ostober  28,  says 
that  there  has  been  considerable  movement  in  Castor  oil 
during  the  week ;  2\d.  is  now  the  price  for  good  seconds 
Calcutta,  first  pressure  French  and  Madras  good  seconds ; 
3d.  to  3^d.  for  second  pressure  French.  For  forward  delivery 
practically  nothing  is  offering,  and  there  is  every  indication 
that  higher  prices  will  yet  rule  for  this  article.  A  further 
ai rival  of  Scammony  root  offers  at  auction — holders' ideas  ara 
27s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  Gum  acacia,  Soudan  soits,  are  moving  off 
in  rather  retail  quantities  without  change  in  prices.  Medium, 
quality,  chiefly  hard,  selling  at  67s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Other 
qualities  are  slow  of  sale,  but  the  variety  is  limited  and  does 
not  attract  buyers. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  'accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


"  Keliable,"  and  Some  other  Words. 

Sib, — I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to  thank  your  corre- 
spondent "  Lincolne,  Sen."  for  having  found  a  Dew  derivation 
and  an  intelligible  meaning  for  "  reliable."  I  would  point 
out,  however,  that  the  only  persons  who  can  be  "bound  or 
otherwise  constrained  "  are  lunatics  or  criminals.  Hence,  a 
"  reliable  "  servant  would  be  one  who  was  either  accused  or 
convicted  of  having  stolen  his  master's  goods,  or  who  was 
unable,  by  reason  of  insanity,  to  transact  his  master's  busi- 
ness. If  "  Lincolne,  Sen."  continues  to  use  the  word,  and 
uses  it  in  this  sense,  I  think  he  will  sometimes  find  it  con- 
venient to  append  an  explanatory  footnote,  and  it  will 
certainly  be  highly  interesting  if  he  will  trace  out  the  steps 
by  which  it  has  come  to  be  employed,  in  the  language  which 
I  may  call  "  penny-a-linese,"  as  an  equivalent  for  "trust- 
worthy." 

Let  us  take  another  aspect  of  the  case  by  assuming,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  that  there  is  such  a  word  as  "  reliable," 
and  that,  instead  of  meaning  the  noDsense  "  that  can  be 
relied,"  it  means  "that  can  be  relied  upon."  This  is  worse 
nonsense  than  the  other.  It  conveys  absolutely  no  idea. 
Anything  can  be  relied  upon,  however  unworthy  of  reliance, 
because  reliance  is  a  mental  act,  dependent  entirely  upon 
the  condition  of  the  person  who  relies,  and  wholly  indepen- 
dent of  the  qualities  of  the  object  on  which  it  is  exercised. 
Every  falsehood  and  every  folly  which  has  ever  had  a  single 
adherent  bas  in  this  sense  been  "  reliable,"  because  it  not 
only  "could  be,"  but  actually  "has  been,"  lelied  upon  by 
somebody.  — — 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Harley  Street,  R.  Bkudenell  Cabtbb. 

October  26. 


Sik, — Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  complains  that  I  quoted  from 
a  rough  draft  of  his  speech.  I  quoted  from  the  only  report 
to  which  I  had  access — namely,  the  one  in  jour  columns. 

I  am  aware  that  "  to  account,"  "  to  laugh,"  and  "to  avail  " 
are  active  verbs,  as  well  as  neuter  ones,  but  I  not  aware  that 
the  adjectives  I  named  are  formed  from  the  active  verbs. 
Neither  was  Webster  aware  of  it,  for  he  says  (though  I  did 
not  know  it  when  I  wrote)  that  they  are  formed  from  the 
neuter  verbs.  He  puts  the  case  so  much  more  cogently  than 
I  can  do  that  you  will  perhaps  allow  me  to  quote  his  words. 
He  says,  then,  under  "  Reliable  " : — "  To  the  use  of  this  word, 
which  is  of  recent  introduction  into  the  larguage,  many 
take  exception,  maintaining  that  it  is  unnecessary  and 
irregular  in  formation.  It  is,  however,  a  most  convenient 
substitute  for  the  phrase  'to  be  relied  upon,'  and  a  useful 
synonjm  for  '  trustworthy,' which  is  by  preference  applied  to 
persons,  as  'reliable'  is  to  things,  such  as  an  account, 
statement,  or  the  like.  The  assertion  that  adjectives  derived 
from  neuter  verbs  do  not  admit  of  a  passive  sense  cannot  be 
maintained,  for  it  is  refuted  by  the  occurrence,  in  good 
usage,  of  such  woids  as  '  langbable,'  worthy  of  being 
laughed  at,  from  the  neuter  verb  'to  laugh';  'available,' 
fit  or  able  to  be  availed  of,  from  the  neuter  verb  '  to  avail ' ; 
'dispensable,'  capable  of  beirg  dispensed  'with';  and 
'indispensable,'  the  same  word  with  the  negative  prefix 
'  in,'  from  the  neuter  verb  '  to  dispense.'  Pope  uses 
'dependable'  in  precisely  the  same  sense  as  this  word,  and 
'  unaccountable '  is  a  word  equally  irregular.  Other  ex- 
amples might  be  added.  The  derivatives  from  intransitive 
verbs,  as  '  perishable,'  &c,  and  the  formatives  from  nouns, 


as  '  objectionable,'  '  exceptionable,'  '  marriageable,'  may 
also  be  referred  to  as  showing  the  absence  of  strict  regu- 
larity in  the  use  of  the  suffix  in  English." 

If  this  is  not  enough  for  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter,  I  may 
refer  him  to  Mr.  Fitzedward  Hall's  tract  of  nearly  300  pages, 
"  On  English  Adjectives  in  '  able,'  with  special  reference  to 
Reliable,"  in  which  the  word  is  indisputably  vindicated;  or 
to  the  letters  of  Edward  Fitzgerald,  where  he  will  find  it 
defended  by  a  writer  as  punctilious  as  Mr.  Locker- Lampson, 
or  more  so. 

Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  asks  whether  I  think  such  phrases  as 
"  the  whole  hog  "  add  force  to  language.    Certainly  I  do,  or 
I  should  not  have  used  it,  even  for  the  pleasure  of  "  drawing 
Mr.  Brudenell  Carter. 

The  other  letters  on  this  subject  in  your  issue  of  Saturday 
last  scarcely  call  for  notice.  I  would  recommend  "  Lincolne, 
Sen."  to  send  his  derivation  of  "rely"  to  Dr.  Murray. 
"Liber"  is  sufficiently  answered  by  the  quotation  I  have- 
given  from  Webster. 

May  I  say,  in  conclusion,  that,  singular  as  it  will  seem  to 
your  correspondents,  I  have  amongst  my  friends  the  reputa^ 
tion  of  a  somewhat  pedantic  stickler  for  purity  of  speech. 

I  am,  &c, 

Epworth,  October  24.  C.  C.  Bell. 


Sir — Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  deserves  the  thanks  of  all 
chemists  for  drawing  attention  to  the  use — becoming 
habitual — of  slipshod,  bastard,  awkward,  and  incorrecfe 
English.  If  his  remarks  induce  the  average  chemist  (who 
is  greatly  in  need  of  it,  to  judge  by  the  average  chemist's 
circular)  to  study  Ogilvie's  dictionary  for  half  an  hour  daily, 
his  address  will  not  have  been  in  vain. 

In  his  letter  to  you,  however,  I  think  that  he  has  erred  in 
cne  place.  He  stigmatises  the  phrase  "  go  the  whole  hog" 
as  "  charwoman's  phraseology." 

Now,  in  this  phrase  the  word  "  hog  "  is  derived  from  the- 
Saxcn  lioga,  care,  anxiety,  or  trouble  ;  and  in  this  sense  it  is 
used  in  the  expression,  which  dates  from  very  early  times 
and  is  pure  English.  In  north- country  dialect  a  young 
weiher  sheep  is  termed  a  "hog."  on  account  of  the  care  re- 
quired in  bringing  it  up  when  young. 

The  meaning  of  the  phrase  is,  He  took  the  business  to 
heart— he  gave  it  all  the  attention  of  his  mind. 

It  is  also  derived,  by  some,  from  the  Low  Dutch  (at  one- 
time identical  with  the  Low  Saxon),  "  Hij  wendt  de  hold 
hogh' — Iwfjh  having  the  meaning  of  mind  or  sense,  roenden 
meaning  to  turn  to. 

Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  said  :  "  Mr.  Francis  Bacon — a  whole  hog 
man,  sir— said,  as  to  the  prerogatives  Royal,  he  never  ques  - 
tioned them,  &c." — Mr.  Clayton  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 

As  showing  the  need  of  Mr.  Carter's  strictures,  I  may 
mention  that  I  have  twice  recently  received  from  a  London 
chemist  an  order  headed  "Please  oblidge"  (sic.').  Truly, 
the  harvest  (of  ignorance)  is  plenteous. 

Yours  obediently, 

Fulham,  October  27.    Wm.  Luther  Longstafp,  A.P  S. 


Sib, — We  are  indebted  to  you  and  your  correspondents 
for  having  elicited  from  Mr.  Brudenell  Carter  a  further 
instalment  of  his  eloquent  and  vigorous  pleading  for  the 
preservation  of  the  purity  of  our  mother  tongue.  Not  con- 
tent with  an  already  long  list  of  offenders,  he  now  includes 
another  class  of  culprits  in  his  grave  indictment.  To 
parsons,  schoolmasters,  surgeors,  nurses,  and  newspapers, 
he  now  adds  politicians,  of  whom  not  the  least  guilty  in  his 
ejesisthe  venerable  Mr.  Gladstone,  for  no  word  of  whose- 
unquenchable  eloquence  will  Mr.  Carter  allow  the  possibility 
of  lasting  remembrance. 

In  jour  justly  appreciative  but  discerning  articleyou  have- 
already  defer  ded  some  of  the  expressions  condemned  by 
Mr.  Carter.  Your  correspondents  have  put  in  a  plea  for 
others.  May  not  a  word  also  be  said  in  defence  of  "ad- 
vancing higher"  when  used  in  the  metaphorical  language  so 
common  to  the  pulpit? 

In  Mr.  Carter's  onslaught  on  current  slang  he  quotes- 
Mr.  Bellows  as  remarking  that  the  stupid  modern  use  of  the 
word  "  awful "  among  the  vulgar  rich  is  equivalent  to  the 
use  of  the  gory  expletive  among  the  vulgar  poor,  the  said 
epithet  being  a  contraction  of  the  mediseval  oath  "  By  our 
Lady."   Bui  Mr.  Carter,  with  his  commendable  desire  for 
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accuracy,  should  be  aware  that  this  etymology  is  entirely 
without  warrant.  It  is  simply  one  of  those  wild  "  guesses  " 
that  so  vex  the  righteous  soul  of  Professor  Skeat,  and  that 
do  not  stand  a  moment's  investigation.  An  instance, 
indeed,  of  that  muddle-headedness  which  Mr.  Carter  so 
much  deplores.  By  the  way,  is  this  expressive  word 
"muddle-headedness"  strictly  allowable  on  Mr.  Carter's 
canons  ?  Yours  truly, 

Brighton.  '  C.  S.  Ashton. 


Sib, — Although  not.  strictly  a  pharmaceutical  subject, 
it  has  been  pleasant  to  read  the  correspondence  on 
words  which  you  have  published.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
"  reliable "  is  to  go,  especially  as  we  have  such  a  good 
English  word  as  "  trustworthy "  to  use  in  its  place.  Is  it 
not,  too,  a  little  silly  that  a  Minor  man  must  call  himself  in 
English  a  "  chemist  and  draggist,"  while  his  Major  friend 
works  hard  and  spends  money  so  that  he  may  call  himself 
the  same,  only  in  mutilated  Greek  1  Why  not,  as  the  French 
do,  call  him  a  first-class  chemist  1  There  are  other  words 
which  want  a  little  thought.  Why.  for  instance,  should  we 
speak  of  things  "  manufactured "  as  distinguished  from 
"  hand-made  "  ?  And  does  it  not  call  forth  a  smile  to  think 
of  stones  giving  way  when  we  hear  of  the  shady  gentleman's 
"  delapidated "  head-coveiing  ?  Many  chemists  no  doubt 
write  "  Yours  sincerely  "  without  thinking  that  their  Roman 
forefathers  (in  the  drug-trade)  used  to  put  up  a  showcard, 
"  Mel  sine  cera."  Yours  very  truly, 

October  24.  E.  W.  R.  (208/19.) 


Protected  Proprietary  Articles. 

Sib, — For  many  years  I  have  held  to  the  opinion  that 
there  would  come  a  time  when  proprietors  must  take 
seriously  into  their  consideration  the  question  of  fixing  the 
retail  prices  lor  their  articles,  and  to  endeavour,  so  far  as 
possible,  to  prevent  any  material  differences  from  the  prices 
fixed.  In  their  own  interests  I  have  regarded  this  as 
essential,  because  I  believe  that  a  greater  loss  results  to  the 
manufacturer  through  the  almost  universal  practice  of 
cutting  than  accrues  to  the  individual  retailer. 

Influenced  no  doubt  by  the  powerful  arguments  which 
the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  have  been  able 
to  bring  to  bear  upon  them,  and  chiefly  perhaps  on  account 
of  the  formation  of  such  an  association,  we  are  now  face  to 
face  with  the  gradual  adhesion  of  several  well-known  manu- 
facturers of  proprietary  articles  to  this  principle,  and 
ordinary  retailers  may  in  future  feel  secure  that  they  can 
handle  their  goods,  and  accept  the  scale  of  profit  fixed, 
without  damaging  their  business  by  the  transaction. 

All  those  who  take  a  living  interest  in  the  business  of 
chemist  and  druggist,  and  are  familiar  with  it  by  actual 
practice  over  a  teim  of  years,  can  feel  tolerably  secuie  in 
the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  and  can  make  a 
livelihood  quite  apart  from  the  sale  of  a  single  propiietary 
article,  ether  than  those  of  their  own  manufacture.  This, 
I  assume,  would  be  the  testimony  of  the  majority  of  my 
confreres  in  retail  trade.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  chemist's  shop  is,  in  the  eye  of  the 
public,  the  channel  through  which  vast  numbers  of  largely- 
advertised  preparations  should  flow,  and  that,  whether  we 
lite  it  or  not,  some  attempt  must  be  made  to  supply  this 
demand.  In  the  sale  of  propi  ietary  articles  at  the  present 
time  there  is  probably  more  annoyance  and  greater  worry 
than  in  any  other  department  of  the  chemist's  business,  for, 
however  desirous  he  may  be  of  meeting  competition  by 
adducing  the  prices  of  packed  goods,  it  is  not  possible  for 
him  to  do  so  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  to  his  customers 
or  himself ;  hence  has  arisen  a  disposition  to  refuse  all  new 
lines,  to  pass  out  of  stock  all  but  the  most  saleable  of  old 
ones,  and  to  regard  manufacturers  of  special  articles  with 
distrust  and  even  antagonism.  That  this  is  unfortunate,  as 
much  for  one  as  the  other,  I  readily  admit,  and  it  will 
ceitainly  be  best  for  both  to  arrive  at  a  point  of  agreement. 
Very  few  proprietors  appear  to  realise  what  the  effect  of 
deviation  from  fixed  retail  prices  really  means  in  relation 
to  the  demand  created  by  their  colossal  expenditure  in 
advertising.  For  instance,  X.  spends  anything  from  15  0002. 
to  100,0002  a  j  ear  in  assuring  the  public  that  bis  preparation 
is  the  best  on  earth,  and  that  it  is  sold  at  \3\d.  per  package 


at  all  chemists,  stores,  &c.  In  every  announcement  which 
he  makes  to  the  public  the  retail  price  is  fixed  at  \Z\d.,  and 
the  original  demand  is  created  uoon  the  assumption  that 
the  price  of  the  article  is  really  \Z\d.  This  we  see  proved 
almost  every  day  by  new  customers,  who  have  been  attracted 
bv  the  advertisement,  coming  for  X.'s  preparations  with 
VS\d  in  their  hands ;  and  naturally  so,  bscause  that  is  what 
X.  says  it  is  worth.  Strangely  enough,  the  retailer  will  only 
accept  Is  — a  fact  so  remarkable  to  the  purchaser  that  it  is 
mentioned  to  a  friend.  "Oh!  "says  the  friend,  "  you  are 
foolish ;  I  never  pay  more  than  10^d  You  should  go  to 
So-and-so's  for  it;  and  I  did  hear  they  were  selling  it  in 
Blanktown  for  9d. !  "  Thereupon  ensues  a  feverish  anxiety 
to  get  it  at  bottom  price,  and  during  tbe  process  of  wandering 
the  would-be  purchaser  is  subjected  to  a  fire  of  substitution 
all  along  the  line,  which  is  always  bad,  and  often  disastrous, 
to  X.  The  fact  is  that  the  exigencies  of  modern  competition 
have  by  this  time  forced  nearly  every  chemist  and  draggist 
in  the  trade  to  a  departure  from  X 's  estimated  retail  value, 
and  he  (X  )  knows  perfectly  well  that  90  per  cent,  of  his 
output  is  sold  at  cut  prices.  Is  it  to  his  interest  to  maintain 
the  full  retail  value,  or  is  it  not?  Does  he  believe  that 
because  his  preparation  is  sold  at  10Ji.  vice  13|<?.  he  sells 
the  more?  and,  if  so,  why  does  he  sutl  spend,  say,  50.000Z 
per  annum  upon  the  empty  assurance  that  it  is  worth  13|<Z  1 
Why  does  not  he,  in  the  full  courage  of  conviction,  boldly 
announce  that  \Q\d.  is  the  price,  and  so  compel  every 
retailer  to  part  witn  it  for  that  sum,  rather  than  allow  the 
power  of  his  advertisement  to  be  whittled  away  as  he  is 
now  doing?  From  my  noint  of  view,  and  o£  my  own  ex- 
perience, I  know  that  X.  can  as  easily  get  one  sum  as  the 
other ;  but  if  he  continues  to  assert  that  his  article  is  worth 
13±d.,  and  is  content  to  pay  heavily  for  the  privilege  of  the 
assertion,  he  should,  at  least,  take  good  care  thai;  it  is  never 
sold  for  less. 

If,  through  such  an  awakening,  it  becomes  possible  to  sell 
proprietary  articles  at  uniform  rates,  even  though  the  margin 
of  profit  be  largely  restricted,  it  will  remove  a  source  of 
annoyance  and  friction  from  the  retailer,  which  will  do 
much  to  ensure  a  loyal  agency;  whilst  the  conciliation  of 
the  majority  of  the  smaller  men  in  the  trade  will,  in  the 
long  run,  pay  the  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles 
much  better  than  by  assenting  to  terms  which  can  only 
foster  ruinous  competition, 

Kilburn,  October  26.  Chaeles  B.  Allen. 


Sir, —I  have  not  hitherto  written  you  respecting  the 
P.A.T.A  ,  but  as  you  were  good  enough  to  give  publicity  to 
a  circular  which  I  addressed  to  wholesale  houses  and  manu- 
facturers, and  to  make  "  light "  of  tbe  whole  subject  in  a 
somewhat  amusing  article,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would 
allow  me  to  explain  some  of  the  chief  grounds  of  my  oppo- 
sition to  this  organisation,  and  also  insert  the  enclosed 
letters  bearing  upon  a  recent  development  of  their  peculiar 
tactics. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  P.A.T.A.  because  I  object  to  such  an 
organisation  interfering  between  buyer  and  seller,  and  sub- 
jecting the  buyer  to  pains  and  penalties  if  he  does  not 
submit  to  its  dictates  with  regard  to  the  goods  which  he  has 
bought.  A  third  party  has,  I  believe,  no  right,  either  morally 
or  legally,  to  intervene,  and  I  object  to  such  unwarrantable 
intervention.  Many  years  before  the  P.  AT  A.  came  into 
existence,  I  made  it  known,  on  behalf  of  the  company  which 
I  represent,  that  we  should  be  willing  at  all  times  to  enter 
into  friendly  negotiations  with  manufacturers  with  regard  to 
the  prices  which  should  be  charged  for  their  goods,  bat 
that  we  would  not  submit  to  dictation  in  the  matter.  The 
dictation  of  third  parties  would  be  still  more  intolerable. 
We  have  since  made  many  arrangements  with  manufacturers 
which  I  am  sure  every  one  of  them  would  say  we  have 
strictly  observed.  When  the  P.A.T.A.  was  first  started,  I 
offered  to  discuss  the  question  of  retail  prices  with  one  of 
the  principal  proprietors  of  the  "protected  "  articles,  but  my 
offer  was  declined.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  alleged  that  we 
are  not  willing  to  act  reasonably  with  regard  to  prices, 
though,  as  I  said  before,  we  will  not  be  dictated  to  by  third 
parties. 

Another  reason  for  my  objection  to  the  P.A.T.A.  is  that  it 
might  be  used  as  an  instrument  of  almost  unlimited  tyranny. 
This  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  most  serious 
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danger  connected  with  this  Association,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
it  has  not  been  sufficiently  appreciated.  If  sach  an  Asso- 
ciation can  enforce  its  will  with  regard  to  prices,  what  can  it 
not  enforce  ?  I  little  thought,  however,  that  whilst  it  was 
still  "mewling  and  pukiDg  in  its  nurse'd  arms,"  it  would 
attempt  such,  a  tyrannical  interference  with  business  as  is 
now  declared  to  be  its  purpose  and  determination.  I  refer 
to  the  new  clause  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  mentions  in  the 
subjoined  letters.  It  consists  of  an  intimation  that  supplies 
will  be  withheld  from  anyone  who  is  "  attempting  in  any  way 
to  injure  the  sale  of  any  of  these  articles."  Is  it  possible  that 
anybody  will  sign  such  an  agreement  as  this  1  If  anybody 
does  sign  it,  he  will  be  relieved  of  the  difficulty  of  deciding 
how  far  he  may  be  justified  in  introducing  his  own  articles, 
aa  he  will  be  obviously  prohibited  from  introducing  them 
at  all.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  a  court  of  law  would  hold 
as  an  "attempt  to  injure  the  sale,"  and  still  more  difficult 
to  guess  what  this  Association  might  decide  to  be  such,  but 
it  is  quite  clear  that  the  mere  mention  of  another  article, 
whether  the  vendor's  own  preparation  or  not,  might  injure 
the  sale  of  a  "  protected  "  article.  It  is  conceivable  that  the 
mere  exhibition  of  the  chemist's  own  articles,  to  say  nothing 
of  advertisitg  them,  might  injure  the  sale  of  some  such  article. 
How  many  of  the  chemist's  own  preparations  would  thus  be 
consigned  to  oblivion  by  a  siDgle  "  protected  "  article  which  is 
advertised  as  a  cure  for  "  bilious  and  liver  complaints,  indi- 
gestion, depression,  irritability,  lassitude,  loss  of  appetite, 
dyspepsia,  heartburn,  sour  eructations,  lowness  of  spirits,  with 
sensations  of  fulness  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  giddiness, 
dizziness  of  the  eyes,  habitual  costiveness,  piles,  and  all  those 
symptoms  which  none  bat  a  sufferer  can  describe  ? "  The 
reader  would  say  that  he  would  not  consider  that  advertising 
his  own  remedies  was  "  an  attempt  to  in j  ore  the  sale,"  but 
he  must  remember  tbat  he  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  judge  of 
such  matters  ;  the  P.A.T.A.  constitute  themselves  both  judge 
and  jury,  and  will  do  all  that  for  him.  The  Secretary  has 
but  to  name  him  and  no  one  dare  supply  him. 
The  Association  holds  the  whip  in  its  hands,  and 
will  use  it  wheresoever  and  whensoever  it  may  think 
fit.  Already,  in  its  tender  infancy,  it  lashes  out,  like 
some  old  school  dame,  without  warning  or  alleging  fault, 
being  content,  like  the  dame  referred  to,  to  say  "  if  you  do 
not  deserve  it  now,  you  will  do  so  some  time."  Should  the 
Association  become  as  powerful  as  it  is  now  feeble  and 
totteiicg,  what  may  it  not  demand?  If  it  should  some  day 
attain  the  object  of  its  ambition,  and  get  hold  of  most  of  the 
articles  that  a  chemist  sells,  and  bs  able  to  extort  obedience 
on  pain  of  cutting  off  supplies,  what  is  to  prevent  it  from 
compelling,  what  is  now  asked  as  a  favour,  the  exhibition  of 
showcards  of  every  conceivable  size  and  description  (until 
the  chemist's  shop  would  look  like  an  overcrowced  picture- 
gallery),  or  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  matter,  or  that  the 
chemist  should  sell  nothiDg  which  should  in  any  way  cla-h 
with  the  numerous  proprietary  medicines  (we  have  actually 
been  asked  to  sign  an  agreement  to  that  effect  by  one  manu- 
facturer), or  that  he  should  stand  on  bis  head  at  the  doorway 
and  exhibit  a  poster  on  his  feet,  or  anything  else  equally 
preposterous  ?  If  chemists  take  to  their  bosoms  this  agree- 
ment "  not  to  iDjure  the  sale,"  they  will  find  tbat  they  have 
nursed  a  viper  which  will  one  day  sting  them.  That  is  my 
belief  ;  but  I  have  not  the  temeiity  to  advise  chemists,  for  it 
appears  that  "gratuitous  advice"  is  also  a  "protected" 
article,  although  it  does  not  appear  upon  the  list.  In  the 
recent  issue  of  the  Anti- cutting  Record  I  read : — "  Mr. 
Jesse  Boot  .  .  .  has  a  commodity  which  he  is  even 
prepared  to  give  away — to  wit,  his  advice.  .  .  .  We  should 
have  thought  that  this  astute  gentleman  would  have  learnt 
ere  this  that  advice  unasked,  and  without  fee  or  reward,  is 
very  seldom  accepted."  This  paragraph  is,  presumably, 
written  by  a  gentleman  who  spends  a  great  part  of  his  time 
in  giving  advice,  whether  without  fee  or  reward  I  do  not 
presume  to  say.  Possibly,  like  most  professional  men,  it  is 
the  gratuity  of  the  advice  which  he  objects  to,  as  being 
likely  to  "  injure  the  sale"  of  advice  of  professional  mentors. 

In  your  "Day  Light "  article  (which,  for  the  amount  of 
illumination  which  it  affords,  cannot  for  one  moment  be 
compared  to  a  night-light)  you  suggest  that  we  "  pose  as 
philanthropists."  If  this  shoald  appear  to  be  the  case,  it  is 
doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that,  fortunately  for  us,  oor 
interests  in  this  matter  happen  to  be  identical  with  those 
of  the  public,  whereas  those  of  tfae  P.A.T.A..  are  inimical  to 


the  public  benefit.  You  are  mistaken  also  when  you  say 
that  we  cish  to  prevent  freedom  of  contract,  as  it  is  the 
very  thing  that  we  wish  to  promote;  hence  our  objection  to 
the  intervention  of  third  parties  with  a  view  to  prevent  us 
from  exercising  that  freedom  in  making  our  contracts  with 
both  proprietor  and  purchaser  of  the  articles  in  dispute. 
We  have  not  "challenged  the  fight,"  as  we  were  quite 
content  to  go  on  making  free  contracts  with  manufacturers 
and  the  public  as  heretofore ;  neither  do  we  challenge  the 
right  of  the  manufacturers  to  do  what  they  will  with  their 
own,  nor  admit  the  right  of  aDyone  to  prevent  us  from  doing 
the  same. 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  giving  a  word  of  advice  with 
regard  to  indulging  in  mere  personal  abuse — advice  which 
some  of  your  correspondents  sorely  need.  For  my  own  part 
I  have  studiously  avoided  descending  to  anything  of  the 
sort  in  any  of  the  communications  which  I  have  addressed 
to  the  public  or  to  manufacturers,  my  object  being  to  attack 
a  principle  promoted  by  an  organisation  to  enforce  its 
application,  and  I  do  this  on  the  ground  of  private  right 
and  public  benefit.  I  suppose  that  the  public  interests 
count  for  something,  and  that  one  may  venture  to  mention 
them  without  laying  oneself  open  to  a  charge  of  pseudo- 
philanthropy.  I  remain,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

(Signed)      William  Day, 

Managing  Director  of  Day's  Southern  Drug  Co.  (Limited), 

(COPY.) 

The  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association, 
2  and  3  Stonecutter  Street,  London,  E.C., 
October  16,  1896. 
Messrs.  Day's  Southern  Drug  Co.,  Ltd  , 
Southampton. 

Dbae  Sirs, — I  am  obliged  for  your  letter  to  hand  this 
morning  with  enclosures,  and  thank  you  for  your  courtesy  in 
sending  them.  I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)   W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 

October  23,  1896. 

Messrs.  Day's  Southern  Drug  Co  ,  Ltd., 
Southampton. 

Dear  Sies, — As  you  may  be  aware  that  we  have  added! 
your  name  to  the  list  of  firms  not  to  be  supplied  with  the 
protected  articles,  we  write  to  explain  the  reason  for  this. 
Though  you  have  signed  our  former  agreement,  we  under- 
stand from  Messrs.  Lambert  &  Co.  that  you  have  written  to 
them  that  you  would  not  hesitate  to  withdraw  your  signature 
at  any  time  you  considered  occasion  required.  You  will  quite 
understand  that  a  signature  given  under  such  circumstances  is 
valueless ;  therefore  the  new  agreement  has  not  been  sent 
to  you  for  signature.  Another  point  which  should  be  raised 
is,  that  the  Council  have  decided  to  add  a  clause  to  the 
agreement  which  would  prevent  our  supplying  firms  who  in 
anyway  attempt  to  iDjure  the  sales  of  the  articles  on  the 
list,  and,  as  you  make  no  secret  of  your  determination  to  do 
this,  we  are  compelled  to  withhold  supplies. 

I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)    W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 

Copy  of  Letter  sent  to  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Esq. 

October  27,  1896. 

Sir, — On  the  16th  inst.  we  received  from  you  a  letter 
acknowledgiog  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  us  enclosing  copies 
of  all  the  matter  which  we  were  issuing  in  connection  with 
the  P.A.T.A.,  and  thanking  us  for  courtesy  in  sending  them. 
We  regret  to  say  that  we  have  no  reason  to  thank  you  for 
the  courtesy  of  your  subsequent  proceedings. 

All  our  dealings  with  your  Association  have  been  fair  and 
above  board,  which  you  can  scarcely  claim  for  your  action 
with  regard  to  us.  No  sooner  bad  you  thanked  us  for  our 
courtesy,  than  jou  seem  to  have  planned  and  carried  ou1', 
what  we  must  call,  an  underhand  proceeding,  which  your 
letter  of  the  23rd  inst.  does  not  in  any  way  excuse.  Had 
you  been  able  to  allege  tbat  we  had  failed  in  a  single 
instance  to  strictly  observe  the  requirements  of  the  agree- 
ment which  we  bad  signed  there  might  have  been  some 
excuse  for  your  actfon.  E?en  then,  common  fairness,  to  say 
nothing  of  courtesy,  would  have  suggested  tbat  we  should 
have  had  an  opportunity  for  irqairy  and  explanation.  We 
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had  scrupulously  carried  out  all  that  we  undertook  to  do, 
and  you  knew  that  we  had  done  so  ;  yet,  without  a  word  to 
as,  you  issued  to  the  trade  a  "  Black  List "  with  our  name  on 
it,  and  left  us  to  find  oat,  when  goods  were  refused  to  us, 
that  you  nad  sent  this  document,  without  any  explanation, 
to  those  with  whom  we  do  business,  and  whom  we  had 
informed  that  we  had  signed  your  agreement. 

Doubtless  many  of  our  business  friends  are  labouring 
under  the  delusion  that  we  have  been  vacillating  with  regard 
to  the  P.A.T.A  ,  whereas  it  i3  the  P.A.T.A.  itself  that  has  not 
known  its  own  mind.  Possibly  also  some  may  think  that 
we  have  never  signed  the  agreement,  or,  having  signed  it, 
have  been  gailty  of  gross  and  persistent  breaches  of  our 
agreement  with  the  P  A.  T.A.,  where  is  not  a  single  case  of 
the  kind  can  be  alleged.  But  we  do  not  despair  of  convincing 
all  whom  it  may  concern  that  we  have,  from  first  to  last,  acted 
in  a  straightforward  manner,  and  strictly  kept  every  promise 
that  we  have  made  to  the  P.A.T.A. 

Possibly  you  acted  under  instructions,  and  my  remarks 
are  meant  to  apply  to  whoever  is  responsible  for  an  expedient 
so  lacking  in  candour  and  straightforwardness.  But  how  do  3  ou 
attempt  to  excuse  these  peculiar  tactics  1  You  say  thai  we 
wjo'e  Messrs.  Lambert  &  Co  informing  the  m  that  we  should  not 
hesitate  to  withdraw  from  our  agreement  with  the  P.A.T.A. 
"if  we  considered  that  occasion  required."  This  is  but  a 
partial  statement  of  the  truth,  as  we  added : — "  Until  that 
occurs  we  intend  to  strictly  obseive  the  agreement  which  we 
have  signed  as  we  have  done  up  to  the  present."  Do  you 
seriously  contend  that  all  who  have  signed  this  agreement 
have  done  so  "for  better  for  worse,  for  richer  for  poorer," 
and  are  bound  by  it  as  long  as  life  lasts  ?  That  you  have 
torn  up  the  agreement  between  us  is  a  proof  that  you  do  not 
consider  it  as  irrevocable,  as  no  sane  man  would  contend 
that  it  was  a  perpetual  and  unalterable  bond.  We  were 
perfectly  sincere  in  saying  that  we  had  no  present  intention 
of  terminating  the  agreement,  and  if  at  any  time  we  had 
intended  to  terminate  it,  we  should  certainly  have  given  you 
due  notice  of  such  intention. 

You  proceed  further  to  say  that  the  Council  had  decided 
to  add  a  new  clause  to  the  agreement,  which  jou  did  not 
think  that  we  should  sign  or  keep.  Allow  us  to  say  that  it 
was  for  us  to  decide,  and  an  opportunity  to  make  our 
decision  thereon  ought  to  have  been  given  us.  Let  me  ask 
you  two  simple  questions:  Did  yon  put  upon  this  same 
"  Black  List "  the  names  of  all  who  had  not  signed  the 
agreement  containing  the  new  clause  ?  If  not,  why  was  our 
name  inserted  and  other  names  omitted?  Your  arbitrary 
proceedings  afford  us  one  consolation  :  we  are  once  more  free 
trom  the  bondage  of  the  "riDg,"  and  can  do  as  we  pleasa 
with  our  goods.  I  intend  to  send  to  the  Press  for  publica- 
tion copies  of  this  letter,  and  also  yours  of  October  16  and  23. 

Yours  truly, 

Day's  Southeen  Drug  Company  (Limited). 
(Signed)      per  William  Day, 

Managing  Director. 


Sir, — We  have  to-day  received  a  letter  signed  by  Mr. 
"William  Day,  managing  director  of  Day's  Southern  Drug 
Company.  Mr.  Day  states  that  he  is  sending  to  the  trade 
Press  a  copy  of  this  letter  as  well  as  of  some  other  corre- 
spondence which  has  passed  between  us.  Doubtless  Mr. 
Day  will  have  some  comments  to  make  on  these  letters. 
With  your  kind  permission  I  should  be  glad  to  reply  to  Mr. 
■Day's  letter  in  your  next  issue,  and  would  be  obliged  if,  in 
the  meantime,  your  readers  would  defer  judgment. 

I  am,  8ir, 

.2  and  3  Stonecutter  Street,         Yours  respectfully, 

London,  E.C.,  October  28.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones. 


Sir, — We  admire  the  masterly  and  vigorous  way  in  which 
you  criticise  the  action  of  Mr.  Day  and  ourselves  in  the 
matter  of  the  P.A.T  A. 

Without  attempting  to  controvert  your  conclusions,  may 
we  by  your  courtesy  be  permitted  to  let  more  daylight  in 
-upon  several  matters  of  fact  on  which  they  are  based  1 

1.  We  rather  think  you  attach  undue  importance  to  the 
additions  made  to  the  list  of  protected  articles.  The  whole 
lot,  including  the  additions,  form  a  trifling  item  in  our  trade, 
as  you  may  judge  when  we  tell  you  (in  confidence)  that 
something  less  than  4*.  per  week  per  shop  would  cover  the 


retail  value  of  the  combined  sales  of  every  article  on  the 
amended  list.  So  much  for  these  very  popular  articles.  Our 
predicament  is  that  we  have  got  such  free  supplies  without 
signing  the  agreement  of  the  P.A.T.A  that  this  Association 
will  have  scored  a  thorough  success  if  one  of  its  objects  was 
to  induce  us  to  overstock  ourselves  with  these  slow-moving 
goods.  No  wonder  some  proprietors  are  delighted  with  the 
increase  in  their  sales  since  the  P.A.T.A.  agreement  was 
enforced.  In  order  to  clear  out  our  stocks  we  may  be  driven, 
as  a  last  resource,  to  get  up  a  special  sale  to  dispose  of  them 
at  very  cut  rates  indeed,  unless  we  can  persuade  the  pro- 
prietors to  increase  their  advertising. 

2.  We  do  not  presume  to  "  threaten ' '  manufacturers  with  our 
"  serious  displeasure,"  for  this  would  naturally  be  more 
offensive  than  convincing.  We  simply  show  them  that  we 
will  not  alio  w  the  public  to  think  we  are  taking  advantage  of 
a  prominent  position,  honourably  gained  by  sacrifices  in 
price,  to  raise  prices  again  to  face  values,  and  that  we  must 
inform  our  customers  that  they  are  raised  en  bloc  by  means 
of  a  combination  to  which  we  are  not  a  party.  No  manu- 
facturer can  say  that  we  have  not  striven  to  come  to  an 
amicable  arrangement  with  him  before  labelling  his  goods. 
All  we  contend  for  is  that  though  soma  proprietors  may  be 
weak  enough  to  put  themselves  blindly  into  the  hands  of 
the  P.A.T.A.,  they  do  not  ask  us  to  be  so  shortsighted.  The 
success  of  the  P.A.T.A.  means  the  crippling  of  the  proprie- 
tary-goods trade,  which,  we  take  it,  concerns  the  makers 
much  more  than  ourselves,  for  we  have  abundance  of  scope 
in  the  ordinary  drug-trade  at  any  time  when  we  choose  to 
devote  undivided  attention  to  it. 

So  much  for  our  present  position.  But,  between  ou>  selves, 
Mr.  Editor,  we  are  not  at  all  sure  but  that  the  P  A.T.A. 
agreement  would  be  most  profitable  for  us  in  the  long  run. 
For  if  it  were  not  that  you  might  again  -accuse  us  of 
threatening  the  makers,  we  ought  to  show  them  that  an  all- 
round  advance  in  the  prices  of  such  a  diversity  of  articles  is 
so  obviously  mechanical  and  artificial  that  the  public,  rather 
than  pay  full  face  values,  will  themselves  demand  substi- 
tutes, which  any  chemist  will  only  be  too  willing  to  supply 
at  the  old  prices.  Substitution  will  then  have  become  a 
virtue,  and  virtue  is  its  own  reward. 

3.  "  Company  traders  are  the  great  sub3titutors."  Is  the 
Secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A.  a  company  trader?  We  believe, 
on  unquestionable  authority,  that  he  stated  publicly  at  a 
meeting  in  London  that  he  sold  four  boxes  of  his  own 
proprietary  liver-pills  for  every  one  he  sold  of  Carter's. 
Eighty  per  cent  of  his  own  preparations  1  This  is  an 
alluring  ideal,  but  it  is  not  for  us  We  do  not  begrudge 
its  attainment  to  the  small  retailer  with  very  limited  turn- 
over, who  (like  ourselves)  is  straining  every  nerve  to  do  a 
profitable  business.  We  here  merely  restate  what  appears 
to  us  must  be  a  simple  matter  of  fact — viz  ,  that  the  greatest 
substitutors  in  the  trade  are  perforce  the  smallest  traders. 
Our  rules  respecting  substitution  at  our  shops  are  clear  and 
definite,  and  were  drawn  up  long  before  the  P.A.T.A  move- 
ment was  started.  They  have  incidentally  come  under  the 
notice  of  some  of  the  greatest  of  the  proprietary  houses,  and 
have  been  commended  as  a  pattern  of  fairness. 

We  are  always  glad  to  read  your  cogent  remarks  on  the 
contest,  as  thsy  are  thoroughly  instructive,  and  put  our 
opponents'  case  as  no  one  else  seems  able  to  do.  You  may 
yet  convince  us  that  we  are  mistaken  in  carrying  on  such  a 
tierce  opposition  to  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  that  a  modus  vivendi 
which  is  not  jet  in  sight  may  still  be  possible. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Jesse  Boot, 
Managing  Director  Boots  (Limited). 


Messrs.  Barclay  &  Son  (Limited)  wish  to  warn  tie 
trade  that  a  young  man  calling  himself  Gerald  Lacy  is  not  in 
their  employment.  He  has  been  gettiDg  money  by  tayirg 
that  he  is. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


201/46.  Bromide. — A  formula  for  a  similar  preparation 
has  been  published  in  the  C.  D.  The  words  are  not 
registered. 
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173/71.  Canary  breeder.— Your  samples  Nos.  1  aad  2  of 
Canary  colouring  Foods  are  the  "tameless  or  sweet 
cayenne."  which  voucau  ootaia  from  Messrs.  Rooins->n  &  Co  , 
13  Orford  Hill,  Norwich,  or  Mr.  Fredk.  Thomae,  8  Pnilpot 
Lane,  E  C  Simple  No  3  seems  also  a  variety  of  the 
same  article.  As  mentioned  in  a  note  on  September  12,  we 
have  had  maov  different  samples  submitted  to  us  We  are 
glad  to  have  your  opinion,  after  a  lona;  series  of  experiments, 
that  nothing  smceeds  like  the  tasteless  cayenne. 


172/34  Canary  (blowing .— Yonr  sample  is  "sweet 
cayenne."    See  answer  to  "  Canary  Breeder." 


197/63.  Nemo. — Plate  backing  —The  formula  in  the 
1896  Diary  answers  admirably.  Applied  by  means  of  a 
large  camel-hair  brush  we  find  no  difficulty  in  getting  an 
evea  surface.  Perhaps  you  were  not  careful  to  dissolve  as 
much  of  the  soap  as  possible.  You  will  note  that  it  is 
practically  the  same  strength  as  lin.  saLjonis,  B  P. 


190/27.    ./  A.  «.— Beard- wax :— 

White  wax   3  viij . 

Oastile  soap  (powdered;   Jiij. 

Mucilage  acacia   3  v. 

Glycerine         . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  Jiv. 

Water   .'.       ..  lit. 

Perfume  q.s. 

Rub  the  soip  with  the  mucilage  and  water,  mix  with  the  wax  and 
glycerine,  and  heat  on  water-bath  till  homogeneous.  Lastly  add  the 
perfume. 


193/34.  Eucalyptine. — Disinfectant  for  Sick-room  and 
Mortuary-  chamber : — 

01.  eucalypt.  glob.   Jij. 

Terebenae  3iv. 

Spt.  vini  rect.  ad  %  viij. 

M. 

A  few  drops  to  be  sprinkled  about  the  room  occasionally. 


197/58.  (Ndvan)  and  14,96  (Bisodo).— Egg  Julep  :— 

Primrose  soap     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  9j. 

Powdered  borax  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  Sss. 

Solution  of  potash        ..       ..       ..       ..  is'. 

Solution  of  ammonia    ..       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Oil  of  Turkish  geranium        . .       . .       . .  itlxx. 

Oil  of  lavender  m  x. 

Tincture  of  saffron       ..       ..       ..       . .  3ij. 

Rectified  spirit     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3j. 

Distilled  water  to   Oj. 

Shred  the  soap  fine  and  just  cover  it  with  water.  Allow  to  stand  al 
night,  and  next  morning  rub  it  smooth  in  a  mortar,  add  more  water,  the 
borax,  and  solutions ;  dissolve  and  strain.  Then  add  the  oils  dissolved  in 
the  spirit,  the  tincture,  and  finally  water  to  1  pint. 


169/62  T.  S  — We  find  that  it  would  take  a  long  research 
to  determine  how  the  gum  and  indiarubber  can  be  kept 
apart  in  manufacturing  from  the  twigs,  of  which  you  have 
sent  us  a  sample.  We  cannot  imagine  any  process  of 
treating  the  bark  which  would  completely  exclude  the  sub- 
sequent treatment  of  the  rubber  by  a  masticator.  Thus,  if 
you  were  to  dissolve  out  the  gum  by  maceration  in  water, 
it  would  not  be  wholly  extracted,  while  there  would  be  a 
considerable  loss  of  rubber.  This  also  applies  to  washing 
the  juice  as  it  is  squeezed  out,  so  that  treatment  by  the 
masticator  when  the  stuff  is  in  the  solid  state  seems  the 
most  desirable  process.  A  rubber-expert  may  be  able  to 
assist  you,  but  the  research  may  be  costly. 


198/35.  T.  ft.  J. 
Christy's  Eerpod. 


-We  do  not  know  the  composition  of 


154/42.  F.  8  —Lotion  for  Cure  of  Splints  —We  can 
find  nothing  beyond  what  you  have  discovered — viz.,  turpen- 
tine, strong  ammonia,  oil  of  sassafras,  and  a  little  spirit. 


199/25.  if.  A". —  The  composition  of  the  sample  of  Cough- 
powder  for  Horses  is  approximately — 

Resin.    3j- 

Pot.  nit.     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3ij- 

Antim.  nig...       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  q.s. 

Colour  faintly.    Perfume  with  ol.  geranii. 


199/18.  Abortion. — The  sample  of  a  powder  made  by  a 
West  of  Scotland  vet.,  and  advertised  in  the  Scotch  agri- 
cultural papers  to  Prevent  Abortion  in  Cattle,  we^find  to 
consist  of — 

Camphor  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3'ss. 

Sulphur   3iss. 

Armenian  bo'e    ..       ..       ..       ..  3j- 

Mix. 


198/64  F.  W  B  wants  formula  for  Cud  balls  for 
Cows.    This  is  one  which  a  vet  gives  us  : — 

Aloes  Barb.        ..       ..       ..       ..       . .  3j- 

Pulv.  gentian   3'J- 

Pulv.  anisi         ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3*3- 

Pulv.  zingiberis  . .   jj- 

Made  into  a  ball  with  treacle. 
One  to  be  given  twice  a  day. 

He  also  wishes  to  know  what  a  Scotch  physician  means  by 
Pil.  Hamilton.  That  is  pil.  coloc.  c.  hyoscyam.  gr.  v.,  made 
preferably  with  ext.  coloc.  co. 


196/2.  Subscriber  (Forest  Gate). — Mist.  Ol.  Morrhuae  o. 
Vin.  Ferri  (Vic.  Chil.  Hosp.). — 01.  morrhuse  544 ,  vin. 
hypophos.  51s.  M.  Pro  dose  The  wine  is  composed  of 
sol.  hypophospbit.  rax.,  vin  uvse  5<s.,  aq.  ad5j  M. 


183/63  Birmingham.  —  Your  Cough- mixture,  "truly 
wonderfnl  and  needs  no  comment — only  a  single  trial,"  has 
the  followiDg  som°whit  prosaic  composition  : — 

Syr.  scilla?  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Siiss. 

Vin.  opii]..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Jj.  1 

Theriaca;..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5  viij. 

Aceti  f usci  ad  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Oj. 

I    ,  M. 

Adult  dose  :  Two  teispoonfuls  in  the  evening,  and  one  teaspoonful  in  the 
morning. 


178/18.  6.  J.  K. — Your  sample  of  Ginger-ale  Essence 
is  very  fine,  and  seems  to  contain  a  trace  of  essence  of  pine- 
apple, which  gives  it  the  soft  aroma  Please  makn  some 
synthetic  experiments,  starting  with  soluble  essence  of 
girger,  and  blendiDg  with  it  essence  of  phv»-apple,  ess. 
Jockey  Club,  and  essence  of  cinnamon,  until  you  hit  upon  the 
right  aroma. 


196/17.  B  C.  L — The  Powder  for  Mixing  with  Flour 
to  make  Paste  thicker  and  more  adhesive  is  caustic  soda. 


195/30  Menherion  — Meat  Suppositories  with  Gelatine 
Basis. — See  C.  $  D.,  August  10,  1895,  for  an  excellent 
formula 


194/68.  Apprentice.  —  Digestive  Syrup.  —  Tbe>-e  is  a 
suitable  formula  for  your  label  in  C.  &  D.,  August  22, 1896. 


197/10.  F.  B. — It  depends,  of  course,  upon  what  the 
"  ''irty  black  maik  "  is  caused  by  on  the  white-skin  gloves. 
We  should  he  inclined  to  recommend  rubbing  with  powdered 
French  chalk  or  pipeclay. 


195/35.  Photo. — Combined  Toning  and  Fixing  Bath. 
— There  is  some  mistake  in  the  quantity  of  water  in  your 
formula.  Refer  to  the  1896  Diary  for  a  good  working- 
recipe. 

c 
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192/38.  Lux. — Linen-gloss.  —  The  sample  you  inquire 
about  does  not  contain  boric  acid,  but  is  substantially  the 
same  as  the  formula  No.  1,  viz. : — 


Pulv.  saponis 
Pulv.  cretae  Gall. . . 


aa.  partes  aeq. 


The  French  chalk  is  a  little  coarser  than  you  used  for  your 
sample. 


194/32.  B.  H.  W.— Your  Face-lotion  has  this 
position  : — 

Hydrarg.  perchlor    gr.  ij. 

Amnion,  chlor   . .       . .       . .  gr.  x . 

Tr.  benz.  simp.     . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  3iv. 

Aq.  laurocerasi   3iv. 

Glycerini   3iv. 

Aquae  ad   ..       ..  sij. 

M.S.A. 


198/23.  Fancier. — (1)  Pick  me-up  Tonic  for  Cage-birds. 
— The  sample  is  made  as  follows  :  — 

Ferr.  perox.  hyd   3iv. 

Pulv.  sacchari    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3iv. 

Pulv.  rad.  geutiau   3j. 

Pulv.  capsici      . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  gr.  xx. 

Theriacae    q.s.  ut  ft.  massa 

(2)  Disease-preventive  for  Feathered  World : — 

Creosoti   ..  3j. 

Pulv.  sapo  dur   3iv. 

Pulv.  glycyrrh   3vj. 

Theriacas   q.s.  utft.  ma^sa 


196/47.  B  3f  S. — As  the  issue  containing  the  Formula  for 
.Rupture-lotion  is  out  of  print,  we  repeat  the  foi  mala  : — 

Plumbi  acetat   gr.  xxxvj. 

Aq.    ..   |iv. 

S. 

Zinci  sulphat   gr.  lxxxvj. 

Aq   Jiv. 

S. 

Mix  the  solutions  and  add — 

Liq.  ammoniae    . .  jix. 

Shake  well. 

Two  drops  of  liq.  ferri  perchlor.  may  be  added  to  the  zinc 
solution,  in  order  to  give  the  precipitate  a  calamine  ap- 
pearance. 


200/13.  N.  E.  E.  (Jaffa). — A  little  glycerine  rubbed  over 
caoutchouc  tubing,  &c.,  helps  to  keep  it  from  being  injured 
by  heat.  If  possible,  the  interior  of  the  tube  should  also  be 
treated  with  the  glycerine. 

193/22.    Alphate.— See  October  26, 1895,  page  642. 


203/7.  Musque. — See  the  neuralgic-mixture  in  our  issue 
of  September  26. 


Coming  Events. 


Notices  of  Association  and  Society  meetings  will  be  inserted  in  this  section 
f  ree  of  charge  if  we  receive  intimation  of  such  meetings  by  Wednesday  of 
the  week  previous  to  that  in  which  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Saturday,  October  31. 

Pharmaceutical  Football  Club  v.  The  Crownfield  Club,  at 
Wormholt  Farm,  Shepherd's  Bush.  Kick-off  at  half- 
past  3. 


Monday,  November  2, 

6ociety  of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section.  Chemical 
Society's  Booms,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m. — The 
following  papers  will  be  read : — (1)  "  The  Production  of 
Inoculating  Materials  for  Use  in  Agriculture  (Nitragin)," 
by  Dr.  J.  A.  Voelcker,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.    (2)  "  The  Smelting 


and  Befining  of  Cyanide  Bullion,"  by  Arthur  Caldecott, 
F.I.C.  F.C.S. 

Manchester  and  District. — Meeting  of  chemists,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
at  the  Memorial  Hall,  Manchester,  at  3  P  M.,  Mr.  G.  S. 
Woolley  in  the  chair.  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Joces  will  attend 
to  represent  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association. 

Tuesday,  November  3. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Grand  Hotel,  Birming- 
ham, at  8  p.m  Conversazione  and  Presidential  address, 
by  Mr.  F.  J  Gibson,  Wolverhampton. 

Ulster  Pharmaceutical  Association  "I.O.F."  Chambers, 
5  Roj  al  Avenue,  Belfast,  at  8  p  m.  Paper :  "  A  Phar- 
macist's Holiday,"  by  Mr.  James  Guiler. 

P.A.T.A. — A.  meeting  of  grocers,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Northern  Groceis'  Council  and  the  Manchester  Grocers' 
Association,  at  the  Grocery  and  Produce  Exchange,  at 
3  P  M.    Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  will  speak. 

Wednesday,  November  4. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  16  Bloomsbury 

Square,  W.C.    Council  meeting,  at  11  A  M. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 

Dublin.    Council  meeting,  at  3  p.m. 
Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Booms, 

Stephenson  Place,  Birmingham,  at  9.15  pm     Mr.  F. 

Foster  on  "  Pnotography  :  its  Belation  to  the  Chemist." 
Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy.    Annual  dinner 

at  Booth's  Restaurant,  East  Street,  8  p.m. 

Thursday,  November  5. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.  at  8  p.m. 
The  following  papers  will  ba  read  : — "  The  Constitution 
of  Nitrogen  lodii  e,"  by  F  D.  Chattaway,  B.A ,  Ph.D. 
'•  Note  on  the  Solution  and  Diffusion  of  Certain  Metals 
in  Meicuiy,"  by  Professor  Robtrts  Austen,  C.B.,  F.RS. 
'■  Compounds  of  Metallic  Hydroxides  with  Iodine,"  by 
T.  Bettie,  B.Sc.  "  The  Economical  Preparation  of 
Hydroxjlamine  Sulphate,"  by  E.  Divers,  M.D.,  F.R.S., 
and  Tamtmasa  Haga.  D.Sc.  "  The  Reduction  of  Nitroso- 
sulphates,"  by  E.  Divers,  M.D  ,  F.BS.,  and  T.  Haga, 

D.  Sc.  "  Amidosulphcnic  Acid,"  by  E  Divers,  M.D., 
F.RS,  and  T.  Haga,  D.Sc.  "The  Molecular  Con- 
ductivity of  Amidosnlphonic  Acid,"  by  Joji  Sakurai. 
"Physiological  Action  of  Amidosulphonic  Acid,"  by 
Oscar  Lotw,  Ph  D.    "  Imidosulphonates,"  Part  II.,  by 

E.  Diveis,  M.D.,  F.BS.,  and  T.  Haga,  D.Sc.  "How 
Mercurous  and  Mercuric  Salts  Change  into  Each  Other," 
by  Seihachi  Hada,  B.Sc.  "The  Effect  of  Heat  on 
Aqueous  Solutions  of  Chrome  Alum,"  by  Margaret  D. 
Dougal.  "The  Saponification  of  Ethjlic  Dicarboxyl 
Glutaconate,"  by  H.  W.  Bolam,  Ph.D.  "  The  Periodic 
Law,"  by  R.  M.  Deeley.  "  The  Colouring-matters 
Occurring  in  British  Plants,"  by  A.  G.  Perkin.  "Carbo- 
hydrates of  Cereal  Straws,"  by  C.  F.  Cross,  E.  J.  Bevan, 
and  Claude  Suith 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
President  and  Council  "  At  Home,"  at  the  Cockburn 
Hotel,  141  Bath  Street,  from  8  30  till  12  p.m.  Tea, 
music,  and  song.  The  committee  will  be  pleased  to  see 
anyone  connected  with  the  trade  at  the  reception,  and 
desire  that  this  intimation  may  be  taken  as  an  invitation. 

Thursday,  November  12. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  Conversazione  at  Portman 
Booms,  Baker  Street,  W.  Reception,  8  30  to  9.30; 
dancing  at  9.45.  Tickets  from  G  E.  Pearson,  Hon.  Sec. 
Conversazione  Committee.  184  Bloomtield  Terrace,  Pad- 
dington,  W. ;  or  from  Sec.  of  the  Association,  103  Great 
Russell  Street,  W.C. 


The  annual  smokicg-concert  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Cricket 
and  Football  Club  will  be  held  in  the  Crown  Room,  Holborn 
Restaurant,  on  Thursday,  November  26,  at  8  p.m.,  Professor 
J.  Reynolds  Green,  F.RS.,  in  the  chair.  Special  efforts  are 
being  made  to  bring  together  past  students  of  the  School  of 
Pharmacy,  and  any  of  such  who  can  attend  should  write  to 
Mr.  Ernest  Albert  Umney,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C,  for 
tickets  {Is.  6d.  each). 


